The second half of the 20th century

History after WWII can be divided into 4 main areas:

The post war era – with the after effects of the war and devastation – the rebuilding, the welfare state

Economic prosperity from the 50s through the early 70s – the formation of the new Western European confederation called the “European Union”

Era of economic difficulties – especially due to oil prices and inflation which followed, “fixed” by a new comeback for conservatism (ref. Ronald Reagan in the U.S. and Margaret Thatcher in Great Britain)

The modern era following the upheavals of 1989-90, and the failure of the USSR and its follow-on “Commonwealth of Independent States,” an era of new regional “terrors” – spreading the world over.

Rebirth of Europe after WWII

The United States and Canada forged a new alliance system with ten European democratic nations

· the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).   

· in 1955 the Soviets replied with a combination of the eastern European states known as the Warsaw Pact. 

· An armed border ran the length of Europe and divided Germany in two.

The confrontation between east and west became known as the “Cold War”, and occasionally broke out into armed conflicts involving coalitions of Europeans with Americans 

· the Korean War in the early 1950s.  

Often America was left on its own, such as during the Vietnam War of the 1960s-70s. 

Other coalitions have resulted in concerted efforts against totalitarian regimes, whenever it seemed prudent or in the interest of the West.  

· One such was the Gulf War of 1990. 

· Another is on the verge of existence as we begin the 21st century war on terrorism.

Economic Recovery in Western Europe

The Marshall Plan changed Europe's economic prospects in the West. 

· American aid was used to rebuild transportation and communication networks

· New and more effi​cient machinery replaced bombed out factories

· Most western European states prospered in the 1950s, with French and Germans leading the way

· A prosperous middle class in both countries appeared with a living standard that improved each year

· The increase in the number of automobiles on European highways gave evidence of the new prosperity.

European Integration

After the war several efforts appeared in western Europe to coordinate activities 

· the 1948 Council of Europe (formed without the British)

· NATO – military cooperation came easier because of the Soviet threat to all the states in the West.

· the European Coal and Steel Community – formed in 1953 by Germany, France, and their neighbors Belgium, Netherlands, and Luxembourg – increased production 42% in five years.

European Economic Community (EEC), also known as the Common Market.   

· success in coal and steel prompted the nations involved to move a step closer toward economic integration

· purpose was to slowly eliminate tariffs, coordinate currency policies, and, in general, oversee the broad financial and industrial con​cerns of the member states. 

· it abolished passports and most tariffs between its members - and now is experimenting with a single European Union currency

· a population of 175 million, the EEC became the third largest economic unit in the world

· in 1972 it admitted Great Britain, Ireland, and Denmark and in subsequent years Greece, Spain, and Portugal

· its success gave a major impetus to economic growth in West Europe.

Comecon - Council of Mutual Economic Assistance

Soviets set up in 1949 in East Europe, but benefits were all to go to them, not to the nations of East Europe.   

· Comecon never worked very well, especially in those countries where agriculture defied all efforts to increase pro​duction.  

· In the cities, the standard of living improved, but it still was only half that of western Europe.

Great Britain After the War

Despite the fact that Churchill and his Conservative Party led Great Britain to victory, the electorate wanted a change. In July 1945 a Labor government, socialist in ideology, came to power in Parliament.     

· deliv​ered on its promise to nationalize utilities and the major industries. 

· a National Health Service offered free medical care for all.

· promotion of subsidized public housing

Politically popular but economically did little to enhance the nation's productive capacity and the economy of Great Britain lagged behind the continental nations.  

· British industry failed to modernize, and much of the British merchant fleet was obsolete

· The colonial empire of the 19th century slowly crumbled

· Labor unions were insistent on pay raises, but production remained low. 

Churchill and the conservative party was back again in the saddle in the early 50s - but their real accomplishments were in the 80s.   In 1979, 1983 and again in 1987, Margaret Thatcher "the Iron Lady" maintained a conservative majority in Parliament demonstrating a major retreat from socialism. 

Thatcher's plans typified European & American conservatism during the "Reagan Era" (1980s)

· They involved lopping off the subsidies that financed Britain's welfare state,

· reducing taxes with the intent that people should invest more of their money, 

· Industries nationalized under Labor governments were sold to private entrepreneurs,

Conservative policies were not an overnight success because many people found themselves unemployed. Fortunately the economy began to make a comeback, helped by a major discovery of oil reserves beneath the North Sea.

In 1990 John Major was elected to head the Conservatives, and Thatcher returned to private life. But nothing is ever constant except change. As Great Britain entered the 1990s, John Major and the Conservatives continued to hold a majority in Parliament. Local elections, however, showed voter dissatisfaction rising. 

The British were still undecided concerning how close they want to be attached to the continent. In the parlia​mentary elections of 1997, the Labor Party trounced the Conservatives, and their leader, Tony Blair, became the new prime minister.  

· The biggest problem was indeed labor - with one out of five persons unemployed. 

· Emigration continues at a high rate. 

Foreign policy:

British foreign policy included a brief conflict in 1982 with Argentina over the Falkland Islands, a group of desolate drops of land in the Atlantic. 

The London government took a hard line on Northern Ireland. Thatcher supported a program that allowed the Protestant majority to continue to hold power at the expense of the sizable Catholic minority. The British army in the north fought an undeclared war with Irish nationalists in the Irish Republican Army. 

Car bombings, assassinations, and arrests without trial became a frequent occurrence in a three-sided conflict. The army, the IRA, and Protestant paramilitary organizations frequently used terrorism to promote their goals.

In the 1990s, talks between Dublin and London gave some hope of settling the Northern Ireland issue, and a cease-fire was announced. The future now looks brighter there for the first time in centuries.

France Rebuilds

At the close of the war, France once again had an opportunity to experiment with a new form of government.  

· General Charles de Gaulle, WWII commander of the Free French forces, assumed the leadership of the country in peace. 

· De Gaulle was convinced of the need for a strong presi​dency, but the assembly summoned to draw up the constitution held a majority of communists and socialists.  

· De Gaulle soon resigned from the government and retired to private life.

The Fourth Republic

In November 1946 a new constitution was finished. Coalition governments rose and fell over the following years, because majorities were always short-lived.

· The colonial problem plagued the Fourth Republic. Even though politicians believed that France must regain control of its ter​ritories in Asia and Africa, reality soon dawned. 

· The colonies did not want the French to return. The most vigorous resistance was met in Indochina, where Ho Chi Minh's nationalist, communist army effectively checked the French efforts.    In 1954, after a major defeat, the French retreated from the country, handing over the war (as we all know) to the United States.

· Algeria, much closer to home, was deemed essential for France's future. It was the country's oldest colony, and over a million French citizens lived there.   Many of them were grandchildren of the first settlers and were adamantly opposed to the native, Arab-speaking Berbers, who wanted independence. 

· A bitter armed conflict broke out with atrocities on both sides. By 1958 France was on the verge of a civil war between those who supported the war in Algeria and the army's efforts and those who wanted an end to it all.    

· The country would survive - but the Fourth Republic would not!

The Fifth Republic

De Gaulle's prestige allowed him to return to Paris and to convince politicians that the country must have a new constitu​tion, to solve the Algerian problem. 

This time the constitution put real power in the hands of the president, as de Gaulle had wanted before, and he was the man!

· He negotiated a settlement despite the opposi​tion of the army and the French settlers in Algeria. In July 1962 Algeria became an independent country.

· His plans emphasized his goal of making France the leading power in western Europe seeing the US had too great a presence on the continent 

· He withdrew France from most joint military commitments and canceled leases for American bases in France.

· 1958-1968 de Gaulle guided French destiny until a monetary crisis and student unrest caused him to retire a second time.

Conservative governments followed de Gaulle's departure from public life. For the most part the economy continued to do well, with a mixture of state and private enterprises.   

· 1981 the Socialist Party, led by Francois Mitterand, came to power, holding on until 1995

· his successor, Jacques Chirac, turned the coun​try back to a more conservative mode.     

· France could now boast to have the 4th largest economy in the world.

Italian Developments

Italy has been described as a country that has no need of a government. In fact, it has had a long series of premiers, with political turmoil and infighting the rule rather than the exception.

· The Christian Democrats promised reform, but they were beholden to the powerful families of prewar times, who contributed to their campaigns. They usually had to depend on a coalition with smaller parties, making political stability on the national level impossible. On the local level, where it counted, the same volatility did not appear.

· The Italian Communist Party was the largest outside the Soviet Union, with its strength in the industrialized North.   

· In Sicily the Mafia held a dominant role, unchallenged because of its shadowy power and links to the region's politicians.  

· Christian Democrats remained in power from the close of the war until 1981, seeking to stabilize an economy marked by fits and starts. 

· The Italian public managed to keep afloat through the many crises and in the 1990s reached a living standard comparable to that of Great Britain.

Spain and Portugal

In 1975 the long tenure of General Francisco Franco ended with his death. Spanish history entered a new and happier phase.  

· A constitution that protected human rights was drafted, and as a symbol of unity, Juan Carlos, a descendent of the Bourbon kings, was invited to sit on the Spanish throne.   

· His influence, as a constitutional monarch, has been remarkably beneficent. 

· In 1981 he successfully thwarted a coup when a group of disgruntled nationalists seized the Cortes, the Spanish parlia​ment. The king went on television to rally the people and army to support Spanish democracy.    In a great about-face, Spain has become a respected member of the European Union. Moreover, public polls now show that the Spaniards have the most liberal views of all Europeans. 

· The Portuguese were Europe's poorest people living in the West, remaining under the totalitarian rule of Prime Minister Antonio de Oliveira who kept his nation firmly under control.    

· Portugal also went through a dramatic change. After years of authoritarian government, democratic forces came to power   in 1976 when free elections took place. 

Northern Europe

It has been said that country is happiest that has no history. If that is the case, then the both Switzerland and the Scandinavian nations of Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and Finland rank close to bliss because the past 50 years have been very uneventful.   

· People there live in welfare states that provide security from cradle to grave. 

· They have the highest standard of living among all Europeans, and actually, the world. 

· Perhaps life in Scandinavia is too uneventful. The result is one of the most serious problems with alcoholism in all Europe and Sweden has the high​est rate of suicide on the continent. 

Germany

As a result of the Soviet threat, in 1955 the western powers agreed to the creation of the German Federal Republic with its capital in Bonn.   

· The occupation ended, but NATO foreign military units remained in West Germany, and the Germans were now part of it.

· After the war the Allies in West Germany sought out politicians who were not compromised by a Nazi past. Among these was Konrad Adenauer, a staunch opponent of Nazism during the war.  

· He reconstituted the Christian Democratic Party and the Social Democrats also regrouped, the main opposition party. 

· East Germany - communists established the German Democratic Republic, with its population behind an armed border.

The Soviet Union After Stalin

In 1953 Josef Stalin died. His death was officially lamented in the Soviet Union, but in fact the long-suffering citizens of that country were at last free of the terror he inspired - and appeared to be ready to plunge the country into a new purge once again just before death (the Jews were to be the next target).

At once a contest began over the suc​cession. 

· three groups--the army, the secret police, and the Communist Party--sought to dominate.  

· the Communist Party won out and Nikita Khrushchev ascended to the top post as general secretary.   

· in 1956 Khrushchev did the unthinkable - at the Party Congress he denounced Stalin and the tyranny of his rule. 

Revolution in East Europe

Khrushchev's de-Stalinization was risky and party leadership in east Europe came under attack for its support of Stalin     

· In Poland for years people suffered from police brutality and short​ages of everything from food to housing. 

· Demonstrations broke out demanding change. 

· The agitation spread to East Germany and Hungary. 

· In October 1956 Hungarian workers started tearing down the statues of Stalin that stood on Budapest streets. 

The Soviet Response

· For several days the Soviet army in Hungary hesitated to act and then began to pull out of the country.  In Moscow, when the party chiefs realized that Hungary intended to leave the Warsaw Pact, they changed their minds and ordered their tanks to turn around.  

· With Soviet tanks approaching, the Hungarians appealed for help because in numbers and weapons they could never match the Soviets. 

· In Washington, London, and Paris the appeals were answered with diplomatic protests, the West was not pre​pared to start a war to save Hungary.  

· Soviet tanks slaughtered thousands of Hungarians, and more were arrested. Many, over 100,000, fled into Austria for sanctuary.

Khrushchev's Gambles

The Hungarian revolt put a chill on Soviet relations with the West for the next few years. Then, as tensions lessened, a new point of friction appeared.  

· East Germans discovered that coming to Berlin gave them an opportunity to escape the tyranny that dominated their lives in the East. 

· A stream of refugees became a river and threat​ened the East German economy. 

· To halt this flow, on the night of August 13, 1961, workers in East Berlin began the construction of the Berlin Wall  to stop the refugees.   

· More than the hammer and sickle on the Soviet flag, the Berlin Wall became the symbol for communism in the West.

A year later another major confrontation took place. The United States set up an embargo of Cuba, after it fell into the hands of Marxist Fidel Castro.    

· In the fall of 1962, Khrushchev decided to test the U.S. resolve by arming the island with missiles that were pointed in the direction of Florida.    

· President John Kennedy demanded that the Soviets dismantle their missies. For a few days the world seemed destined to plunge into nuclear catastrophe as the superpowers faced off. 

Soviets under Stress

Khrushchev backed down, the missiles were removed, and a year later, because of his failure, so was Khrushchev.  

· The Soviet Union appeared to be one of the two superpowers of the world, but all was not well in that huge nation. 

· Because communist ideology required concentration on heavy industry, consumer goods were always in short supply. 

· When Soviet citizens saw a line, they automatically got into it because shortages were so chronic. 

· Food production was a recurring problem. 

· The sole direction of the Russian economy was to support the Cold War effort - and to deny the prosperity Russians deserved.  

· In 1964 Nikita Khrushchev lost out – blamed for his failure to solve the nation's agricultural problems and his retreat during the Cuban missile crisis. 

Leonid Brezhnev   

Brezhnev was not the kind of person to take unnecessary risks, with the result that, on the surface, relations with the United States and the West improved. 

· In 1972 the two nations agreed to talk about reduction of arma​ments. Known as SALT, the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks, progress was made in limiting the number of long-range missiles. 

· The Soviets began purchasing grain from the United States, creating an important bond between the two nations.  

· Tensions continued to be reduced. In 1975 at Helsinki, the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe brought most of the continent's nations into an agreement that required respect for human rights.

The Brezhnev Doctrine 

· announced that the Soviets intended to support other communist regimes in the world from threats to their rule.

· communist Cuba remained viable because of Soviet subsidies. 

· In 1968, when it appeared that Czechoslovakia was on the verge of dumping its communist government, the Soviets and the Warsaw Pact nations invaded the country.  

· Again in 1979 the Soviets intervened to support a Marxist regime in Afghanistan. 

Although the Soviets had an army with overwhelming fire power and complete control of the air, the Afghan terrain limited the Red Army's effectiveness.  The United States responded to the Afghan invasion by stop​ping grain shipments to the Soviet Union and boycotting the Olympic Games in Moscow.    

To the Soviets - Afghanistan was their Vietnam!  To America – at the start of the 21st century, with Afghanistan now free from Russia but dominated by Islamic fundamentalists harboring terrorists - the future was almost an open book to anyone with an understanding of history – there is no question but that we would get involved in Afghanistan (taking the place of Russia as we had taken the place of France in Vietnam).

· The result of the war was still an open issue when I wrote this in Sept. 2002 – one year after the “war to end terrorism” began.  It still, really, is an “open issue” as I update my notes in early 2006!
The Fall of Communism

Europe in the 1990s was a different continent than what it was 20 years earlier. 

· A dramatic change occurred in 1989 when the Soviet Union col​lapsed and its eastern European satellites ousted their communist regimes. 

· but the end of communism did not mean a new era of peace for all Europeans. 

· Extreme nationalists in Yugoslavia violently cracked that nation apart, and once more the sound of rifle fire and artillery sounded on the continent.- but the threat of a nuclear confrontation between East and West was now ended.  

· Now the concern is only the hothead with a briefcase - who learned how to build a bomb on the Internet - or how to fly a commercial airliner.

Poland Leads the Way

Of all the nations of eastern Europe, the Polish people remained firmly opposed to communism. 

Nationalism and the Catholic church combined to keep the Poles constantly restive under the communist government. 

The gray world that the Communists produced in Poland made the population look for something to cheer about. 

· That happened in 1978 when a Pole was elected to the Catholic papacy- John Paul II.  He was the first man not an Italian to be chosen pope in over 400 years. 

In July 1980 a wave of strikes hit Poland over the lack of consumer goods and the low wages paid workers in shipyards.   

· The workers, who sat-in at their places of employment instead of organizing a street demonstration where police could get the upper hand, formed a group known as Solidarity. 

· Its leader was a charismatic electrician named Lech Walesa.  

· Solidarity was able to secure many economic changes and made real progress in rallying the nation. 

During a visit back to Poland, Pope John Paul II reminded his countrymen and women, "Don't be afraid."   

· His chal​lenge began the crumbling of Poland's police state - the first step toward ending Communism in Europe.   

· Government officials, alarmed at what the Soviet Union might do, declared martial law. 

· Walesa and many of Solidarity's leaders were arrest​ed or went into hiding.

Problems in the Soviet Union

As the Soviet Union entered the 1980s, the leaders of the Communist Party were aware of many challenges.  As long as Leonid Brezhnev held power as general secretary, nothing was done to seriously address the needs of the Soviet Empire. 

· High on the list of matters needing attention was the arms race.   

· to keep Soviet military forces in a state of readiness comparable to the United States, 25% of the national income was devoted to arma​ments and military personnel. 

· The struggle continued on in Afganistan and there was irritation over relations with the countries of eastern Europe. 

· The Brezhnev Doctrine, which stated that armed force would be used against any threat to a friendly socialist country, had some dissenters. 

· In 1982 Brezhnev died, and was briefly succeeded by Konstantin Chernenko and then Yuri Andropov as general secretaries of the party.

Gorbachev's Election

In 1985 it was obvious that the age of the Politburo leaders was showing - with leaders dying quickly after they came to power 

· Stability required a younger man to be chosen general secretary.    

· The Politburo settled on its youngest member, Mikhail Gorbachev, who was only 54 years old.  

Gorbachev took charge with a determination to make changes. He want​ed the Soviet Union to adopt policies that would lighten its heavy military burdens and allow its men and women to be free of police repression.

· On the domestic front Gorbachev resolved on two programs: glasnost and perestroika, openness and restructuring. 

· openness sought in glasnost meant reining in the KGB, the secret police, and lifting the censorship that hovered over the media. Gorbachev believed that the Soviet people should be rid of the fear that pervaded society since Stalin's days.
· Soviet citizens discovered a whole new world. Newspapers began print​ing the truth, movies showed life as it was, and churches reopened.   Novels by Russian exiles were printed in the Soviet Union, and western music, once denounced as corrupt, appeared on public television. 

· Gorbachev per​mitted the well-known dissident, Andrei Sakharov, long suffering under internal exile, to return home.

The idea of perestroika was welcome. Everyone recognized that central planning had failed. 

· It was impossible to oversee an econo​my, producing over 70,000 items from jet planes to toys. 

· Mar​kets often had little food to buy other than staples such as bread and milk. 

· Russian workers, who could afford it, had to wait seven years before they could purchase an automobile.

· Gorbachev announced that henceforth there would be competition in industry. Managers could fire unproductive workers. 

· More authority was vested in local regions to make decisions rather than depend on Moscow's central planners. 

· Profits were to be the test of a factory's efficiency and pro​ductivity, not filling quotas. 

Despite these reforms, or because of them, the Russian economy continued to decline. Gorbachev visited the United States on a wave of popularity because he seemed to be a genuine person open to the public.  He and President Ronald Reagan came to an agreement limiting nuclear missiles.   

· It was Reagan’s assistance not to budge from the American stance, and Soviet need to reduce military spending, that substantially reduced the threat of total world obliteration.  

· In April 1989 Gorbachev announced the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan, also a very welcome move.

· Gorbachev then decided to attack the monopoly held by the party. 

· He announced that elections to the Congress of People's Deputies would be contested. Candidates of all persuasions were welcome to compete, even if they were not communists.

Much to the surprise of world observers, Gorbachev meant what he said. 

· The result was the sacking of many old party leaders and the election of well-known opponents of the regime. 

· Foremost among these was Sakharov and the dismissed party chief of Moscow, Boris Yeltsin, now an outspoken critic of communist rule.

· To demonstrate the lack of central control occurring in the Soviet Union, clashes between Armenians and Azerbaijanis broke out, but the Soviet army did not intervene. 

· Obviously, the Union was in dan​ger of breaking up. 

In Armenia there was a terrible earthquake, a half million people were left homeless and over 25,000 died.   Gorbachev welcomed foreign aid to alleviate the suffering of the Armenians, a tacit admission that the task was beyond the Soviet ability to respond.

The Baltic Secession

With the smell of freedom in the air, the Baltic peoples, the most advanced of the Soviet Union and those with the highest standard of living, talked of secession.  

· In March 1990 the Lithuanian Parliament voted to leave the Soviet Union, a measure that was permitted by the Soviet Constitution but that had never been tested. 

· Gorbachev was upset, but found it hard to respond. 

· The Politburo, under his direction, responded with economic sanctions because Lithuanian industry depended on oil and natural gas delivered from other Soviet states.   

· The Lithuanians refused to budge and so did the Soviet army stationed in their country.  

· Tension reached a climax on one night in January 1991, as Soviet tanks plowed through a crowd of civilians guarding the Lithuanian radio and television station in Vilnius. 

The tanks killed 14 people and injured another 150. Throughout the world, even in Moscow where 100,000 people marched in protest, the Soviet government stood condemned.  Elections were held on a new plan of political action, which entailed giving power to a popularly chosen Supreme Soviet.   Gorbachev barely made it to the presidency because by now he had lost favor on both sides of the political spectrum. Conservatives disliked the changes, and lib​erals thought they did not go far enough.

East Europe Freed from the Soviet Union

In 1989 unrest began to grip East Germany as Gorbachev loosened the reins of the Communist Party in the Soviet Union.  

· Huge crowds demonstrated against the regime on a nightly basis, overwhelming the ability of the police to react. 

· The unthinkable happened as Erich Honecker, the East German party chief and head of the govern​ment, stepped down. 

· The climax of the communist retreat occurred as men and women charged the hated Berlin Wall and began its demolition.  

· This was the first step toward a united Germany - officially united October 1990 (and I was there!)

As months passed, the politicians of East Germany were placed under arrest, the police state was dismantled, and the socialist economic program was abandoned.   After a while, the West Germans discovered that all was not peace and light. East Germany, under communist rule for so long, had become a differ​ent nation. Obstacles to unification appeared. 

This was especially true in the economy because East German factories and their labor force were inefficient.  The infrastructure of highways and railroads was in serious decay and needed to be rebuilt.     

West Germans discovered that their taxes would have to bail out their eastern cousins, and this left many people grumbling

Poland and the rest of the East

The brutal suppression of Solidarity did not stop the poles.

· After they saw what was happening in the Soviet Union, they set forth on the path to democracy and a capitalist economy. 

· They elected Walesa president, but Solidarity was but one party now and many others claimed their share of power. 

The collapse of communist regimes also took place in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. 

· In Hungary; western nations found good reason to invest because economic changes were already in place.   

· The new-found freedom in Czechoslovakia aroused the nationalist spirit in the Slovakian part of the nation.  

· The Czech president reluctantly agreed to the divi​sion of the nation into the Czech and Slovak republics.

Romania's path to independence was bloodier than the rest of the East European states. 

· The Romanian leader, Nicotae Ceausescu, was a mirror image of Stalin at his worst. 

· He bankrupted the economy in a rush to pay off the country's debts and tore out the heart of old Bucharest on a whim to create a palace for himself and his family.    

· A huge police force guaranteed his safety, but to no avail concerning those wanting change.  

· An army officer shot Ceausescu and his wife when he attempted to flee the country.

Similar stories in Bulgaria and Albania

· Bulgaria, once the most subservient of Soviet allies, also threw out its communist rulers and turned toward democracy. 

· In Albania, the last of the Balkan dictators, and one of the worst, died before the rev​olution ended. 

· His successors continued his policies until a wave of discontent overwhelmed them.

Gorbachev's Problems

Despite five years of perestroika, the living standards of the average Soviet citizen had gone down, not up, as promised. 

· Glasnost - greater freedom continued as in September 1990 when the Supreme Soviet voted for freedom of conscience, declaring all religions equal and allowing the Russian Orthodox church to regain buildings they had lost.

· A quarter million Jews took advantage of the moment to leave the country.

· Gorbachev became aware that there was no halfway point between freedom and subjugation.    

· He still believed that the Soviet Union could and should be maintained, but the leaders of the 15 Soviet Republics were not so sure as efforts to curtail nationalism were too difficult. 

· In elections held in June 1991, Boris Yeltsin became the president of the Russian Federation.

The Communist coup attempt of 1991

While Gorbachev was vacationing in the Crimea, a group of his opponents in Moscow decided that he must resign.   

· They dispatched a courier to the Crimea with a statement that Gorbachev was to sign, giving up his office.

· Contrary to what the conspirators expected, Gorbachev refused. He was then put under house arrest.

· In Moscow the state television announced that Gorbachev had handed over his authority to an Emergency Committee. 

· This committee in its first public act banned all strikes and demonstrations. Tanks began rolling down Moscow's streets.

The citizens of Moscow had tasted freedom and were not ready to give it up. They gathered about the White House, the Parliament building, to await developments.   Then Boris Yeltsin climbed aboard a tank and announced his opposition to the coup leaders. He called for a general strike. 

· Some tank commanders took up positions defending the White House and refused an order to attack it.   

· After some fighting during the night of August 19, 1991 the coup collapsed. 

· The plotters were arrested, and Gorbachev flew back to Moscow. Neither the army nor the KGB gave support to return the Soviet Union to its Stalinist past. A huge rally welcomed Gorbachev and Yeltsin as saviors of democracy 

· the Supreme Soviet banned the Communist Party.

· The next few days, while confusion persisted, the Baltic states took the opportunity to declare themselves independent.     They were soon followed by Ukraine, Moldava, the Caucasian nations, Belarus, and finally the Asian republics.     
· All 15 declared their independence, and the best that could be salvaged was a loose confederation of some of the former Soviet states that became known as the Commonwealth of Independent States.

· On Christmas Eve 1991, the red flag of the Soviet Union with its ham​mer and sickle was lowered at the Kremlin and in its place soldiers raised the red, white, and blue flag of Russia. 

· President Gorbachev resigned as president of the union that no longer existed.

Russian Independence

It was now popular Boris Yeltsin who held the limelight with hard decisions to make.

· Early in 1993 he ended price controls and cut the state subsidies to factories. 

· Immediately inflation soared to over 100%, and the ruble lost much of its value overnight. 

· Unemployment and crime spread throughout the nation. 

· Yeltsin soon lost the good will he once enjoyed - when promises of quick recovery failed.

The Rebellion of the Soviet and storm of the "white house"

In the Russian Soviet, Yeltsin's opponents hammered away at his reforms, accusing him of illegal actions and saying that they were a higher power than the president.  

· Yeltsin narrowly missed a recall. 

· The president scheduled elections after decree of the dissolution of the Congress of People's Deputies and Supreme Soviet.

· The members of the Soviet called Yeltsin's actions null and void. They elected their head, Alexander Rutskoy, as prime minister and his ally, Ruslan Khasbulatov, as president and proceeded to barricade themselves in the White House.   

· Armed supporters soon joined them, and the sides were drawn. 

· Yeltsin ordered the army to attack. Tanks and soldiers began shelling the White House, killing 200 people and taking the rebel Soviet leaders prisoner.

The elections went forward with 21 parties participating. Voters ratified the new constitution, which gave the president:

· the right to choose the prime minister, 

· the right to control the army, and 

· power to veto any measure passed by a simple majority in the new parliament. 

This parliament held two houses, the lower house, known as the Duma, and the upper house, called the Federation Council.  The largest party elected to the Duma was the Liberal Democrats, whose leader was a nationalist and one of Yeltsin's most vigorous opponents. To show its independence, the Duma voted an amnesty to the leaders of the White House revolt..

Present and Future

The Russian Federation today holds 150 million people. It is the world's largest country, extending over ten time zones from the Pacific Ocean to East Europe.   

· The top 10% of these peoples have profited from the breakup of the Soviet state, but the vast majority have not.   

· Russia now has its millionaires, but at the bottom of the economic ladder 18% of the people live in dire poverty.

· Industrial production has fallen each year since Gorbachev announced perestroika. 

· In 1994 it declined by 27%. In manufacturing, government-controlled industries make up 50% of the work force and despite efforts to privatize agricul​ture, in 1995 the state still controlled 90% of farmland.

· The effort to move from a controlled to a private economy has caused much misery to the Russian people. 

· If perestroika has failed, glasnost is a success. Few Russians miss the terror of Soviet days. 

· Democratic values seem to be tak​ing firm root in the general populace. 

In foreign affairs Yeltsin opposed joining eastern European coun​tries to NATO. In the Bosnian conflict, Moscow deplored NATO attacks on the Bosnian Serbs besieging Sarajevo- and sided with the Serbs (as Russia always did historically) in the midst of the 1999 crisis.

Nuclear weapons still rest in old-Soviet silos throughout “Commonwealth” territories, causing apprehension in the rest of the world over their security.  

· Russian democracy remains fragile. 

· The economic hardships of so many people could easily turn the nation toward one-man autocracy.   

· At present – the Russian leader Putin seems to push Russia forward toward democracy

· Unless the economic picture brightens in the future, democracy remains threatened.

Europe's New Society

The late 1990s in many eastern European countries, former communist politicians returned to power, even though communism did not.   The former communists were always insistent that they have had a conversion. Part of their popularity stems from the headlong rush to introduce capitalism into eastern Europe with only a few months of transition.   Goods were plentiful in the stores, but only the new rich could afford them.

A society that kept crime low and guaranteed employment was torn down so quickly that a class of rugged capitalists, intent on making their fortunes in a hurry, trampled upon the poor of East Europe. 

· Unknown in communist times, a well-armed criminal element that practiced intimida​tion appeared. 

· This caused dismay among those who thought a turn to democracy and capitalism would be quick and painless, guaranteeing a better life for all.

· To a large extent, at least in theory, Europeans now embrace the concept of equality for all citizens.

· People dress the same, homes have the same appliances, and nearly every family has access to an automobile and a tele​vision set. 

· Modem technology made it possible for people to work shorter amounts of time and still earn enough money to live and to have funds left over.   

· Yet class lines remain, the result of birth or wealth. 

· Ethnic issues remain - as people from poorer Mediterranean areas move into Germany and elsewhere looking for work.  

· The situation is largely analogous to that seen in the United States in the 1990s - as Hispanic peoples move northward looking for a better standard of living

Conclusion

The reasons for the collapse of the USSR are cloudy at best. 

· Some would credit Ronald Reagan's military buildup that threatened to bankrupt the Soviet Union

· Others look at the inherent weaknesses of an economy that was unable to compete against capitalism. 

· More important than all was the courage of the men and women of Eastern Europe who fearlessly demanded freedom despite the risk of imprisonment and death. 

· The collapse of the Soviet empire in East Europe was surely the most important historical event in the past half century.

Unfortunately, economic progress in East Europe and Russia has been a much more elusive goal to achieve than political independence.  

· Problems: an anti​quated/inefficient industry, inability to change the mindset of people accustomed to communism, the rise of a wealthy and irresponsible upper class.

· Europe approaches the future with both confidence and hesitation. 

· The menace of communism is over, and nuclear war on the continent is no longer a threat.   

· In the West, economic integration has brought great advan​tages to the countries within the European Union.    

· Despite some reluctance Great Britain finds itself tied closer to the continent, for a tunnel now links it to France (but the British hold on to their “pounds” in the face of the ECU.

· As the European Union issues a common currency in 1999, nationalism remains a strong force in all countries, threatening to derail the movement toward European unification.  

· The crisis in Yugoslavia was a prime example of this- involving NATO and the United States into continuing conflicts very reminiscent of the terrible situation in the area before WWI.

Yugoslavia – a final word?

Nationalists refused to agree to a partition of their country into Serbian, Croatian, and Muslim regions, and war commenced among the three factions. 

· The Bosnian Serbs were intent upon ethnic cleansing of the regions they held. 

· This meant that the Serbs expelled all Muslims and Croatians who lived in Serbian regions.  

· Atrocities occurred on all sides on the excuse that past wrongs could now be made right.

· The United Nations acted as a humanitarian buffer, but neither the United States, Russia, nor the European states found a formula to bring peace to the region, until Bill Clinton put American servicemen and women into Bosnia under United Nations command to separate the combatants. 

Bosnian Croatians and Muslims agreed to form a confedera​tion.  

· Bosnian Serbs held the rest, awaiting the moment when they will declare union with Yugoslavia, which was made up of Serbia and Montenegro.

· Ethnic cleansing - and the atrocities continued.  

· In 1999 NATO was called in to cause a halt to perceived Serbian transgressions - now particularly aimed at ridding Serbia of Albanians. 

· Alliances between the major powers and the quest for nationalism in Yugoslavia started to look once again as if it might touch off a world war. 

· American bombs were falling on Serbia, Russia supported the Serbians, and American bombs struck the Chinese embassy.  

Russia was tottering close to forming a new nationalistic potentially authoritarian state and things just did not look good.  

· In 2000, the people rose up and the current situation in Serbia is quite different - but then it looked like war in Palestine and Israel was once again on the horizon.  

· One hot spot after another seemed to be our future to secure the balance of world peace!  

· Then everything changed on September 11, 2001.  The war against terrorism began following a terrible tragedy in the United States 
· The story beyond this is in our newspapers everyday – the war in Afghanistan, the second Gulf war and the fall of Saddam Hussain… followed by the remarkable “backing down” by Muammar Qadhafi in Libya, constitutional government in Afghanistan, peace talks between Pakistan and India... it sometimes looks like our old world has a chance yet!  
Should we be imposing our type of democracy on other parts of this world?  Is this just another sort of American imperialism? That’s a question for another course – but there are many around the world – including many of our friends – that think this.  
Iraq is the test – what happens there may save the Middle East, it may drag down into civil war and lead to eventual American collapse – or maybe something in between.  Perhaps in our life times we will know.

· Prepare for the long road ahead!
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