Outline that MUST be used for RESEARCH DESIGN project – this is the project outline:
I. The Problem

a) Definition - define explicitly and succinctly

b) Identification - how did you find or come upon the problem

c) Existing state of knowledge - a critical bibliography

(1) What works already deal with your problem or a significantly related problem - and how?

(2) What are their merits and shortcomings?

d) Importance - what might this new research contribute to:

(1) Fill in the gaps of knowledge as it exists in the literature today

(2) Provide new interpretations

(3) Historical theory and Method

(4) Public Policy 

II. The Methodology

a) Dimensions and Limits of the Problem

(1) Topical, chronological, geographical

(2) Why these and not others?

b) Components:

(1) What are the elements, variables, factors, forces, influences that make up your problem?

(2) What do you consider their weight and interrelationships to be, at least tentatively?

c) Aids and Guides:

(1) Can you use of theories and hypotheses, models, etc?

(2) Are the other disciplines (archeology, anthropology, etc) for help - if so, which?

(3) Can you use special techniques and methods (paleography, numismatics, quantification, oral history, etc.)?

III. Empirical Requirements  (primary sources):

a) What types of sources will you need to obtain your data?  Use some examples if possible.

b) Is this data available and accessible- and if so where?

