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Columbia College

of Missouri

200 Old Skokie Rd

Park city, IL 60085 

847-336-6333

	Course Prefix & Number:
	HIST 490
	

	Course Title:
	Historiography
	

	Semester Credit Hours:
	3
	

	Class Day and Time:
	Thursday 5:00-10:00PM
	

	Instructor:
	Robert Zarrillo
	


	Office Phone:
	847-259-9600x4008
	

	Home Phone:
	847-426-0156
	

	FAX:
	208-977-3812
	

	Email:
	Columbia@raz7.com
	

	Office hours:
	By arrangement or within 30 minutes before class
	


	Description: 

This course is organized as a proseminar (a seminar open to undergraduate students of advanced standing) along with introductory lectures on related topics. The purpose of this proseminar is to introduce students to the traditions of historical writing from antiquity to the present. It provides students an opportunity to study significant historical fields of inquiry and to consider how historians have dealt with such concerns as the cause of events, the reliability of evidence, and ethical and professional responsibilities of scholars. It begins with a survey of various tools–practical and theoretical–that historians have used in their work as well as different approaches to the study of the past. Also, students will consider forms of plagiarism and review the proper rules for citation according to the professional code of ethics. Finally, it requires students to develop a research proposal on a topic based upon their analysis of strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities in current historiography. This proseminar is required of all history majors.

Note: The proseminar focuses upon the knowledge and skills that are indispensable for the study of history as a discipline. To complete the proseminar, students progress through the various stages of developing a proposal, that is, identifying a worthy topic, preparing an annotated

bibliography, composing a literature review, and crafting a prospectus.  At the same time they will be evaluating and applying critical analysis techniques to the review of excerpts of the works of the greatest historians of all time.



	Prerequisites: 
	Three previous history courses and advanced standing. Be sure to discuss this implicit requirement with your advisor.  The instructor of this course is also willing to mentor history majors concerning course and career choices in history.  He may be contacted through the email address above.




	Textbooks:
	Title:   Faces of History:  Historical Inquiry from Herodotus to Herder

Author:  Kelley, Donald R.
Publishing info:  (October, 1998). ISBN 0300075588  

Readings: refer to this syllabus page 3 under “Faces”
	

	
	Title:   Greek and Roman Historians: Information and Misinformation

Author:  Grant, Michael
Publishing info:   (June, 1995). ISBN 0415117704

Readings: refer to this syllabus page 3 under “G&R Historians”
Title:  After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection  

Authors: Davidson, James and Lytle, Mark.
Publishing info: 4th Edition (Oct. 1999). ISBN 0072294264 

Readings: refer to this syllabus page 3 under “After the Fact”

Title:  A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations
Authors: Turabian, Kate; Grossman, John and Bennett, Alice
Publishing info: 6th Edition (February 1996). ISBN 0226816273

Readings: refer to this syllabus page 3 under “Turabian” (this book is primarily used for reference and will also be used for Hist 494).

Other primary source readings to be used during seminar activities will be provided by the instructor.                    


	 

	Reference books


	Title:  A Student’s Guide to History

Authors:  Benjamin, Jules
Publishing info: 9th Edition (November 2003). ISBN 0312403569

Not required but would be useful to consult for the research design and for your future research.  This book also will be required for Hist 494)

	 

	Course Objectives: 

This course incorporates introductory methods subjects and the development of a research design to prepare the student for the capstone history course, Historical Research and Methods. Weekly topics will reflect this goal along with the inclusion of main topics in historiography from the Greeks to the modern era.  The focus in this course will primarily be the pre-modern era, while the focus in Hist 494 will be the modern era.  The objectives as stated in the master syllabus are as follows:

Each student will:

• think seriously and systematically about history as a discipline shaped by many and often contradictory concerns, as a profession with its own historical trajectory, and as an intellectual project requiring intense metacognitive consideration.

• analyze a selection of significant historical writings culled from various fields of historical inquiry, including, but not limited to, synthetic and exploratory theoretical writings by theoreticians, philosophers, social critics, and historians of history.

• critique their own and others' conceptualizations of history and historical methodologies in order to enable them to participate effectively within the debates and discourses with which

professional historians are currently engaged.

• synthesize major schools of historical thinking which represent perspectives on human nature and social organization, different ontologies and epistemologies, and not least, continuing

conversations on the Postmodern.

• create a proposal, approximately 1,500 to 2,000 words in length, on a topic for development in the culminating seminar for the history major.
At the conclusion of the course the student should be familiar with the major historians and trends in historical writing from the Classical Age to the present. We will review how the very meaning of the term "history" has changed over the centuries, the many different ends history has been put to, and the most important works of historians over time.  We will do critical analysis of samples of historical writing and use a seminar approach to review our findings.  

Students will take part in seminar discussion segments – at times leading the discussion. There are also several projects required in this senior level course.  The course is set up with lectures and seminars alternating throughout as detailed below.   


Weekly Activities & Assignments:   

Readings are taken from the textbooks along with others provided by the instructor. Textbook pages assigned are listed below.   Readings are to be completed before the class.  Since the amount of readings are heavy, the student must keep up with the assignments! Reading should be for comprehension and not memorization.  The instructor will provide a list of key words and people for quizzes and exams!   This list will also be available on the course web site (see below) to make it available to the student even before the course begins – to assist with his reading and preparation for the first class!  In addition to the schedule below, the website will include an initial detailed class plan (which may be modified depending on class size and schedule issues). 

	Week
	Topic and/or Assignment
	Reading

	1 
	Course preparation.  We will discuss the course layout (lecture and seminar) and assignments. We will also do a sample seminar reading assignment in this first class to be sure all understand the process.  The textbook After the Fact will be used in class!

Lectures: Introduction to historical methods, historical “consciousness” and classical historiography
Seminar: Practice session using Homer

   
	Faces pp ix-xii, 1-18; G&R Historians pp 25-27;

After the Fact - read the "Prologue" (Evidence)  (remember to bring this text with you to classes!) 

We will use the following for in class readings (examples for later seminars):

Homer

This reading selection should be read before class and may be obtained from the following website:

www.raz7.com/history.html
1) click on the “Historiography and Historical Methods”  line for the appropriate web page

2) click on “Historiography” for an on line copy of this syllabus or

3) For this required reading click on:

      “class 1 reading -  Homer” 



	2 
	The selection of documentary sources

We will discuss the nature of primary and secondary source material and how to analyze it to do research in general (critical thinking and review).  The textbook After the Fact will be used in class!  We will cover “Bibliography”, reference and the “Chicago style”.

Lecture – Ancient Greek Historiography 

Seminar - Ancient Greek Historiography  

Seminar – Research Design Project  (thesis topic and bibliography discussion)

 
	Faces pp 19-47, 75-80; G&R Historians pp 5-13, 37-57; Turabian pp 1-13;

After the Fact - read chapters 1  (Evidence in Social history) and 3 (Document analysis)

READINGS for seminar assignments (provided to students in week 1):

Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon, (each are a few pages in length)



	3 
	Interpretive Models and Grand Theories

Style/Conventions/Models:  We will discuss the use of models in historical writing.  The textbook After the Fact will be used in class!

Lecture – Ancient Roman Historiography

Seminar - Ancient Roman Historiography 
Seminar – Research Design Project  (thesis topic set, bibliography final planning)

 Quiz on Greek historiography


	Faces pp 48-69; G&R Historians pp 13-22, 30-36, 57-65, 90-99;

After the Fact - read chapters 4 (Models) and 12 (Grand Theory)

READINGS for seminar assignments:

Polybius, Livy, Tacitus, Plutarch, Josephus

 (each are a few pages in length)



	4 


	The use of Evidence (beyond the written word) 

We look at other types of primary evidence in addition to the written word.  The use of "physical" sources such as archeology and using other types of "modern" physical objects - such as photography, film, audio, coins & medals, etc.  We will also look at Oral history and discuss the Oral history project.  This should also be a lead in to the topic “cultural history.” The textbook After the Fact will be used in class!

Lecture – Late Antiquity Historiography

Seminar – Late Antiquity Historiography

Seminar – Research Design Project   (detailed review of the bibliography “in seminar”);


	Faces pp 69-98; G&R Historians pp 23-24, 105-106, 118-127;

After the Fact - read chapters 7 (Oral history), 8 (Photographic Evidence) and 13 (Mass media)

READINGS for seminar assignments:

Eusebius, Ammianus Marcellinus, Procopius

(each are a few pages in length)

Students bring copies of their completed bibliographies, with one copy for each proseminar member.  These bibliographies must be complete listings of references planned to be used, but the accompanying text for this “annotated” bibliography may be in draft form. The seminar will discuss final plans to complete this section and to outline the rest for review in week six).



	5 


	Historical bias and the “historiography” of the novel and film

Here we will consider bias or the “truth or fiction” of historical writing (including novels) and filmmaking. The textbook After the Fact will be used in class! 

Lecture: Middle Ages Historiography 

Seminar – Middle Ages Historiography

Seminar – Oral History/Research Design Projects  (Oral history project will be discussed with the presentation due in the last week; in the research design -  status update this week)

Quiz on Roman historiography


	Faces pp 89-129 ; 
After the Fact - read chapters 10 (Truth or fiction in history) and 15 (Myth and Film)

READINGS for seminar assignments:

Bede, Gregory of Tours, Anna Comnena, Froissart, Villehardouin

(each are a few pages in length

	6 
	Collective Social history

How representative is any “story” as to the truth of what millions of people experienced.  This is the last time the textbook After the Fact will be used in class!

Lecture: Renaissance/Reformation   Historiography

Seminar – Renaissance to Reformation Historiography

Seminar – Research Design Project  (draft copies are due today to review in seminar to be sure all necessary elements have been included – this is NOT a detailed review);


	Faces pp 130-187, 

After the Fact - read chapter 11 (Social history)

READINGS for seminar assignments:

Machiavelli, Guicciardini, Bradford (each are a few pages in length)

Students must bring copies of their draft research designs (one for each member of the proseminar).  These will include completed annotated bibliographies, a complete outline of the rest of the project with all project requirements identified and a draft text in each of these sections.  The intent today will be to discuss final plans to complete these sections for submittal (which is due next week).



	7 
	History as science

Topics include considerations of the topics of philosophy of history and grand sweeping structures created to analyze the past, and looks at history vs. science and social science – as “natural philosophy” of the 18th century became “science” in the 19th .

Lecture: Enlightenment Historiography 

Seminar – Enlightenment Historiography

The Final Exam is in this week’s class

Note:  the Research Design project is DUE today  but will NOT be reviewed.   


	Faces pp 188-249

READINGS for seminar assignments:

Vico, Voltaire, Gibbon

The student is to bring 5 copies of his completed Research Design for class members and the instructor to take home to review for NEXT week in seminar   (each student will review no more than FOUR of these for next week’s seminar).   

The final covers material up through the Reformation or up through class 6 material.  Really all that is needed is familiarity with the “key words” we will be reviewing  before class 7 – and our seminar critique approach.



	8 
	Dawn of the 19th century – the modern era and a preview of Hist 494.

Focusing on early 19th century philosophy of history, we will also review the subject matter of Hist 494 which will include modern 19th and 20th century historiography.  Hist 494 will also have a greater focus on American historiography.  .

Lecture: Topics in Modern Historiography 

Seminar – early 19th century Historiography

Student Presentations – Oral History Project

Seminar – Research Design Project   (critical evaluation by all students of all class research designs.  This is why it is important for the class to have copies in week 7 so they can be read and all will be prepared for this class’ culminating exercise.  Review by student’s of classmate’s work is included in the class participation grade).


	Faces pp 250-274
READINGS for seminar assignments:

Hegal, Herder



	Instructional Methods: (Lecture, Demonstration, Practical, Lab…etc)


There will be lecture and seminar segments which will alternate throughout the session.  There will be two quizzes and one exam given.  The quizzes will be open book, the final exam is not.  

In addition to reading the text in preparation for the lectures, students will complete evaluations (criticisms) of provided readings and will take part in seminar discussions – at times leading the discussion.    Each student will be assigned two other projects (oral history and research design) as described below.

There will be no credit taken for attendance, but work missed for class exercises and seminars  are not possible to make up (except for the quizzes and the final exam – which can be taken at an alternate time if necessary).  To make up for missed work – partial credit will be given for additional (“extra credit”) assignments arranged with the instructor.  No more than the credit for one class may be made up in this way, so missing more than one class will be detrimental to the student’s grade.

This is a challenging course, but like its companion course (Hist 494) it will be one of the most rewarding the student has ever taken as he learns what Marc Block called “the historian’s craft.” 

EXTRA CREDIT:

The student may convert seminar criticisms into written essays for extra credit – or he may choose new subjects to use.  The amount possible and the work he should pursue needs to be pre-arranged with the instructor.  Each exercise is worth up to 25 points extra credit.   No more than the credit lost from one day’s absence (or a maximum 50 points) may be made up.  The student may do no more than three of these exercises to achieve the point maximum.  The method for converting seminar criticisms to “essays” will be described at the beginning of the course, because this same method will be used for a portion of the final exam.

Method of evaluation:

	Participation in class exercises (8) @ 10 ea
	 80 points (16%)
	A – 448 (89.6%)-500 points

	Seminar Participation (6) @ 20 pts ea.
	120 points (24%)
	B - 398-447 points

	Project: Presentation – critical review (1)
	 25 -points (5%)
	C - 348-397 points

	Project: Oral History (1)
	 35 points (7%)
	D - 298-347 points

	Project:  Research Design (1)
	100 points (20%)
	F - under 298 points

	Quizzes (2) @ 20 pts ea.
	 40 points (8%)
	 

	Final Exam (1)
	100 points (20%)
	  

	Total
	    500 points
	


	Description of Methods of Evaluation:
	


Examinations:

The quizzes will be open book/notes and will require the student to match names of historians to quotes of their work (using their knowledge of the author’s style) and to provide short answer identifications of key words/names.   The final will be closed book/notes and will also include questions on the same keywords studied in class.  It will include an essay that the student will have to write based on the format used during the seminars.  This will be an on the spot evaluation of a work of history – one just like the ones completed during the seminars (except he will have to put his work in the form of an essay – using the same outlines as used throughout the course).  Quizzes and the final exam may be made up if missed.  The final exam is given during week 7 and if necessary it may be proctored during week 8 if it was missed earlier (it may NOT be taken during the week 8 class).

Seminar assignments (Readings and analyses):
The readings required for the seminar will be handed out in the first class.  The student will do a critical analysis of these readings filling in the information of the following outline.  Note:  these are not handed in. This information should be written by the student in a form to facilitate discussion during the seminar.  The student must be prepared – and if it is evident that this is not the case he will lose credit for this activity even if he takes part in the discussion!  

Students will alternate concerning who will lead each of these topics for each writer evaluated.   

OUTLINE of material for Seminar Readings (to prepare for discussion):

(1) Context/Background

(2) Topic/Thesis Overview

(3) Setting – Major People and Events

(4) Themes (defined below)

(5) Motifs and Symbols (also defined below)

(6) Summary (what does he say)

(7) Analysis (what does he mean)

(8) Key Points and quotations 

(9) Point of View/Bias/Tone of the author

(10)Criticism by the student

Criticism includes the student’s opinion of the work, the author’s methods of 

research and writing,  and comparison with known state of knowledge such as understood by the student (i.e. – common knowledge today – should not 

require additional research)

· Themes:  fundamental/universal ideas explored (i.e. “The Glory of War” or “Impermanence of Human Life”)

· Motifs: recurring structures, contrasts, or devices that help to develop the major themes

· Symbols: objects, characters, figures, or colors used to represent abstract ideas/concepts.

During the first class a sample exercise will be completed verify that the student understands the process described above.  We will also discuss how this may be turned into an essay as will be required for both the final exam and potentially for extra credit exercises.

Projects:

Projects make up a major portion of the students grade.  There are tswo project categories:

1) Oral history project – started in week 4 with methods to follow provided in class, and results due to be presented in class during week 8.  There will be a format to follow which will be reviewed in class (the final product is a presentation).  The student will choose a topic and one or more individuals to interview using the techniques learned in class.  This oral history project may relate to the same topic used for the Research Design (but this is not a requirement).

2) Research Design –  Define a prospectus (1500 word MINIMUM) for a writing project complete with bibliography, models chosen for evaluating evidence, theories and tools to use in research, etc.  A detailed outline will be provided in the first class to guide the student on this project.  In addition, a sample project will be provided which follows this method.  The student should be working on this project all through the course with the topic/thesis to be determined by the student.  The schedule indicates when portions of this project are due throughout the course, but what is most critical is that a complete draft is due week 6, with the final due week 7, and with review and defend of the design in seminar during week 8. 

Note: It is permissible for the student to begin the Research Design using a paper written from a previous history course.  The student will then use this as input to help create a Research Design using what has been learned in this course.  Using previous research is indeed advisable to reduce the workload. 

Logistics:  

Note that this course has an established web site where the student may find on-line copies of this syllabus and other course materials.  This may also include some of the seminar reading assignments and other source information important for research.  Anyone not having Internet access will need to see the instructor for alternatives.  To access the instructor's general web site for all courses (which will link the student to this particular course) simply enter the following: 

www.raz7.com/history.html and then click on “Historiography and Historical Methods” to find what you need.

Since all students will be assigned the same seminar material to review, an occasional absence is not critical.  However, it must be noted that the class will suffer particularly during the seminar portions of classes when students do not attend.  These portions of the class will usually be toward the end of class.  Proper attendance, timely arrival (and staying to the end) are important!  

Note also that this class may be as large as 15-20 students, but as a seminar it will work best with 7-10.  

This course, as do all courses at Columbia College, follows the Columbia College Extended Studies Bulletin.  The instructor reserves the right to make changes as necessary to this syllabus and schedule.  

COURSE SYLLABUS
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