Week 6 

RUSSIA in the late 19th century

The Reforms of Tsar Alexander II (r. 1855-1881)
After the Crimean War, the Tsar turned his attention to Russia's most serious domestic problem: serfdom.

· Emancipation of Serfs - The Emancipation Edict of 1861 - Freedom for the peasants – with some land. 

· Land received was insufficient, while taxes placed a heavy financial burden on them. 

· The freed peasants were often little better off than they had been as serfs, and peasant discontent and unrest continued.


The Rural Zemstvos

A decree issued in 1864 established a system of elected rural assemblies, known as zemstvos. 

· levy local taxes 

· operate elementary schools and orphanages

· build and maintain roads and bridges

· promote public and animal health. 

The zemstvos did important work in the Russian countryside, and they represented Russia's first experiment in representative government.

Other Reforms

· Reform of the legal and judicial system. The principle of equality before the law was proclaimed, and a new system of courts was established. 

· 1870 decree created municipal dumas - elected councils.

· Army reform

Alexander II and Poland
· Alexander II was first moderate toward Poland, until the 1863 revolt

· Following the suppression of the revolt, the Russians intensified their efforts to promote the Russification of Poland.

Russian Expansion

· Russia continued its expansionist policies in Siberia and Central Asia. 

· By the end of Alexander II's reign, Russian control extended over almost all of Central Asia north of Persia and Afghanistan, reaching from the Caspian Sea eastward to the border of China.

Populism and Terrorism

1870s -  middle-class radicals launched the Populist movement (the "going to the people" movement). 

· The uneducated Russian peasants generally failed to respond and often betrayed the radicals to the police.

· Some radicals turned to terrorism, creating an or​ganization known as the People's Will. 

In March 1881 Alexander II agreed to establish a representative council to advise the government on reform measures, but on that same day, terrorists assassinated him.

Tsar Alexander III (r. 1881-1894)

Tsar Alexander III was a determined autocrat who ruled Russia with an iron hand, rejecting all proposals for further reform. 

· The secret police, moved to crush the terrorist movement.

· Renewed emphasis on the traditional formula of Autocracy, Orthodoxy, and Nationalism. 

· Censorship was tightened, and controls over education were increased. 

· Efforts to promote the Russification of the country's ethnic and religious minorities were intensified.

· The 1880s marked the beginning of Russia's industrial revolution. Railway mileage increased, and coal production mounted, as did the output of pig iron and steel.

· Russia remained a predominant​ly agricultural country - over 80% of the population was rural.

Tsar Nicholas II (r 1894-1917)


The last of the Romanovs, he was as determined as his father had been to uphold the autocracy, although he lacked Alexander III's iron will and determination. 

The Growth of Radicalism

Despite repression, radical movements continued to develop.

Social Democrats: Mensheviks and Bolsheviks

· Russian Marxists organized an illegal party, the Russian Social Democratic Party - inspired by George Plekhanov, the father of Russian Marxism

· They sought to organize the increasing number of industrial workers as a revolutionary force. 

· In 1903, they split into two rival factions, the relatively moderate Mensheviks (majority) and the hard-core revolutionary Bolsheviks (minority), led by Vladimir Lenin (d. 1924).
Other Radical Groups

· In 1901, a group of agrarian radicals, the political descendants of the Populists, established the illegal Socialist Revolutionary Party. 

· In 1903, middle-class liberals, many of whom had been active in the zemstvos, organized the Union of Liberation.
Its goal was the establishment of a constitutional monarchy. 

So we have these groups:

· Social Democrats made up of Mensheviks and Bolsheviks

· Socialist Revolutionaries

· Union of Liberation
The Revolution of 1905


· Russia's was defeated by defeat by Japan in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905 

· This discredited the tsarist government. 

· Bloody Sunday - The first act of the revolution on a Sunday in January 1905, when troops fired on a large peaceful demonstration in St.Petersburg. 

· Demonstrations and strikes swept the country. 

· Potemkin - For the most part, the armed forces remained loyal to the tsar, although a famous mutiny occurred among the sailors of the battleship Potemkin in the Black Sea.


October Manifesto (1905)

Nicholas II issued the October Manifesto 

· Promised to grant a constitution, 

· to provide guarantees of civil liberties, 

· to establish the Duma as an elected parliament.

Fundamental Laws - The Russian constitution

Nicholas II restricted the powers of the Duma. 

· The tsar retained control of financial affairs and foreign policy, as well as the authority to dissolve the Duma.

· The tsar  also created a conservative upper house, the Council of State, which would have to pass on all legislation 

Political Parties

Political parties were now legal, and the Mensheviks, Bolsheviks, and Socialist Revolutionaries were allowed to gather openly.

The Octobfists and the Cadets

The middle-class liberals established two parties. 

· Octobfists - named for the October Manifesto, they generally accepted the concessions the tsar had granted. 

· Cadets or the Constitutional Democrats - urged further political reforms. 

The Dumas Under Government Control

· The first two Dumas were hostile to the government of the Tsar and soon dissolved, the next two were more conservative 

· The first Duma, which was elected in 1906, expressed opposition to government policies and was soon dissolved. 

· In 1907, the second Duma was even more hostile to the government and it was quickly dissolved.

· The third Duma, elected in 1907, was more conservative and served its full term, as did the fourth Duma (1912-1917). 

Attempts to hold back the coming revolution

· Despite reforms, Russia remained a semi-autocracy. 

· In 1907 the Prime Minister attempted to conciliate the peasants - they could now withdraw from village communes and  receive title to their land.

· Before the law could take effect Russia was in war and revolution

· The tsarist government was adamant in its refusal to enact further reforms.


· A growing middle class wanted more constitutional government, the peasants and workers wanted relief from poverty.


European Migration and Colonization

The migration of large numbers of Europeans into the Americas, Australia, and other parts of the world was one of the major events of the 19th century. 

· Colonization in Africa and Asia transformed those lands, for they became bound economically and politically to Europe. 

· The polit​ical hegemony of Europe was to last little more than a century in Africa and Asia

· Yet European culture sank its roots so deeply in those lands that it appears to be permanent.

· The 19th century witnessed a huge movement of people in Europe from farms to cities. 

· European men and women moved to every other continent bringing their culture with them.

· The underlying causes of migration were the result of personal decisions of millions of people that life would be better somewhere other than in Europe. 

· By 1850 serfdom was abolished, except for Russia, so men and women were free to move. 

· Governments put no hindrance in their way.

· The building of railroads and the abundance of steamships offering cheap tickets made the journey possible for the masses. 

· Demographers estimate that nearly 60,000,000 Europeans left their homes from 1815 to 1914 to settle in foreign places. 

· Great Britain, Ireland, Italy, Austria-Hungary, and Germany, in that order, were the countries that supplied the largest number of emigrants crossing the oceans. 

· The chosen destinations were principally the United States, Argentina, Canada, Brazil, and Australia. 

· In the other direction, approximately 7,000,000 Russians moved eastward into Siberian and Inner Asian homes. 

The New Imperialism -  an overview

All over Europe politicians suddenly decided that colonies were necessary for any country aspiring to be a world power.

· This movement is known as colonialism or the new imperialism.  

· Along with European economic interest went colonies of settlers into Asia and Africa.

· Wealthy and middle class businessmen, railroad builders, and factory owners eagerly pursued growth. 

· Growth meant looking for new sources of raw materials and for customers in other parts of the world. 

The Technology of Empire

· Engineering an Empire – the Suez Canal , the telegraph, machine guns

· Medical Advances.  – quinine

· The technological advantage maintained by the Europeans can at least partially explain the speed with which they were able to erect their empires.

Motives for Empire

· Economics – investment/profit

· Geopolitics – protect lands and investments and sea routes, increased military spending yielded more jobs and more profits

· Nationalism – public opinion was shaped to develop patriotic fervor and xenophobia – led to increased hostilities 

Benjamin Disraeli assumed the leadership of the Conservative Party. Disraeli's plan committed the Conservatives to a stronger colonial policy - The “Big Englanders”
· He fervently believed that it was Great Britain's role to lead the European world into unclaimed lands of Asia and Africa.

· The same sentiments found echoes in the French Belgian, Dutch, and Italian press. 

· Only East Europeans kept apart from the colonizing fever.

Imperialism in the Early Nineteenth Century

For ¾ of the 19th century, European states showed relatively little interest in overseas expansion - only Great Britain and the Netherlands were major “players”.

· Great Britain - had created a vast empire in the 18th century, but demonstrated little enthusiasm for further expansion. 

· British opponents of colonial expansion ("Little Englanders") insisted that their focus should be on domestic affairs.

· Netherlands – was content with its profitable island empire in the East Indies, taken from Portugal in the early 17th century.

· France- France, lost most of its overseas empire in the 18th century, too preoccupied with domestic problems to devote attention to overseas expansion. 

· Prussia and Austria - focused their attention on European issues.

Russia

Russia was the only European power to continue its expansionist policy throughout the 19th, although Russian expansion was overland and not overseas. 

· pressed against the declining power of the Ottoman Empire 

· moved into Central Asia 

· also Maritime Provinces on the Sea of Japan.

Renewed Interest in Expansion

During the 1870s, the European powers suddenly developed a new interest in overseas expansion. 

· Great Britain- acquisition of additional colonies became an object of government policy and won wide public support  

· France-  achieved a measure of domestic political stability under the Third Republic and also began to look outward. 

· Germany and Italy - recently achieved unification, many regarded imperial expansion as evidence of national greatness.

Belief in their cultural (and later racial) superiority convinced Europeans of their need to 
bring western culture and Christianity to backward "heathen" peoples in Africa and Asia.  

Social Darwinism

· Social Darwinists emphasized the idea of life as a struggle, with the stronger surviving at the expense of the weaker. 

· Countries that failed to expand were seen as losing the struggle for survival. 

· The United States spread from the Atlantic to the Pacific, destroying Native Americans in the process, and then expanded into the Pacific and Caribbean.

Religious and Humanitarian Motives

· There was a great upsurge in Christian missionary activity by both Catholics and Protestants. 

· The story of Dr. David Livingstone, a Scottish mis​sionary, provides a good example of the joining of religious and humanitarian motives. 
Economic Motives

· Growth of European industry -demands for new raw materials, new markets for their products  

· Profits of industry needed new opportunities for investment of surplus capital 

· Financiers manipulated public opinion to win broad popular support for expansion and used political influence to induce governments to acquire additional colonies.

· In the race for colonies, the imperial powers appeared more interested simply in the acquisition of territory than in the specific economic advantages that might be gained.

· Colonies also served as convenient locales for exiled criminals (like AUSTRALIA)

The British Empire in the Early Nineteenth Century

In the early 19th century, the British controlled the most extensive empire in human history. 

· The Western Hemisphere - Canada, islands in the West Indies, British Honduras in Central America, and British Guiana in South America.  The British North America Act of 1867 established the Dominion of Canada with extensive autonomy in domestic policy.

· Africa - the Cape of Good Hope (from the Napoleonic wars), trading stations along Africa's coasts.  During the 1820s, British settlers moved into the Cape Colony, where friction soon developed between them and the Boers, the descendants of Dutch colonists who had settled at the Cape during the 17th century.   In the Great Trek of 1835-1837, the Boers moved northward into the interior, where they established two independent republics, the Orange Free State and the Transvaal. 

· India – gained in the 7 years war, administered by the British East India Company.  In 1857, the Great Mutiny occurred- Indian troops uprising, the British government established its direct control over India.

· China - when the Chinese sought to prevent the British impor​tation into China of opium from India, the British went to war against China in 1841. The Opium War in 1842, led the British to annex Hong Kong and compelled the Chinese to open five ports to foreign trade. 

· Australia -  In the South Pacific, British possessions included Australia and New Zealand, which attracted many settlers from Great Britain and Ireland.  Australia acquired rights of self-government as a dominion in 1901, while New Zealand gained dominion status in 1907.

· Worldwide Outposts - The British also controlled a number of key strategic points around the world

Gibraltar at the western entrance to the Mediterranean Sea

the island of Malta in the central Mediterranean

Aden at the southern end of the Red Sea

Ceylon off the southeastern coast of India

the great port of Singapore at the southern tip of the Malay peninsula. 

Expansion of British Imperialism in Africa in the later 19th century

Egypt and the Suez canal

In 1875, Prime Minister Disraeli bought 44 percent of the shares in the Suez Canal Company from Egypt's ruler.

· By the end of the decade, the British and French established joint control over Egypt's finances. 

· British imperialists regarded the Suez Canal, which had been built by a French company and opened in 1869, as an essential link between Great Britain and India.

· The British established a protectorate over Egypt in 1882, eliminating the French from Egyptian affairs.

South Africa

The Jameson Raid

British attempts to seize all of South Africa from the Dutch

· In 1886, gold was discovered in the Boer republic of the Transvaal. 

· Tension mounted between the Boers and the British. 

· In 1895, Dr. Leander  Jameson led an unsuc​cessful raid into the Transvaal -convinced the Transvaal president that the prime minister of Cape Colony was plotting to take over the Boer republics (Transvaal and the Orange Free State).

· William II of Germany sent a telegram of congratulations to Transvaal for success in turning back the Jameson Raid.

· The British greatly resented this interference.

The Boer War -  broke out in 1899. 

· The Transvaal and the Orange Free State put up a determined resistance, but the war ended with a British victory in 1902. 

· In 1910, the British united Cape Colony, Natal, the Transvaal, and the Orange Free State to form the Union of South Africa, a self-governing dominion.

Other British African Possessions

In West Africa, the British expanded their old trading stations into full-scale colonies

· These included Gambia, Sierra Leone, the Gold Coast, and Nigeria. 

· In East Africa, British possessions included Kenya, Uganda, and British Somaliland, and the island of Zanzibar.

Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902) - In South Africa, Rhodes was the central figure in British imperialist activity. 

His dream - creation of a belt of British African possessions from the Cape of Good Hope in the south to Egypt in the north. 

The French Empire in the Early Nineteenth Century

In 1815, the French retained only a small part of their once substan​tial empire. 

· West Indies – some islands remained - Guadeloupe, Martinique, and several other small islands remained under French control, as did French Guiana in South America. 

· Africa - France operated several coastal trading stations and exerted some influence in Egypt and the Middle East.  In 1830, the French began the process of acquiring Algeria in North Africa. 

· Asia and the Pacific - France began to move into Indochina during the 1860s. In 1843, France established a protectorate over Tahiti and soon moved to extend control over other islands in the South Pacific. 

French Imperialism in Africa in the late 19th century

France succeeded in creating a huge empire in Africa. 

· In North Africa, the French extended their control over Tunisia and a protectorate over Morocco (1880s)

· The French developed a number of colonies in French Equatorial Africa and in French West Africa. 

· France also acquired the large island of Madagascar off Africa's east coast, as well as French Somaliland on the Red Sea.

The Anglo-French Conflict Over the Sudan

The Sudan, located to the south of Egypt, became the object of a serious Anglo-French dispute in 1898.

· In 1884, a British and Egyptian force commanded by General Charles Gordon (1833-1885) marched up the Nile River into the Sudan from its base in Egypt. 

· Gordon's force was besieged at Khartoum by troops of a Moslem religious leader. 

· The ten-month siege ended in 1885 with the massacre of Gordon's army.

· A decade later, an Anglo-Egyptian force advanced into the Sudan and defeated the Moslem forces. A few days later, the British encountered a French force from French Equatorial Africa.

· The French would back down – and seek an alliance with England against Germany instead

King Leopold II and the Congo

During the 1870s, King Leopold II of Belgium began of establishing an imperial domain in Africa- under his personal rule

· Treaties with chieftains in the Congo region and a conference in Berlin authorized the Congo Free State under his rule. 

· The Congo became notorious for Leopold's use of forced labor in the production of rubber, ivory, and minerals.

· As international protests intensified, the Belgian government finally assumed control of the Congo in 1908.

Other Imperial Powers in Africa in the late 19th century

· Germany -  Bismarck, had little interest in imperial expansion, believing that he needed attention to domestic and European matters.  He gave way in the face of demands made by powerful interest groups.  

     In 1884-5, he acquired Togoland and the Cameroons in West Africa, German Southwest Africa, and German East Africa. 

· Italy - In contrast to Germany, Italy was relatively unsuccessful in its colonial endeavors in Africa. In the mid-1890s, Italy began an abortive attempt to seize Ethiopia (Abyssinia). They acquired Tripoli in North Africa from the Turks in 1912, but Ethiopia succeeded in maintaining its independence, as did the republic of Liberia in West Africa. 

· United States - Liberia was virtually an American protectorate, settled by freed American slaves earlier in the 19th century. 

· Portugal and Spain - the Portuguese and Spanish possessions in Africa expanded. Coastal trading stations, including Spanish Guinea in West Africa and after 1900  Spain established a protectorate over Spanish Morocco.
British Imperialism in Asia in the late 19th century

· India remained firmly under the control of Great Britain. 

· British responded to France's moves into Indochina by annexing Burma in 1886.

· Great Britain and Germany agreed to partition New Guinea, north of Australia, in 1884, while the British and the Dutch partitioned Borneo in the East Indies in 1891.

French Imperialism in Asia in the late 19th century

From the 1860s to the 1890s, the French extended their control over Indochina.  

· As the French expanded and the British moved from India into Burma, the possibility of conflict developed between the two major imperial powers. 

· In 1896 Great Britain and France agreed to maintain Siam (modern Thailand) as an independent buffer state.

Imperialism in China in the 1890s

A major theater of imperialist activity since the Manchu dynasty (ruled China since the 17th  century) proved incapable of controlling the country.

· Great Britain, already holding Hong Kong and having other commercial interests in China, developed greater influence throughout mainland China

· France focused attention in the south-  areas around Indochina.

Japanese Intervention

The emergence of Japan as a major power was an unexpected event.  

· In the 17th century, the Japanese had effectively isolated them​selves from the outside world. 

· Japanese  isolation continued until 1854, when an American naval expedition, commanded by Commodore Mat​thew C. Perry, compelled Japan to establish commercial relations with other countries.  

· Japan defeats China - Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895.  Russia, Germany, and France, fearing an advance of Japanese power in China, intervened - and reduced what China had been forced to concede to Japan.

· Germans and Russians moved to take advantage of Japan's setback while France and Great Britain also expanded their interests in China.

The Boxer Rebellion (1900)

Intensifying anti-foreign feeling in China resulted in the outbreak of the Boxer Rebellion.

· 200 foreign mis​sionaries and other civilians were killed, and foreign legations in the capital city of Peking were besieged. 

· An international expeditionary force was dispatched to China to break the siege and suppress the revolt.

The Russo-Japanese War (1904)

Russian advances in northern China angered the Japanese. 

· Russia had moved to create a sphere of influence in Manchuria

· Russia also began to show some interest in expanding into Korea.

· Japan executed a surprise attack on the Russian Far Eastern fleet while anchored at port.

· Yamamoto copied these tactics at Pearl Harbor in 1941! 

· The Japanese defeated the Russians in other battles, destroyed part of the Russian Baltic Sea fleet (sent to the Far East) 

· President Theodore Roosevelt of the United States offered to mediate the conflict. 

· Under the terms of the treaty signed in 1905, Japan acquired some desired territory and northern Manchuria remained a Russian sphere of influence (with Japan dominating the south).

· Korea was now open to Japanese penetration, and Japan annexed Korea in 1910.

The New American Empire

In the late 19th century, the United States joined the ranks of imperialist powers. 

· Alaska was purchased from Russia in 1867. 

· The U.S. acquired the rights to a naval base at Pago Pago in the South Pacific in 1878. In 1899, Samoa was parti​tioned between the United States and Germany.

· Hawaii was annexed in 1898

· The Spanish-American War resulted in the American acquisition of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippine Islands, with Cuba effectively an American protec​torate.

· War in the Philippines (1898-1902) in part was over American imperialist interests in a backdoor to China

· The growing role of the United States in world affairs was symbol​ized by its building of a two-ocean navy and the construction of the Panama Canal, which opened to shipping in 1914.

· Americans focused their attention on the Pacific Ocean and East Asia, as well as the Caribbean and Central America, maintaining their traditional reluctance to become involved in European affairs.

The Events Leading to WWI
The European Great Powers

In 1871, the ranks of the great powers included Germany, France, Great Britain, Austria, Russia, and Italy.

Germany  (primary "enemy" was France)

· Bismarck believed that Germany, having achieved its national unification, had no further territorial ambitions. 

· Germany needed to consolidate its domestic institutions, promote its economy, and maintain its position as the most powerful state on the European continent. 

France  (primary "enemy" was Germany - but also confronted Great Britain)

· France desired to regain the provinces of Alsace and Lorraine, which it had lost to Germany in 1871

· The French were too weak to challenge Germany without the assistance of an ally. 

· France directed itself toward imperial expansion in Africa and Asia.

Great Britain  (primary "enemy" was France - but also Russia and later Germany) 

· Great Britain sought to maintain its "splendid isolation" from the affairs of the European continent and to focus its attention on the British Empire. 

· Britain's imperial interests in Africa and Asia conflicted especially with those of France and Russia.

Austria (primary "enemy" was Russia, especially over the Balkans)

· Austria took a defensive position, seeking to limit the growth of Slavic nationalism within its own borders and to the southeast in the Balkans. 

Russia (primary "enemy" was Austria - in the Balkans)

· Russia continued its traditional expansionist policies in an effort to advance its power  in East Asia and in the Balkans. 

· Competing interests of Austria and Russia in the Balkans led to disputes between the two powers.


Italy (some disputes with France)

· Sought claim to great-power status by building a North African empire - led to disputes with France.


The Three Emperors' League (1872)
- Germany, Austria and Russia

Bismarck's efforts to preserve European peace and stability by keeping France isolated achieved their first success in the formation of the Three Emperors' League.

· William I,  Francis Joseph, and Alexander II pledged to cooperate in efforts to maintain peace and the status quo.

· Only the Balkans threatened this peace

· Austro-Russian conflict in the Balkans led to the collapse of the Three Emperors' League - it restarted later but was fragile


The Balkan crisis of the late 19th century

· The Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78.    
- A revolt against Ottoman rule broke out in Bulgaria. 

      - Serbia and Montenegro declaring war on the Ottoman Empire (Turkey)

      - Russia asserted its role as the protectors of the Slavs and Orthodox Christians and also declared war on the Ottomans 

· War ended with the independence of Serbia, Montenegro, and Rumania and a large Bulgaria, including most of Macedonia.  

· This war increased Russian power in the Balkans and threatened Austrian interests in the region. 

· British also feared the advance of Russian power and sent ships to the Turkish Straits, threatened war with Russia.

The War does NOT expand

· To prevent a major war, Bismarck invited the great powers to send representatives to a meeting in Berlin. 

· This resulted in a new treaty which confirmed the independence of Serbia, Montenegro, and Rumania, but with the Turks  retaining Macedonia. 

· As compensation for the increase of Russian influence in the Balkans, Austria received the right to occupy and administer  Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

· The stage is set for the disaster to come

· The British gained the right to occupy the island of Cyprus in the eastern Mediterranean.

· Bismarck intended this settlement as a compromise that would recognize Russian predominance in the eastern Balkans and Austrian control of the western Balkans. 

The Triple Alliance (1882) - Germany, Austria and Italy

Italy joined Germany and Austria in a secret defensive alliance, the Triple Alliance. 

· The French had established a protectorate over Tunisia in North Africa which angered the Italians. 

· Bismarck now had ties with Italy as well as with Austria and Russia, and France was now isolated.
The Reinsurance Treaty (1887)

· When the Three Emperors League broke down, the Russians wanted to stay close with Germany.

· The treaty provided for benevolent neutrality in case either partner became in​volved in war 

· The exception would be if Germany attacked France (Russia might help Germany) or Russia attacked Austria (Then Germany must support Austria). 

The Dismissal of Bismarck (1890) - the isolation of France breaks down

· In 1890, Emperor William II dismissed Bismarck as Germany's chancellor. 

· Bismarck's successors were far less capable

· Germany's international position quickly deteriorated. 

· In 1890, Germany decided not to renew the Reinsurance Treaty with Russia, 

· Germany feared it would be impossible to balance Germany's commitments to both Russia and Austria. 

· The Germans also did not fear a French and Russian (Franco-Russian) alliance - they were mistaken!

The Franco-Russian Alliance (1894)

Long-isolated France and newly isolated Russia began to draw together. 

· They signed a secret military alliance in 1894, at the time directed primarily against Great Britain

· Great Britain was a common rival of both France and Russia in the Mediterranean and Asia.

· The target of their concern will change later (to Germany)

Deterioration of Anglo-German Relations

By the 1890s, Anglo-German relations became less cordial than they had been when Bismarck directed German policy. 

· William II's telegram of support to the Transvaal in 1896 angered the British. 

· The British were alarmed by Germany's development of a high-seas fleet.


The Anglo-French Entente (1904)
Colonial disputes gave tension to Anglo-French relations, but the French believed that Germany was the greater threat.  

· In 1898, the French foreign minister, urged the French government to give way to Great Britain in the Sudan crisis. 

· French withdrawal from the Sudan marked the beginning of a reorientation of French policy. 

· During the Boer War, widespread international hostility to Great Britain convinced the British that isolation was dangerous. 

· Anglo-French negotiations led to the conclusion of the agreement in 1904 which dealt with colonial issues. 

· Following this, France and Great Britain began to consult on international issues of mutual interest.


By the early 1900s, Germany's international position had deteriorated considerably. 

· As Italy improved its relations with France, Austria became Germany's only reliable ally.

Secret Italian-French Agreement (1902)

· Italy’s agreement with France promised to support French efforts to establish a protectorate over Morocco 

· French would support Italian ambitions elsewhere in North Africa. 

The First Moroccan Crisis (1905)

Emperor William I1 attempted to improve Germany's diplomatic position. 

· The Germans provoked a crisis over Morocco, where the French were in the process of creating a protectorate. 

· William II went to Tangier, and declared that Germany had interests in Moroccan independence. 

· The Ger​mans expected that Russia, defeated by Japan, could not assist France

· The Germans hoped that Britain would give France only token support. 

· They pressed for an international conference to consider the status of Morocco and found only the support of Austria. 

· France could now proceed with the establishment of its protectorate over Morocco.

· Germany's belligerent attitude created a poor impression and brought France, Russia, and Great Britain together more closely

The Anglo-Russian Entente (1907)


Japan's defeat of Russia reduced Britain's fears of Russian expansion in East Asia, although British and Russian interests continued to clash in other areas.

· With French encouragement, London & St. Petersburg resolved their differences to collaborate in European affairs.

The Triple Entente


This completed the process of establishing the Triple Entente of France, Great Britain, and Russia.  

· The Triple Entente looked like it now faced the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria, and Italy. 

· The world was on the brink of war and the two camps started war contingency plans 

WWI is about to begin!


A series of international crises in the years after 1907 increased tension and uncertainty in Europe and contributed to the outbreak of war in 1914. 

The Bosnian Crisis (1908-09)

· Austria and Russia agreed to resolve their differences over the Balkans area with Russia getting access to the sea and Austria annexing Bosnia and Herzegovina.

· These changes were intended to be simultaneous, but Austria jumped the gun in 1908 and infuriated the Russians. 

· As the crisis mounted, Germany gave Austria its full support. 

· The threat of war with both Austria and Germany forced the Russians to back down in the spring of 1909. 

The Second Moroccan Crisis (1911)

· Germany renewed its objections to the establishment of a French protectorate over Morocco. 

· Tension eased when the French agreed to cede part of the French Congo to Germany in return for German recognition of the French position in Morocco.

· Once again, Germany's belligerent diplomacy caused alarm. 

· In 1912, the British navy began to concentrate its warships in the North Sea, while the French shifted the bulk of their navy to the Mediter​ranean. 

The Italo-Turkish War (1911-12)

· Italy went to war against the Ottoman Empire in an attempt to take control of Tripoli (Libya) in northern Africa. 

· The Italians easily defeated the Turks, and the peace treaty, signed in 1912, awarded Tripoli to Italy.

The Balkan Wars (Two wars from 1912-13)

· Italy defeated the Turks over Libya and then the small Balkan states also pressed demands against the Ottoman Empire

· Under Russian patronage, Bulgaria, Serbia, Montenegro, and Greece had formed the Balkan League
· The Russians supported Serbia's demand for access to the Adriatic Sea

· The Austrians urged the creation of a new Balkan state, Albania, to contain Serbia's expansion. 

· An international conference supported Austria's position.  

· The establishment of Albania represented a setback for Serbia and Russia.

The Second Balkan War (1913)

· Denied access to the Adriatic, Serbia demanded part of Macedonia belonging to Bulgaria

· Serbia, Montenegro, and Greece from the Balkan league joined with Rumania and Turkey to defeat Bulgaria 

· Bulgaria was  forced to cede territory to Rumania, with Serbia and Greece gaining most of Macedonia. 

The important outcome of the Balkan wars:

· Heightened ever-present nationalism in the Balkans

· The Russians felt compelled to support Serbia more firmly in the future

· Austia will seek to limit Serbia, while the Germans believed it was essential to back Austria

The Sarajevo Crisis

On June 28, 1914, the final crisis began at Sarajevo, the capital of the Austrian province of Bosnia.   

· A South Slav nationalist assassinated Archduke Francis Ferdinand

· Rather than a local affair - full mobilization of Russia set off a chain reaction

· German war plans were enacted which made a broad-scale European conflict inevitable

World War I - the players
The Allies of World War I:

· the nations of the Triple Entente: France, Russia, and Great Britain. 

· Serbia 

· Italy, Rumania, and Greece ultimately supported the Allied cause

· as did the United States and Japan. 

The Central Powers:

· the imperial league: Germany and Austria-Hungary

· sup​ported by Bulgaria 

· and the Ottoman Empire

The war in Serbia became almost a side issue - with the majority of the war fought elsewhere

· In 1915 Bulgaria entered the war on Germany's side (at odds with Serbia on the Allied side since the 2nd Balkan War) 

· Bulgarian forces helped Germany and Austria crush Serbia at the end of 1915.

The War in the West, 1914-1917

Players looked much as they had in the 19th century - but the locomotive and the machine gun would change war forever

· The two front war - the Schliffen war plan - 6 weeks from "front" to "front"

· The French battle line

· The first action of the war - the Germans invasion of Belgium 

· The British Expeditionary Force (BEF) was sent to France

Battle of the Marne 

The French were loosing and the Germans crossed the Marne River twelve miles from Paris, but they lacked the strength to push on and take the capital

Stalemate on the Western Front
The front in France became stalemated, with the Germans controlling most of Belgium and a large section of northern France. 

· The two sides dug trenches, which they protected with barbed wire and concrete pillboxes. 

· Trench warfare continued in France for the better part of four years. 

· Each side launched offensives, but the machine guns of the defenders mowed down the advancing infantrymen. 

· In an attempt to achieve a breakthrough, both sides used heavy artillery. 

· The Germans used chlorine gas for the first time in 1915. 

· Neither artillery nor poison gas proved decisive

Battle of Verdun

In 1916, the Germans massed their armies and artillery in an assault on the French stronghold at Verdun. 

· Failing to take it, the Germans moved to the defensive and the battle continued throughout the year.

· The front was stabilized much as it had been at the beginning of the year. 

· At Verdun, the French suffered ½ million casualties, while German losses were almost as great. 

Battle of the Somme

In 1916, the British and French launched a great offensive on the Somme River. 

· Along the thirty-mile front, the Allies achieved a maximum advance of only seven miles. 

· By the time the battle ended, British casualties totaled 400,000, French 200,000 casualties, and German 650,000. 

· During the battle, the British used tanks for the first time. 

· Like heavy artillery and gas, tanks failed to produce a decisive breakthrough.

The Western Front in 1917

The war-weariness of the French required the British to assume greater responsibility for the front in France. 

· During 1917, British offensives proved both indecisive and costly.  

· After more than three years of fighting, neither the Allied nor the German armies had made any real gains and both sides had suffered tremendous casualties.

The Eastern Front -1914-1917 - German Victories in East Prussia


· On the eastern front, the Russians did relatively well against the armies of the Austro-Hungarian empire. 

· When the war began the Russians succeeded in mobilizing more rapidly than the Germans expected. 

· Two Russian armies invaded East Prussia but the Germans inflicted crushing defeats on them. 

· While this happened,  the Russians scored some successes at the expense of Austria-Hungary in Poland

· In order to relieve the pressure on their allies, the Germans pushed toward Warsaw. 

· By the end of 1914, the Russians held almost all of Galicia (Austrian Poland), while the Ger​mans occupied about one-quarter of Russian Poland. 

Russia falters

Russia's industry was inadequate to meet the country's needs, and ammunition and military equipment were in short supply.

· In September 1915, Tsar Nicholas II took over the supreme command of the Russian army and then began a great offensive against the Austrians in Galicia - which was halted with German aid.

· Prior to this, Rumania entered the war on Russia's side hoping to acquire territory (Transylvania from Austria-Hungary)
Defeat of Russia
By the end of 1916, the Germans had, in effect, defeated Russia, and the revolutions of 1917 ended any possibility that the Russians might continue fighting. 

· The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, signed in March 1918, ended the war between Russia and the Central Powers. 

The Italian Front, 1915-1917

Although Italy was still technically allied with Germany and Austria at the start of the war, it remained neutral 

· To win Italy's support, the Allies set a secret treaty in 1915 promising the Italians Austrian, Turkish, and African territory 

· Italy entered the war on the side of the Allies

· Italy was unsuccessful in its war against Austria, and defeated in the fall of 1917-  British and French had to rush troops in to help the Italians stabilize the front

The Allies before 1917 had hope to stabilize and strengthen Tsarist Russia at all cost.  The great campaigns in the middle east, Turkey and battles in the North Sea - were all for this purpose

The Gallipoli Campaign and the Middle East

· In late 1914, the Ottoman Empire entered the war on the side of the Central Powers, closing the Turkish Straits to the Allies. 

· The western Allies were unable to ship vital war supplies to the faltering Russians.

· Winston Churchill, the British first lord of the admiralty, pushed for a campaign to open the straits. 

· In early 1915, the British launched an amphibious invasion of the Gallipoli Peninsula, which failed due to errors in planning and execution. 

· The Allies, especially the Russians, were able to make substantial gains at Turkish expense elsewhere in the Middle East.

· The Turks then began to deport and massacre the Armenians, whom they accused of aiding the Russians. 

· With the Turkish Straits closed to Allied shipping, the British hoped to open a route to Russia through Turkish-ruled Mesopotamia.

· In March 1917, the British seized Baghdad and soon took control of most of Mesopotamia. 

· Under the leadership of Colonel T. E. Lawrence (1888-1935), known as Lawrence of Arabia, the British succeeded in stirring up revolts among the Arab subjects of the Turks.

· In 1917, the British invaded Palestine, capturing Jerusalem in December.

· None of this was in time to help the Russians, however

The War at Sea

· A cause of the war - Germany's fleet development to rival the British

· Germany's much-vaunted high-seas fleet had little impact on the Allies during World War I. 

· Their submarines, on the other hand, posed a serious threat.

Battle of Jutland

In 1916, the British Grand Fleet battled the German fleet at the Battle of Jutland in the North Sea, off the coast of Denmark. 

· The Germans inflicted substantially greater damage on the British than they suffered, but the battle proved indecisive. 

· The Germans failed to break the British blockade, while the British failed to open the Baltic Sea route to Russia. 

Submarine Warfare


In 1915, in an effort to starve out the British, the Germans declared a submarine blockade of the British Isles. 

· Unrestricted submarine warfare

· In May, a German U-boat sank the British passenger liner Lusitania off the Irish coast, with the loss of 139 American lives. 

· At American request - the Germans stepped back from their submarine policy - for a time

· Later in 1916 many German leaders urged the renewal of unrestricted submarine warfare in an attempt to knock Great Britain out of the war. 

United States' Declaration of War - 1917

· On February 26, a British liner was sunk without warning; two Americans died in the sinking. 

· Zimmermann Telegram - On March 1, the Zimmermann Telegram was revealed in which the Germans proposed an alliance with Mexico, promising to restore Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona to the Mexicans.


· The United States declared war on Germany in early April, but American troops were not present in large numbers on the front in France until almost a year later.

· American participation in the war provided the French and British with what they most needed: manpower. 

The End of World War - 1918

In March, the Germans launched a massive offensive in France in a final effort to win the war.

· The British rushed in reinforcements, and some 2 million American troops, commanded by General John J. "Black Jack" Pershing, began to arrive in France. 

· In April, the Allies established a unified command, headed by a French general 

· In mid-July the French, British, and American armies began a counterattack - the long offensive that ended the war. 

· The Germans began to retreat along a broad front. 

· On August 8, 1918, the Black Day of the German Army, British tanks scored a major breakthrough near Amiens. 

Armistice (1918)

· At the end of September, Bulgaria signed an armistice, as did Turkey in October, Austria and Germany in November. 

· World War I resulted in the loss of some 10 million military and civilian lives. 

· Another 20 million were wounded.


The Paris Peace Conference

In January 1919, the peace conference began in Paris. Delegates representing some thirty-two nations attended. 

The main decisions, however, were made by the Council of Four:

· President Woodrow Wilson of the United States

· Premier Clemen​ceau of France

· Prime Minister Lloyd George of Great Britain

· Premier Orlando of Italy.

Wilson's Fourteen Points

A year earlier, President Wilson had presented his proposals for a peace based on principles of justice. 

In the Fourteen Points, some of what he called for was as follows:

· open diplomacy, 

· freedom of the seas,

· free trade, 

· a reduction of armaments, 

· self-determination for the subject peoples of the German, Austro-Hungarian, and Ottoman em​pires

In the fourteenth point, Wilson endorsed the creation of "a general association of nations." 

· The League of Nations became the central part of Wilson's vision of the postwar world, 

· The Fourteen Points as a whole put the United States on a collision course with the European Allies - many wanted Germany to pay dearly for the war

French, British, and Italian Objectives

· Wilson sought to promote what he had earlier termed a "peace without victory" 

· Clemenceau was determined to gain security for France against a possible future resurgence of German power, with substantial reparations from Germany to pay for the reconstruction of war-ravaged northern France. 

· Lloyd George hoped to restore a continental balance of power so that Great Britain could devote its attention to its empire

· Orlando's primary objective was to gain as much territory as possible for Italy

The Treaty of Versailles

The Paris Peace Conference produced five treaties for Germany, Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey. 

· The most important was the Treaty of Versailles, the peace settlement with Germany.

The Rhineland

In drafting this treaty, a major controversy developed over French demands regarding the German Rhineland. 

· Clemenceau wanted to separate this territory from Germany to create a buffer state along the Franco-German border. 

· Compromise - the Allies would occupy the Rhineland for 15 years and that it would be permanently demilitarized. 

· The United States and Great Britain promised to come to the defense of France in the event of a future German attack (However, neither Great Britain nor the United States ever ratified this pact)

Alsace and Lorraine; the Saar

· The Treaty of Versailles restored the provinces of Alsace and Lorraine to France. 

· It also provided that the coal-rich "Saar" in west Germany would be under control of the League of Nations for 15 years. 

· During this period, the coal of the Saar would be the absolute property of the French state

Poland

Germany suffered small territorial losses to Belgium and Denmark, but the most extensive territorial losses occurred in the east

· Poland was newly created as a free state, with a large piece of eastern Germany

· The "Polish Corridor" was a odd contrivance to give Poland access to the Baltic Sea

· Poland also gained territory from Austria.

· In 1920, the Poles waged war against Russia and pushed their frontiers further eastward.

Territorial Settlements, 1919-1926 - German Disarmament and Reparations

The disarmament clauses of the Treaty of Versailles also caused resentment among the Germans. 

· The German army was restricted to 100,000 men, to be raised by long-term enlistments

· The navy was reduced to the status of a coastal defense force. 

· Germany was to be allowed no air force, no tanks, and no submarines.

· Article 231 of the treaty became known as the war-guilt clause. Under its terms, Germany and its allies accepted the responsibility for causing the war. 

The Mandate System

Africa

· The Treaty of Versailles deprived Germany of its colonies in Africa and the Pacific. 

· The German colonies in Africa were assigned to Great Britain, the Union of South Africa, and France as mandates under the supervision of the League of Nations. 

The Pacific

· Germany's islands in the North Pacific went to Japan as mandates

· Australia and New Zealand acquired Germany's island colonies in the South Pacific.

The Middle East

In the years after Versailles, Turkey lost its Arab lands in the Middle East. 

· France acquired Syria and Lebanon as mandates, 

· British mandates included Palestine, Transjordan, and Iraq.

The League of Nations

For Wilson, the most important issue at the Paris Peace Conference was the creation of the League of Nations.

· an Assembly of  all the members of the League; 

· a Council, a smaller body with the major powers as permanent members along with several other members elected by the Assembly; 

· a Secretariat, which would be the League's administrative body. 

· The Assembly, Council, and Secretariat would all be headquartered in Geneva, Swit​zerland. 

· At Wilson's insistence, the Covenant of the League was included as a part of the Treaty of Versailles and the other four peace treaties drafted at Paris. 

· The United States did not join the League of Nations because of opposition in the Senate, which refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles.

Conflict Over Italy's Claims

Italy's claims for territory from the former Austro-Hungarian Empire caused a major conflict at the Paris Peace Con​ference. 

· Italy demanded and received some Austrian territory, but not all it wanted.  

· Italy's claims for territory in Africa and Asia Minor were not fulfilled.

Self-Determination in Eastern Europe

Wilson strongly supported the principle of national self-determina​tion, although it proved difficult in practice to draw boundaries in Eastern Europe where national groups were intermingled.

Austria and Hungary
The Austro-Hugarian Empire collapsed

· Austria became a small German-Austrian state

· Hungary was now a national state for the Magyars

· Czechoslovakia - was created entirely from territory taken from Austria and Hungary

· Rumania - given the province of Transyl​vania, with a large Hungarian minority. Rumania took advantage of Russia's weakness to also annex Bessarabia

The Balkins

· Yugoslavia - The new national state of the South Slavs, joining the formerly independent states of Serbia and Mon​tenegro with territory lost by Austria and Hungary

· Bulgaria - deprived of its outlet to the Aegean Sea, now given to Greece. Bulgaria also lost territory to Yugoslavia.

The Baltic Countries

Finland and the three small Baltic republics of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania also profited from Russia's weakness and won their inde​pendence.

SUMMARY

World War I cost millions of lives and did immense physical damage. 

· The war also brought the collapse of the German, Austro-Hungarian, Russian, and Ottoman empires.

· The statesmen who met in the Paris Peace Conference faced many problems and produced an imperfect settlement. 

· While the Germans condemned the Treaty of Versailles as unjust, it did not reduce Germany to the rank of a second or third-rate power, as the history of the next quarter century would demonstrate. 

· France, although victorious, emerged from the war seriously weakened, unable to maintain the peace settlement without British and American support. 

· Italy's failure to acquire the territory it demanded left the Italians in an angry and bitter mood.

The Russian Revolution - an overview

World War I hastened the collapse of the tsarist regime. 

· By the end of 1916, Russia was no longer able to sustain military operations against the Central Powers. 

· The economy was in chaos, and the power of the government had all but evaporated.

· In March 1917, Tsar Nicholas II abdicated. 

· The new Provisional Government failed to establish its effective control over the country. 

· In the November Revolution, Vladimir I. Lenin and the Bolsheviks took power, beginning their effort to create the world's first Communist society.

The March Revolution - National Collapse

For Russia, World War I was a devastating experience. Russia's backward agriculture and underdeveloped industry, transportation, and communications could not sustain a major war effort. 

· In late 1915, the Tsar took command of his army, leaving the government in the hands of his wife, the Empress Alexandra. 

· She came increasingly under the influence of the unscrupulous Grigori Rasputin.

· In early 1917, spontaneous strikes and demonstrations swept the Russian capital of Petrograd (formerly St. Petersburg). 

· The unrest resulted from war-weariness, shortages of food and other goods, runaway inflation, and distrust of the government. 

· Nicholas II dissolved the Duma, but most of its members remained in the capital. 

· On March 12, the Duma elected a committee to represent its interests.

· As the disturbances mounted, Nicholas ordered troops to suppress the demonstrations. 

· Disobeying their orders, the troops joined the demonstrators. 

· On March 15, the tsar abdicated - and after three hundred years of ruling Russia, the power of the Romanovs had collapsed. 

The Provisional Government

The Duma committee now became Russia's Provisional Government
· Headed by a liberal nobleman (Prince George Lvov)
· This liberal government was NOT "socialist"!

· Alexander Kerensky, member of the Socialist Revolutionary Party, was the only socialist to serve in the government. 

· The government promised reforms, plans for the election of an assembly to draft a constitution for a democratic republic. 

· Meanwhile, workers, soldiers, and sailors in Petrograd, responding to a call issued by socialist leaders, elected the Soviet of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies - each city had its socialist "Soviet"

Bolshevik Program

In April 1917, Vladimir I. Lenin, the leader of the radical Marxist group known as the Bolsheviks, returned to Petrograd from his exile in Switzerland. 

· He presented his program, the April Theses, to his Bolshevik followers, urging them to push for a proletarian socialist revolution. 

· They wanted an end to the war, the confiscation of the land of the great landowners and its distribution to the peasants, and the seizure of food for the cities.

Policies of Provisional Government

· The Provisional Government recognized the peasants' need for more land, but it respected the rights of private property. 

· The government wanted to continue the war against the Central Powers 

· The Russian army launched an offensive against the Austrians which soon collapsed.

The July Days insurrection

Even before news of the events in Galicia reached Petrograd, revolt broke out in the capital. 

· The July Days was a spontaneous revolt against the unpopular Provisional Government. 

· Most of the leaders of the Petrograd Soviet opposed the insurrection, believing it was premature. 

· Lenin shared this view, but the Bolsheviks still supported the July Days. 

· At the first, the Bolsheviks were weakened by their support of the revolt. 

· In the long run, this position won the Bolsheviks many new followers among the increasingly more radical workers, soldiers, and sailors of the capital.

· In late July, the socialist Kerensky replaced Prince Lvov as head of the Provisional Government.
The change in leadership did little to strengthen it.

The Kornilov Affair

In Sept.1917, General Kornilov, commander of the Russian army, attempted to seize power & establish a military dictatorship. 

· With the help of the Bolsheviks controlling the Petrograd Soviet, the Provisional Government turned back the threat. 

The November Revolution 

· November 6, the Red Guards, an armed force organized by the Petrograd Soviet, seized key strategic locations in the city.

· The next morning,  Lenin announced the establishment of a new regime,  the Council of People's Commissars
· Lenin served as the council's chairman, while Leon Trotsky became commissar for foreign affairs. Joseph Stalin was commissar for nationalities

· In other major cities and towns, the Bolsheviks also took control, although fighting continued in Moscow for several days. 

· They had seized power with relative ease and little violence, but their new government confronted immense problems.


Early Measures of the Bolshevik Regime

· Lenin and his followers sought to realize the Bolshevik vision of the new socialist society. 

· The government urged the conclusion of an immediate peace. 

· It called on the peasants to seize the landowners' land and the workers to take control of the factories.

· Regarding the Russian Orthodox Church as a reactionary institu​tion, the Bolsheviks sought to destroy it. 

· Church and state were separated, church property was seized, and many churches, monasteries, and convents were closed.

· Religious instruction was prohibited, and only civil marriage ceremonies had legal recognition.

The Constituent Assembly

Prior to its overthrow, the Provisional Government had scheduled elections to be held in late November. 

· Lenin's government decided to allow these elections to be held, but the results were disappointing for the Bolsheviks. 

· Although they had won increasing support in Russia's cities, the country was rural, and the Socialist Revolutionary Party had a large following among the peasants

· Some 420 Socialist Revolutionaries were elected to the constituent assembly, while the Bolsheviks won only 225 seats.

· Lenin organized a secret police force, known by its Russian acronym as the Cheka, to combat counterrevolutionary activity. 

The Soviet State - The Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic

· The constitution of 1918 established the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic, which included the heartland of European Russia, as well as Siberia and Central Asia

· The indirectly elected All-Russian Congress of Soviets served as the republic's parliament 
· The executive authority was entrusted to the Council of People's Commissars
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 

Negotiations between Lenin's government and the Germans led to the signing of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in March 1918. 

· Believing that it was impossible for Russia to continue the war, Lenin insisted that there was no alternative to accepting the harsh terms dictated by the Germans. 

· The treaty forced the Russians to give up Finland, Russian Poland, the Baltic area and many other territories

· Lenin believed, after all, that his revolution would spread - and the terms of the treaty would be meaningless

· The treaty was nullified following Germany's defeat by the Allies later in 1918.


The Civil War - "Reds vs. Whites"

The November Revolution had been unexpected, catching the Bolsheviks' opponents off balance. 

· By the spring of 1918, these opponents had recovered their poise and began their effort to topple Lenin's regime.

· During the Civil War, the Bolsheviks, who began to call themselves Communists had certain advantages:

· They dominated the heart of the country

· They had much of Russia' s remaining industry under their control. 

· Their lines of communication and supply were relatively short.

· Leon Trotsky, who now served as commissar for war, succeeded in creating an effective fighting force, the Red Army. 

· The anti-Communist forces, known as the Whites, failed to coordinate their efforts and many Russians feared that a White victory would mean the restoration of the old order

· The Whites took control of large areas of Russia. 

· In  July 1918, as White forces approached the Ural Mountains, local Communists ordered the murder of the former tsar and his family to prevent their rescue.

· During 1919 and 1920, the Reds gradually defeated the major White forces.  

Allied Intervention 

Allied intervention in the Civil War proved to be of limited sig​nificance. 

· French, British, and American troops were sent to Russia to prevent the Germans from seizing stockpiles of raw materials, while the Japanese intervened in eastern Siberia. 

· While the Allies provided some assistance to the White forces, they did not commit themselves fully to the effort to overthrow Lenin's regime. 

War Communism
The Soviet regime established a policy known as War Communism. 

· The major industries, as well as banks and insurance companies, were nationalized. 

· Private trade was prohibited, and the regime requisitioned food from the peasants in order to feed the cities. 

The Supreme Economic Council supervised the operations of the Russian economy which sank into deeper chaos:

· agricultural and industrial production declined sharply

· the transportation and communication systems collapsed

· the cities experienced increasingly more serious shortages of food and fuel.

The New Economic Policy

Soon after the Civil War, mounting Russian discontent erupted - some return to capitalism was needed to bolster the economy

· In early 1921, sailors mutinied at a naval base near Petrograd - a shocking occurrence since these sailors had long been supporters of the Communists.

· Recognizing the need for changes, Lenin introduced the New Economic Policy  in March 1921. 

· Under this policy, the state retained ownership and control of large industries, the so-called "commanding heights" of industry. 

· The state also controlled transportation and foreign trade. 

· Smaller industries 
were turned over to private operators and cooperatives, and private retail trade was permitted.

· A tax in kind, payable in grain, was levied on the peasants, who could then sell their surplus produce on the open market. 

· This provided the peasants 
with an incentive to produce more. 

· Peasants were also permitted to rent 
additional land and to hire labor. 

· Concessions were granted to foreign capitalists so that Russia could get the technical expertise it needed to carry out its economic recovery.
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