Research project suggestions

To aid in your writing project activities - here are some guidelines 

(1) Preliminary thesis statement 

Develop a preliminary thesis statement (or hypothesis) of your topic. The statement should be in the form of a question.   It will tell the reader what the major theme of your research will be. 

Write a complete introduction in one or two paragraphs. The introduction should provide some background to your subject area and explain the historical significance of your research. Why would anyone be interested in learning the answer to your question?  

Detail the chronological parameters (i.e., the dates) of your research topic, and explain how you chose the periodization. 

(2) Library research.   

Choose a suitable library and look to produce a general outline description of the resources that exist in the library you have chosen. In particular, you should deal with the following concerns: 

· What are the major general references in the field of history for your thesis.

· What are the specialty's general reference books or encyclopedias, bibliographic indexes, etc. 

· What specific primary and secondary references may be found to support your thesis.

· Provide the catalog numbers for these citations - will be useful when you try to access them.

· What are the major journals which would apply to your field, and does the library have them.  Are they available to you elsewhere?

(3) The Bibliography

The most important part of the Research Design project is the annotated bibliography.  Be sure that you separately list your primary and secondary sources. With each source cited - it must be annotated by using at least one sentence to explain what the source will offer to your study. Explain the strengths and weaknesses of each piece of evidence. 

