The following is divided as follows:  all is “KEY INFORMATION” unless it is in italics – then it’s SUPPLEMENTAL

Europe 1850-1914 – (not considering the political buildup to WWI)

The Years immediately following the Revolutions of 1848

Two years after they began, the revolutions of 1848 were at an end – the social problems of Europe were just beginning…

Ever larger populations concentrated in cities.   Those who remained on farms found themselves tied increasingly closely to the burgeoning cities.   The new prosperity led to new problems and issues…

· The Need for Regulation.  A series of economic depressions that occurred in this period (especially in 1873 and 1895) which convinced all of the need to regulate Europe's economy. 

· Technological advances led to the overproduction of foodstuffs, precipitating cyclical deflation and unemployment. 

· The dependence on capital-intensive technologies made these cycles difficult to tolerate.

· Investors demanded that their capital be protected from loss.  

· Cartels.  Trusts and cartels, designed to fix prices and regulate markets in heavy industry, emerged to deal with economic uncertainty.  

- States intervened in economic affairs, creating tariff barriers to protect manufacturers from foreign competition, while only the British refused to abandon free trade.

· Unions.  The 1880s saw the emergence of independent working-class politics that would challenge the established political structure.     

· Successful in achieving gains for employers, unions became increasingly popular and aggressive in seeking additional concessions

· The Trade Unions Act of 1913, permitted labor unions to negotiate with employers 

· Workers.  As European society grew in size and urbanization, a similar transformation occurred in politics. 

· Industrial and financial leaders assumed political roles. 

· Labor unions and other mass-movement organizations intervened in politics. 
· Propaganda became increasingly influential as well.
· Anarchism

· Anarchists sought to replace the capitalist order with a society based on personal autonomy. 

· Anarchism wanted to replace the existing social order with one based on greater individual freedom and justice.  

· Differences among anarchist theorists existed, however, with some endorsing the use of random acts of violence and others favoring common ownership of property and personal interdependence.  

· Anarchism enjoyed substantial support in the working-class communities of southern Europe.  

· The General Strike. 

· In France, skilled artisans combined trade union organization with anarchism to create a movement designed to retain worker autonomy and control of the process of production.  

· They upheld an apocalyptic vision of a "general strike" which would result in a new order.  

· The power of European states was able to curtail anarchist activities, however, and anarchists never posed a major hazard to the social order.

· That is, unless you consider the socialist revolutions which followed in the first quarter of the 20th century as a partial result of anarchism 

· Feminists, Politics and Women’s rights. With the women's proper place being in the home, it made it difficult for women to secure civil, legal, and political rights.

· Despite popular rhetoric, working-class wives regularly engaged in labor activities as their families’ survival often relied upon the additional income 
· a minority of women divided into two camps—those who sought the vote and those who maintained that legal, economic and social gains were the most important goals. 

· Feminists used demonstrations, rallies, and violence to attract popular support.  

· In Britain militant feminists - suffragettes - got both notoriety and state repression as they sought the vote and received instead imprisonment, and public castigation – but eventual victory (in Britain by 1918)

European Conflicts NOT associated with Italian or German unification (subjects which will follow)

The Crimean War (1853-1856)

Causes:

· Russia's continuing pressure on the declining Ottoman Empire

· Russia's claims to be the protector of the Orthodox Christian subjects of the Ottoman sultan

In 1853, the Russians occupied the Danubian principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia (later Romania), and the Turks responded by declaring war.

British and French Intervention

They wanted to block any further expansion of Russian power and  to prevent the Russians from acquiring access to the eastern Mediterranean. 

· Napoleon III believed that an activist foreign policy would increase domestic political support for his regime,


· Both the French and British regarded the conflict as one more example of St. Petersburg's plan to destroy the Ottoman Empire, and they resolved to resist – and won in the end.

· The allies concentrated on efforts to take a Russian fortress in the Crimea. The “Charge of the Light Brigade” was made famous (October 1854 British cavalry was mowed down by canon fire on three sides – 195 out of 700 survived.  
· Following a siege of eleven months, Sebastopol fell to the allies in late 1855.


· Following the death of Nicholas I, the new tsar, Alexander II  sued for peace.  Russia was compelled to return some territory to the Turks. 

Ottoman Balkans - “the Sick Man of Europe”

The Ottoman Empire, like Austria-Hungary, appeared to be one of Europe's strongest nations, but its structure was hollow. It earned a dis​tasteful title, the Sick Man of Europe. 

· The Balkan peoples were not about to wait for permission to fight for their independence. 

· Inspired by the Greek example, Serbia continued to explore ways to expand its autonomy.

· The Romanians received independence at the end of the Crimean War

· In 1887 Bulgaria did the same.

Introduction - The Unification of Italy and Germany

The 1848 liberal national idealists had been defeated in their efforts to unite Italy and Germany. 

The desire for national unification remained strong in both Italy and Germany.

 
In Italy, Camillo Cavour, the premier of Piedmont, established a united Kingdom of Italy in 1861, while in Germany, Otto von Bismarck, the Prussian minister-president, created a united German Empire a decade later.


The Creation of Italy

The Congress of Vienna allowed Austria to hold a predominant posi​tion in Italy. 

Following 1848, Italy remained divided into several parts,

· In the south, the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies was ruled by a king of the Bourbon dynasty. 

· In the center, the pope governed the Papal States. 

· In the north, several small states, including Tuscany, Modena,and Parma, were subject to Austrian domination. 

· The northern Italian provinces of Lombardy and Venetia had been an integral part of the Austrian Empire since 1815. 

· Northern Italy also included the Kingdom of Sardinia-Piedmont, ruled by the House of Savoy. 

· Piedmont retained its liberal constitution, the Statuto of 1848, but other Italian states had been restored to reactionary rulers.

Count Camillo Cavour (1810-1861)
Camillo Cavour of  Sardinia-Piedmont used every opportunity to strengthen his nation's claims to the leadership of all Italy. 

· The most significant success came when he enlisted the aid of Louis  Napoleon Bonaparte.  

· Uprisings in other Italian states enabled a declaration of Italian nationhood to be made in Turin, the Sardinian capital.

· Cavour, proved to be one of Europe's most brilliant statesmen in the nineteenth century.


· King Victor Emmanuel II (d. 1878) appointed him to the premiership in 1852. 

· As premier, Cavour carried out a program of liberal reform. 

· Policies reflected sincere conviction and helped further the achievement of his initial goal: to unite northern Italy as a liberal constitutional monarchy ruled by the House of Savoy. 

Cavour's program included 

· reforming the Piedmontese currency and state finances, balancing the state budget. 

· promoted economic development, including the establishment of banks, the construction of railroads, the building of factories, the importation of machinery, and the development of the port of Genoa. 

· Piedmont became a prosperous and progres​sive state. 

Austria presented a major obstacle to the achievement of Cavour's plans. Realizing that Piedmont alone was not strong enough to defeat Austria, he sought to gain French assistance. 

· The French emperor had a fondness for Italy, where he had lived during his youth, and he promised to send troops to aid Piedmont in a war against Austria.

· Piedmont would acquire the Austrian-ruled provinces of Lombardy and Venetia, and in return Cavour agreed to cede the Piedmontese provinces of Nice and Savoy to France.

The War Against Austria
In  1859, Cavour provoked Austria into declaring war on Piedmont. 

· As the Austrians pushed into Piedmont, a combined Piedmontese and French army drove the invaders back into Lombardy. 

· Piedmont's Annexations in Northern Italy - Piedmont's gains quickly proved far greater than Cavour had anticipated. 

· Revolutionary assemblies in Tuscany, Parma, Modena, and the Romagna, a part of the Papal States, offered to unite with Piedmont. Returning to the premiership in January 1860, Cavour carried out these annexations.

· Napoleon III acquiesced in Piedmont's gains in return for Piedmont's cession of Nice and Savoy to France.

Revolution in Southern Italy

In April 1860, a revolution broke out in Sicily in opposition to the reactionary policies of Francis II, the new Bourbon ruler of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. 

· Garibaldi sailed from the Piedmontese port of Genoa with his famous force of about 1,000 volunteers, the Red Shirts. 

· Sicily, Naples and then Rome…

· Cavour feared that Garibaldi might seize Rome, which could lead France and Austria to intervene in defense of the pope. 

· In an effort to restrain Garibaldi, Cavour decided to send Piedmontese troops into the Papal States.  

· The Piedmontese defeated papal troops and quickly took control of most of the Papal States, although the pope retained possession of Rome.

· King Victor Emmanuel II then joined forces with Garibaldi, who agreed to the Piedmontese annexation of southern Italy.

Proclamation of the Kingdom of Italy


On March 17, 1861, an Italian parliament proclaimed the establishment of the kingdom of Italy- Victor Emmanuel II as king. 

· Italy's liberal constitution was patterned after the Piedmontese Statuto of 1848. 

· Annexation of Venice and Rome - Five years later Italy concluded an alliance with Prussia, which defeated Austria in the Seven Weeks' War.  Austria ceded Venetia to the Italians.  Rome…in 1870

· The annexations of Venetia and Rome completed the process of unification.

· The pope, Pope Pius IX (d. 1878), declared himself to be a "prisoner of the Vatican." 

· He refused to recognize the Italian state and instructed Italy's Catholics not to participate in politics

· Pius IX - a real “winner” as we’ll see later – pushed forward the doctrine of papal infallibility and the rejection of science

The liberal Government of Italy

The two-house parliament consisted of the Senate, whose members included aristocrats and officials appointed by the king, and the Chamber of Deputies, which was elected by property-qualified voters. 

· Executive authority was entrusted to a premier and cabinet, who were responsible to a parliament. 

· While the political system was liberal, it was not democratic. In a population of 25 million, only about 500,000 possessed enough property to qualify as voters, 

· In the years following unification, Italy's governments were dominated by upper-middle-class and upper-class liberals from northern Italy who had been political allies of Cavour in the struggle for unification. 

· The multiparty system made government by coalition necessary, and the coalitions were often unstable.

Economically, Italy was poor, overpopulated, and underdeveloped. Some industrialization had occurred in northern Italy, but the region continued to lag behind most of the rest of Western Europe.

Peasant revolts from 1893 to 1898

In 1893, serious peasant revolts broke out in Sicily and spread to other areas, including Milan and the north by 1898

· As part of the “Anarchist movement” the king of Italy was assassinated in 1900 (King Hubert) about the same time as was President McKinley in the U.S

· Victor Emanuel had died in 1878, Hubert was king 1878-1900, and was followed by Victor Emanuel III who was king during the Fascist period (1900-1946)

Worker strikes of 1901 - 1902

Italy was swept by a great wave of strikes, which reflected both the continuing discontent of the workers and the spread of socialist and other radical ideas.

· During the decade prior to 1914, Italy experienced the fastest rate of economic growth in Western Europe. 

Giolitti' s Premiership

· During most of the period from 1903 to 1914, Giovanni Giolitti (d. 1928) held the premiership. 

· In dealing with continuing unrest, Giolitti followed the policy of his predecessors, using repressive measures in an attempt to restore order.

· Voting rights eventually extended- Universal manhood suffrage in 1912, long after Germany!
Germany Becomes a Nation - overview

The architect of German unification was Otto von Bismarck, chancellor of Prussia from 1862 until 1890. 

Called to that office during a period of crisis, the new chancellor laid his cards on the table, "The great questions of the time cannot be solved by speeches and parliamentary majorities-that was the mistake of 1848 and 1849--but by blood and iron." 

· In 1866 Bismarck used a conflict to trick Austria into war. The contest was over in seven weeks, for the Prussians easily rolled over the Habsburg armies. 

· The southern German states remained wary of Prussia. What Bismarck needed was a French attack, so that he might come to their "rescue."    The Iron Chancellor engineered a provocation and Emperor Louis Napoleon Bonaparte fell into the trap. 

· The French declared war without considering Prussia's military strength and new weapons. Once again a Prussian tide crushed an opposing army. Louis Napoleon and his army had no choice but to surrender (1871)

· Bismarck chose the French Versailles Palace to declare a unified German empire. 

Divided Germany

Following the failure of the 1848 revolution, the German Con​federation was reestablished -a loose union of  39 German states. 

· Holding the presidency of the German Confederation, the Austrians dominated Germany much as they dominated Italy.

Otto von Bismarck (d. 1898)
Bismarck, like his Italian counterpart Cavour, proved to be one of nineteenth-century Europe's most brilliant statesmen.

· In 1851, the Prussian king, Frederick William IV (d. 1861), appointed Bismarck as Prussia's representative to the diet of the Ger​man Confederation.

· In 1859, Bismarck became Prussia's ambassador to Russia, and in 1862, he was named ambassador to France.


· William I (d. 1888) introduced a program to strengthen the Prussian army. 

· In September 1862, William I named Bismarck Prussia's minister-president. 

· The great issues of the day, he declared, would not be settled by parliamentary debate and majority vote. Instead, they would be settled by "blood and iron.” 

The Schleswig-Holstein Affair


This provided Bismarck with an opportunity to begin the process of eliminating Austria from German affairs. 

· In 1863, the Danish parliament annexed Schleswig, an action that infuriated German nationalists.


Prussian Alliance with Austria

Bismarck proposed a Prussian alliance with Austria to take action against Denmark (war).
· In 1865 Bismarck arranged for joint Austro-Prussian possession of the duchies, with Prussia occupying Schleswig and Austria occupying Holstein. 

Neutralizing Other Powers 

Before moving against Austria, Bismarck sought to gain assurances of French, Italian, and Russian neutrality. 

· The French emperor agreed to remain neutral. He underes​timated Prussia's military power and expected a long war that Austria would ultimately win. 

· Turning to Italy, Bismarck formed an alliance with the Italians, which provided for the Italian acquisition of Austrian-ruled Venice in the event of a Prussian victory over Austria. 

· Earlier, when a revolt occurred in Russian Poland, Prussia had supported the Russian suppres​sion of the revolt, the only major European power to do so. 

The Seven Weeks' War

In 1866, Prussia accused Austria of seeking the abolition of the German Confederation. The Seven Weeks' War between Austria and Prussia resulted.

The Prussian army decisively defeated the Austrians in Bohemia and Bismarck made a moderate peace with Austria. 

· Prussia gained full possession of Schleswig and Holstein and also annexed northern German states (Hanover, Hesse, Nassau, and Frankfurt). 

· Austria agreed to the dissolution of the German Confederation and in effect, ceased to be an effective German power.

· Italy acquired Venice
The North German Confederation

· With Austria excluded from German affairs, Prussia proceeded to establish a North German Confederation (1867), which united the German states north of the Main River under Prussian leadership.

· 
While Prussia dominated the North German Confederation, to the south there were four independent states, including the kingdom of Bavaria and the grand duchy of Baden.

There were several obstacles in the path of the extension of Prussian control over southern Germany. 

· The south German states 
were largely Catholic in religion and had a relatively liberal political tradition. 

· They were reluctant to be subordinated to the control of autocratic and militaristic Prussia, which was predominantly Lutheran.

· Napoleon III opposed a further increase in Prussian power. 

For centuries, France had benefited from a divided Germany, and the growth of Prussian power that had already occurred was to France's disadvantage. 

War with France and the German Empire

A revolution in Spain began a series of events that ended with Prussia's defeat of France and the creation of the German Empire.

· A Spanish revolution resulted in the overthrow of Queen Isabella, and the Spanish began the search for a new monarch. 

· A German prince was considered – but then the Prussians decided against this move

· Prince Leopold of Hohenzollem-Sigmaringen, a south German Catholic relative of the Prussian king was considered - but French opposition led the way
.

Bismarck’s chance!

· 1870 - the French ambassador to Prussia, Count Benedetti, met with William I and asked the king for a formal guarantee that the Hohenzollern candidacy would not be renewed. 

· Believing that the concessions he had already made to the French were sufficient, William I refused and sent a report of his meeting with Benedetti to Bismarck in Berlin.

The Ems Dispatch

Bismarck edited the king's report of the conversation he had in Ems and released it. 

· This so-called Ems Dispatch made it appear that King William  I and French ambassador had insulted each other. 

· This angered Napoleon III, who responded by declaring war on Prussia on July 19, 1870.

· Now all of Germany, under the leadership of Prussia, went to war against France, the Germans' hereditary enemy. 

Prussian rulers

Only two are significant – William I King of Prussia will become the first emperor (Kaiser) of Germany, then William II who will be Kaiser during WWII

· Frederick William IV , king of Prussia before William I (his brother) was insane and William became regent in 1858 and then king in 1861.  He would become Kaiser as we see below in 1971

· When William dies in 1888, Frederick III becomes Kaiser but lives only 99 days in 1888, then William II follows through WWI

The Franco-German War

· Mobilizing efficiently, the German armies invaded France. 

· Napoleon III and a large French army surrendered to the Germans at Sedan. 
· In Paris, rebels proclaimed the establishment of the 3rd Republic, which sought to continue the war.

· On January 18, 1871, the German siege of Paris was still in progress - King William I of Prussia was proclaimed German emperor before an assembly of German princes and other dignitaries in the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles. 

· France and Germany signed the Treaty of Frankfurt, ending the Franco-German War. 
· The French ceded the provinces of Alsace and Lorraine to Germany and were also obliged to pay an indemnity of 5 billion gold francs ($1 billion). 

We need to go back now and look at how France got to this point…

France Searches for a New Beginning - overview

Louis Napoleon Bonaparte subverted the Second Republic and created the Second Empire.

Following the overthrow of Napoleon III in 1870, the French established the democratic Third Republic. 

France remained a deeply divided nation, however, and the leaders of the Third Republic did relatively little to promote economic and social reform, 

Napoleon III (1808-1873)
When Louis Napoleon Bonaparte became president of the second Republic of France, he announced:  

"The name of Napoleon is in itself a program, it  stands for order, authority, religion and the welfare of the people in internal affairs, and national dignity in public affairs." 

· He set out to consolidate his support among the army, the middle class, the peasantry, and the Roman Catholic Church. 

· In 1849, he sent French troops to Rome to help restore the authority of the pope (Pope Pius IX)  in the wake of the Italian revolutions of 1848. 

In December 1851 Louis Napoleon proclaimed himself president for life, and France's new constitution gave him ultimate authority. 

· As head of the armed forces, he had the power to declare war and make peace. 

· He dominated the legislative process. 

· The Legislative Body, elected by universal manhood suffrage, could accept or reject legislation submitted to it but could neither initiate nor amend legislation. 

· The Council of State, whose members he appointed, drafted legislation, while the Senate, which he also appointed, could reject laws it judged unconstitutional.

· The government influenced elections for the Legislative Body by providing financial support to progovernment candidates and by using local officials to count the ballots.

In late 1852, a plebiscite endorsed the reestablishment of the Bonapartist empire, and  Louis Napoleon Bonaparte became Napoleon III. 

The Authoritarian Empire

From 1852 to 1860, Napoleon III was at the height of his power. The government maintained strict censorship of the press and prohibited the establishment of political associations.

For two decades the emperor followed a course that gave France renewed optimism for the future. 

· The emperor embarked on a major renovation of Paris. 

· Manufacturing prospered as did banks and agriculture. 

Economic Programs

The emperor promoted economic expansion, and the prosperity of these years helped keep popular discontent at a minimum. 

Aid to Workers and Peasants

The government also enacted measures to benefit the workers

· programs to improve housing and to construct hospitals and homes for the elderly. 

· private systems of social insurance for workers were encouraged, and labor unions received limited legal recognition.

Economic downturn

The emperor's free-trade policy began to have a negative effect. The Cobden Treaty of 1860 (with Great Britain) – he lowered French tariffs on imports of British manufactured goods, which now flooded the country to the detriment of French industry.

Foreign Affairs

The emperor's search for brilliance in foreign affairs was also not successful.

· The Crimean War - France, although on the winning side, lost 100,000 men and mil​lions of francs.

· Other military ventures kept the French army busy - 1859 it had assisted the unification of Italy. 

· 1863 -  Louis Napoleon ordered troops into Mexico, a venture that ended six years later, with his candidate (Maximilian) to lead that country executed. 

· His last and final mistake was his commit​ment to the Franco-Prussian War. 

· When released from captivity, he went into exile in Great Britain.

In Paris the population refused to accept the reality of a German victory. Led by the city's officials Parisians went to war with the national government. 

· Now in its Third Republic, the French army battled the Communards. 

· On March 17, 1871, Adolphe Thiers (d. 1877), who headed the government, ordered the dissolution of the Paris National Guard. The radicals responded by electing a new city government, the Pads Com​mune.

· Thiers decided to crush the Paris Commune. 

· Even though the Parisians fought bitterly, the Republic's army was so much stronger that the issue was never in doubt. 

While radicals dominated Paris and other major cities, the provin​ces were more conservative. In February 1871, monarchist candidates won a majority of seats in the new National Assembly.

The Constitutional Laws

An attempt to restore the monarchy failed as a result of the rivalry between the Bourbon and Orleanist claimants to the throne, and in 1875 the constitutional laws for the Third Republic were adopted. 

· These laws established a weak government, with authority centered in parliament.

· The parliament consisted of two houses, the Chamber of Deputies, elected by universal manhood suffrage, and the indirectly elected Senate. 

· The executive functions of government were exercised by the cabinet, headed by a premier and responsible to the parliament. 

· The president of the republic, elected by both houses of parliament for a term of seven years, had relatively little power. 

The Monarchists - The Boulanger Affair and the Catholic Church

· In the late 1880s, the republic's survival was threatened by the emergence of General Georges Boulanger (d. 1891). 

· A popular minister of war, Boulanger benefited from revelations of financial scandals involving a number of prominent republican politicians. 

· In 1889, it appeared that Boulanger might attempt to carry out a coup with monarchist and clerical support. 

· The Roman Catholic Church had generally supported the monarchist cause, and during the 1880s, the republican leaders promoted an anticlerical campaign, designed to reduce the church's influence in national life. 

· The government established a system of free secular elementary schools to compete with schools controlled by the church.  

· The Jesuit Order was expelled from France

· The name of God was removed from oaths.

Dreyfus

In late 1894, an army court-martial convicted Captain Alfred Dreyfus (d. 1935), a Jewish officer, of conveying secret information to the Germans, and he was sentenced to imprisonment in the penal colony of Devil's Island in French Guiana.


· The conservative forces in France, noted for anti-Semitism, lined up for Dreyfus' conviction. 

· The republicans wanted acquittal. 

· The anti-Dreyfusards were often openly anti-Semitic. 

· In 1898, the novelist Emile Zola (d. 1902), a Dreyfusard, pub​lished a newspaper article entitled "J'Accuse" ("I Accuse").   

· Zola charged the army with forging the evidence that convicted Dreyfus and with deliberately suppressing evidence that would vindicate him. 

· He was freed after being framed – but never truly exonerated 

· The victory of the Dreyfusards was a decisive defeat for the ultraconservative officers who dominated the French army and for the monarchists and the church, as well. 

· The government now renewed its anticlerical campaign, adopting laws to exclude members of Catholic religious orders from teaching. 

· In 1905, the government abrogated Napoleon's Concordat of 1801. Church and state were now separated.

Germany after 1871- The Age of Bismarck  and the German state before WWI

The constitution that Bismarck devised for the new German Empire in 1871 made some concessions to liberal opinion, but real power was exercised by the conservatives and above all, by the emperor. 

· During the period prior to the outbreak of World War I in 1914, Germany's rulers refused to consider any real democratization of the country's political system.

· When the German Empire was created in 1871, Bismarck devised a constitution that contained a combination of liberal and conservative features, but made certain that ultimate control remained in the hands of the conservatives and Prussia.

· The lower house of the parliament, the Reichstag, was elected by universal manhood suffrage, a concession to the liberals. The Reichstag's consent was necessary for legislation. 

· Reichstag's power was further limited by the upper house, the Bundesrat, members appointed by  princes of German states. 

· A thoroughly conservative body, the Bundesrat could prevent the passage of bills favored by the Reichstag. 

· The power of the conservatives and Prussia was strengthened by the provision that the chancellor and the cabinet ministers were responsible only to the emperor. 

The Kulturkampf

The state was the most important institution of the nation. Bismarck realized  that mem​bers of the church also held an allegiance to a worldwide community and so a campaign was begun against the Catholic church.

· This struggle with the church is known as the Kulturkampf.

· Bismarck dis​trusted the Catholics, believing they could not be loyal both to Germany and to the pope. 

· In 1872, the Jesuit Order was expelled from Germany

· other legislation dissolved all religious orders except those whose primary activity was caring for the sick. 

· The Prussian May Laws of 1873, placed the education of the clergy under the supervision of the state and gave the state veto power over clerical appointments. 

The struggle against socialism

· In 1878 Bismarck determined that Socialists had become more dangerous than Catholics, therefore, he sponsored legislation to outlaw the Socialist Party.

· several socialist groups, including the Marxists, had joined to form the new Social Democratic Party. 

· In his campaign against the Social Democrats, Bismarck used a combination of repression and social welfare legislation designed to attract the workers to the support of the state. 

· Antisocialist law, passed in 1878, banned socialist meetings, suppressed the party's newspapers, and restricted fund-raising. 

Conservative welfare measures of Bismarck

· Germany was the first welfare state of Europe – you wouldn’t have expected this? 

· In 1883, a program of health insurance was enacted, and a program of accident insurance was adopted in 1884. 

· In 1889, a system of old-age and disability pensions was approved.

Despite Bismarck's efforts, the power of  the Social Democrats continued to increase and Bismarck began to consider changing the constitution to abolish universal manhood suffrage,

William II (1888-1918)


Unlike his grandfather, William II was not content to leave the direction of affairs to Bismarck but wanted to rule in his own right and so he dismissed Bismarck in 1890.

· William II expanded the program of social insurance in the hope that the working class would abandon the Social Democrats and support more conservative parties. 

· William II was no more successful than Bismarck had been in reducing support for the Social Democrats. 

· In 1912, the last elections before the outbreak of war in 1914, they were now the largest party. 

· William II still refused to appoint a chan​cellor or ministers backed by the Social Democrats.

Economic Development

During the years from 1871 to 1914, Germany experienced tremen​dous economic growth. 

· The expansion of industry was facilitated by the availability of coal and iron, as well as by the country's growing population, which raised demand for the products of industry. 

· Germany became a close second to Great Britain in its level of industrial production and foreign trade.

Great Britain in Victorian Times   - overview   

Since 1837 the nation's queen was Victoria, a lady of sober, moral dignity. 

· She was, until her death in 1901, the model monarch. 

· The British escaped the turbulence of the 1848 revolutions on the continent. 

· Showcased success in business and industry - the Crystal Palace (1851) - First world’s fair

· The two great 
statesmen of the era were William Gladstone, head of the Liberal Party, and Benjamin Disraeli, the leader of the Conservatives. 

The Reform Bill of 1867 - Benjamin Disraeli (1804-1881) - Conservative
A Conservative-dominated Parliament passed the bill where some seats in the House of Commons were redistributed. More important,  was the extension of the right to vote to most of Great Britain's urban workers,

William E. Gladstone (1809-1898) - Liberal

The  parliamentary elections of 1868  resulted in a Liberal victory, Gladstone's "Great Ministry" from 1868 to 1874 began

The British Parliament enacted an extensive reform program. 

· 1870 - competitive examinations were introduced for the civil service. 

· The Education Bill of 1870 provided financial support to local school boards to operate free elementary schools. 

· church-operated and other voluntary elementary schools continued to receive assistance from the state. 

· In 1871, the workers' right to organize unions and to strike gained legal recognition, although a ban on picketing remained. 

· The Ballot Act of 1872 introduced the secret ballot in British elections, while a reform of the judiciary was enacted in 1873.

· Despite reform, Gladstone maintained the Liberal laissez-faire tradition and opposed state intervention in economic affairs.

Disraeli as Prime Minister

In 1874, Conservatives won control of the House of Commons, and Disraeli became prime minister, holding office until 1880. 

· He promoted a program known as Tory Democracy, designed to benefit the working classes and to win increased popular support for the Conser​vative party. 

· The Conservatives were less committed to laissez-faire doctrine than the Liberals… 

Labor and Housing Reforms

A series of laws passed in 1875 expanded the government's role in economic affairs. 

· The Factory Act extended earlier legislation regulat​ing working conditions

· The Public Health Act expanded the role of the state in urban sanitation, and was followed by other measures which authorized local authorities to carry out slum clearance programs and to construct public housing

· Labor unions were granted rights and picketing by striking workers was legalized

In 1881 Gladstone again becomes prime minister - The Reform Bill of 1884

· During his second administration, from 1881 to 1885, Gladstone won the adoption of the Reform Bill of 1884, which extended the right to vote to most farm workers.

Home Rule in Ireland - the problem with Ireland

Since the adoption of the Act of Union, Ireland had been united with Great Britain and was governed by the British Parliament.

· Although many Catholics and Protestants in the south of Ireland wanted Home Rule, the Presbyterians in Ulster firmly rejected separation from the British crown.

· Commons three times passed bills permitting Home Rule, but Lords voted them down. 

· Irish home rule faced the strong opposition of the predominantly Protestant counties of northern Ireland (Ulster) and many in Great Britain.

· Following the enactment of Catholic Emancipation in 1829, the number of Irish Catholics in the House of Commons grew considerably. 

· In 1914, the Liberals finally succeeded in pushing an Irish home-rule bill through Parliament. 

· It could not be enforced because of opposition in Ulster, where the Protestants organized an illegal militia, and then the Irish nationalists organized a militia of their own. 

The Development of the Labor Party

During the late nineteenth century, Britain's labor unions grew in membership and began to have an impact on politics. 

· In 1900, the unions joined with other groups to form the Labor Party.

· In 1906, twenty-nine Laborites won seats in the House of Com​mons. 

The Liberal Government

In the years after 1905, the Liberals dominated the government and enacted extensive reform programs.

· In an effort to retain the support of industrial workers, the Liberals enacted the Workmen's Compensation Act of 1906, expanding programs of aid to workers injured on the job. 

· The Old Age Pensions Act of 1909 provided state-supported pensions for low-income citizens over the age of seventy.

· Prime ministers Henry Campbell Bannerman (1836-1908) and Herbert Asquith (1852-1928) – liberal reform
The Parliament Act of 1911

David Lloyd George (d. 1945), Chancellor of the Exchequer, presented a budget calling for tax increases to support the new programs of social insurance and naval expansion. 

· This "People's Budget" provided for a higher burden for the wealthy and the House of Lords refused to pass it.

· The political crisis which followed led  King George V (reigned 1910-1936)  to agree to create new Liberal lords to insure the passage of the Parliament Act of 1911. 

Provisions of the Parliament Act of 1911:

· the House of Lords could no longer refuse to pass a money bill

· the House of Lords could not prevent the adoption of other legislation if the House of Commons passed it three times in a period of not less than two years. 

By weakening the power of the aristocratic House of Lords, the Parliament Act marked another step toward the creation of full political democracy in Great Britain.

The reform program of the Liberal government brought economic benefits to Britain's working people and helped move the country in the direction of a welfare state,

· a bill providing for the payment of salaries to members of the House of Commons. 

· a system of health and unemployment insurance, financed by contributions from employers, workers, and the state. 

· a minimum wage law was passed.

Spain and Portugal Fall Behind


The leading nations of the 16th century, Spain and Portugal, had little impact on continental events of the late 1800s. 

The only stable institutions were the church and the army, and the views of the leaders in both were steeped in conservatism.

In 1898 Spain lost its last colony in the Americas when the United States claimed the right to intervene in Cuba. The Spanish-American War was brief, ending with Spain’s loss of Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippine Islands to the United States.

Scandinavian Countries and Switzerland

The three nations of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, in the far north of Europe, kept their distance from the international scene in the nineteenth century. 

· In 1905 Norway voted to end its union with Sweden and to set off on its own. 

· In all three Scandinavian nations, political parties sponsored social leg​islation to protect workers, women, and children from exploitation. 

· The Scandinavian people were ahead of all other European states in their respect for civil rights. Norway was Europe's first nation to grant univer​sal suffrage to all its citizens. In 1913 the law gave women freedom to run for political office.

· Switzerland also stood apart from Great Power politics as much as possible. 

Austria-Hungary and Its Nationalities 

A person looking at a map in 1850 would have assumed that the Austrian Empire was the great power of central Europe. 

· The reality was something much else

· The Hungarian Revolution of 1848 not only proved the unhappiness of a major nationality within the empire, but also showed that without Russian help the government in Vienna could not have repressed it

Forces of Cohesion:

· Franz Josef, emperor after 1848, proved to be the longest reigning sovereign of any European state in modem times. 

· The Catholic church held an important role in the empire and promoted loyalty 

· The army also acted to cement the various peoples of the empire. 

· The vast imperial bureaucracy contributed to a sense of unity.

· The complex voting system was weighted in favor of the German-Austrian bourgeoisie and upper class. 

· A parliament known as the Reichsrat, with members appointed by the emperor to the upper house, while the lower house would be indirectly elected. 

After Austria lost the war to Prussia- Compromise of 1867- created the Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary. 

· Two separate states – with the same ruler

· Divided the Hapsburg empire into two distinct units, the Austrian Empire and the Kingdom of Hungary - each governed by different constitutions.

· Austria and Hungary were bound together by the need to keep the minority nationalities under control.

· Although Austria was a constitutional monarchy, the emperor retained considerable authority. He could dissolve   


the parliament at will and had the power to legislate by decree.

· In 1907 universal manhood suffrage was introduced, along with the direct election of the members of the lower house .

· Extending the right to vote did little to satisfy the minorities in Austria, especially the Czechs and the South Slavs. 

· It was even worse in “Hungary” where Francis Joseph (as king) had very limited authority. 

· The Magyar aristocracy dominated both houses of the Hungarian par​liament and made few concessions either to the Magyar peasants or the minority nationalities. 

· The effect was the opposite of what was intended, since the minority nationalities- the Slovaks, Romanians, and South Slavs, reacted to the arbitrary rule of the Magyars by becoming ever more conscious of their own nationality.

Art and Literature in the Late 19th century

Paris was the center of the late-19th century art world. Impressionism was in vogue. 

Impressionism

In the late nineteenth century, a revolution in art was begun by the Impressionists, who held their first group exhibition in Paris in 1874. 

· The Impressionists sought to reveal in their paintings immediate sense impressions of reality.  This style sought to portray a moment in time in the life of ordinary people.

· Paul Cezanne, Edouard Manet, Claude Monet, and Auguste Renoir were recognized masters of impressionism.

Post-lmpressionism

· The freedom of artistic expression pioneered by the Impressionists encouraged the development of Post-Impressionism. 

· Some Post-Impressionists, such as Paul Gauguin and Vincent van Gogh experimented with the expressive possibilities of form and color, and  later painters moved into expressionism, where depicting emotion became the thrust of the work.

· Auguste Rodin was the dominant sculptor of the late 19th century, introducing impressionistic elements into sculpture. His major works include “The Thinker.”

Music

The romantic tradition in music continued in the late nineteenth century in the work of several major composers, including the Russian Peter Tchaikovsky who presented both romantic and national themes in his work.

Literature

Every nation had its favorite authors and poets in an age where romanticism flourished in literature. 

· Novelists in English:  Charles Dickens,  Robert Louis Stevenson, Charlotte Bronte, William Makepeace Thackery
· Poetry:  Alfred Lord Tennyson and Elizabeth Barret Browning 

· French writers:  Gustave Flaubert, Emile Zola, and Guy de Maupassant.

The 19th century was the great age of the novel as a literary form. Many novelists strove  to present realistic portraits of society, giving rise to a movement known as Realism.

· Novels such as Oliver Twist (1838), David Copperfield (1850) - Dickens demonstrated elements of both Romanticism and Realism. 

· Dickens was critical of  the bourgeoisie, whose influence was increasing in British life, and he also revealed the hardships endured by the urban workers during the first generations of the industrial revolution. 

Gustave Flaubert's masterpiece, Madame Bovary (1857), is often described as the first great achievement of literary realism. Regarded in its time as a scandalous novel, it portrayed the despair leading to adultery of the wife of a small-town physician. 

For Russian literature, the 19th century was a time of particular genius. 

· Leo Tolstoy, best known for War and Peace (1865-69), an epic novel set in the time of Napoleon's invasion of Russia. In Anna Karenina he presented a realistic portrayal of life in the Russian capital of St. Petersburg.


· Feoder Dostoyevsky and Anton Chekhov - Dostoyevsky, a fervent Russian nationalist and a master of psychological analysis, set forth his mystical belief that humanity could be purified only through suffering in such powerful novels as Crime and Punishment, The Idiot, and The Brothers Karamazov.
Chekhov wrote realistic plays about the life of the provincial gentry in the years before World War I. Chekhov's better-known plays include The Cherry Orchard.

Naturalism

The final years of the nineteenth century produced the literary movement known as Naturalism. 

· Naturalistic writers focused their attention on social evils, often describing the seamy side of life inconsiderable detail. 

· In France, Emile Zola wrote about the social problems of an industrial society such as  the miserable lives of coal miners.

The Industrial Revolution and Scientific Development after 1850

The 19th century was a productive period in European civiliza​tion. 

· In science, Charles Darwin introduced the theory of evolution in the study of biology 

· A new physics emerged to challenge the conclusions of the great 17th century scientists. 

· The idea of evolution proved particularly controversial, and an intense debate developed between the advocates of the evolutionary theory and the defenders of traditional religious doctrines. 

· Philosophy took on a more pessimistic quality, while psychology developed as a serious field of study.

Scientific Thought


Numerous scientific advances burst upon the world. Although the political structure of Europe had its boundaries, science ignored them. 

· Scholars from all over the European world studied and improved upon one another's work and borrowed ideas from research wherever produced.

In 1859 Charles Darwin published The Origins of Species by Means of Natural Selection. 

· Darwin argued that the huge variety of plants and animals in the world is the result of competition between individuals and species. 

· Darwin repudiated the theory of the special creation of each species, contending instead that all existing forms of life had evolved out of earlier forms. 

· He also argued that life involves a constant struggle for existence, in which, as a result of a process of natural selection, the fittest survive. 

· Because most religious Europeans thought they must take the account of creation as given in the Bible's Book of Genesis literally, Darwin's thesis met much opposition. 

· In 1871 Darwin moved his thesis further to include humans in The Descent of Man.
· In this work Darwin placed people into nature's pattern of the survival of the fittest. 

· He theorized that over time earlier life forms gave birth to the humans that now inhabit the earth.

Thomas Huxley, a British biologist, became a fervent advocate of the theory of evolution. His attacks on religious leaders who rejected the theory won him the nickname of "Darwin's bulldog."

In The Course of Positive Philosophy Auguste Comte set forth his view that humanity had passed through two earlier stages in its history, the religious and metaphysical phases, and had now entered the third stage, the scientific or positive stage. 

In this 3rd phase, humanity would be concerned with scientific collection of information rather than with fruitless speculation about first causes- what had once been called God. 

Social Darwinism

Following on Darwin's biological thesis, several social scientists took up his argument as a means of understanding societal structure. 

· women were inferior to men because they were weaker and mentally inferior

· some races were stronger than others. 

· the more powerful, which these authors identified with white males, had a natural right to rule over others

Social Darwinism conveniently justified women's exclusion from public life as well as European colonialism.

Religion

Scientific ideas, especially the theory of evolution, and the cult of science, the belief that science held the answers to all of humanity's questions, promoted the growth of a spirit of skepticism in religion. 

· Scholars brought the methods of scholarship to the study of the Bible and the early development of Christianity. 

· This movement of the higher criticism, as it was known, challenged many traditionally accepted beliefs.

· Protestant Christians offered varying reactions to the new ideas. Some, known as Fundamentalists, continued to insist on the literal truth of the Bible and rejected any scientific or scholarly ideas that were inconsistent with biblical teaching. 

· More liberal Protestants, the Modernists, accepted the teachings of science and the higher criticism and modified their religious ideas accordingly. 

· Still others sought a compromise between science and religion, interpreting the Bible in figurative terms where it conflicted directly with the teachings of science.

Roman Catholic Reactions

The Roman Catholic Church reacted at first with hostility to the new political, economic, scientific, and religious ideas. 

· Pope Pius IX  presented the Syllabus of Errors  (1864) which condemned materialism, liberalism, freedom of speech, the separation of church and state, religious toleration, secular education, and civil marriage. 

· In 1870, the First Vatican Council acted to strengthen the position of the pope as the head of the Roman Catholic Church by proclaiming the dogma of papal infallibility. 

· More moderation would follow from later popes

Pope Leo XIII proved more moderate than his predecessor and advocated economic and social reform. He acknowledged the validity of much of the teaching of modern science and scholarship. 

The New Physics
During the late nineteenth century, physicists began to question the  mechanistic view of the universe that Sir Isaac Newton had set forth in the late 17th century. 

Atomic Theory

19th century science promoted a revival of the atomic theory, the theory that all matter is composed of atoms. 

· John Dalton (d.  1844), a British scientist, concluded that chemical elements were distinguished by the weight of the atoms that composed each element. 

· During the 1890s, Joseph Thomson , a British physicist, and Hendrik Lorentz, a Dutch physicist, working independently of one another, demonstrated that atoms are com​posed of particles that Lorentz called electrons.

· In 1895, Wilhelm von Roentgen, a German physicist, discovered X rays. 

· Marie Curie, the Polish wife of the French physicist Pierre Curie, discovered radium in 1898, and the Curies conducted important research into radioactivity.

· The atomic theory made further advances as a result of the work of Sir Ernest Rutherford, a British scientist who did basic research in radioactivity. 

· Early in the twentieth century - the view that each atom resembled a miniature solar system where the electrons revolved around the nucleus (Rutherford)
· In 1900, Max Planck set forth the quantum theory. He asserted that atoms absorb and emit energy in a series of discrete units (or quanta), rather than in a continuous flow.  The motion of electrons was discrete and not continuous.
The implication of the quantum theory was that objective scientific observation could not, in fact, reveal with certainty the ultimate secrets of nature.

Einstein's Theory of Relativity

In 1905, the German physicist Albert Einstein proposed his theory of relativity. 

· Einstein rejected Newton's belief that space, time, and motion are absolute. 

· He argued, they are relative to one another and to the observer. 

· Objects thus have not only the three dimensions of length, width, and depth, but also the fourth dimension of time. 

· Einstein also contended that mass is a variable, with the mass of a body depending on its rate of motion. 

· A body's mass increases as its speed increases, with the speed of light providing a theoretical limit. 

· If matter could suddenly be transformed into energy, only a small quantity of matter would be required to produce a great quantity of energy. 

Implications of the New Physics

· Scientists were compelled to acknowledge the fact that they did not possess, nor could they hope to possess, absolute knowledge.  

· They could speak of probability but not of certainty- "There is no absolute knowledge.  All information is imperfect.”

Philosophy

While the nineteenth-century cult of science expressed an almost unbounded faith in human progress, philosophy sounded a more pes​simistic note.

Concepts:

· the dominant force in human existence, as in all animal life, is the will to survive, rather than reason, as the Enlightenment had believed. 

· the world is the scene of strife and conflict where the strong devour the weak. 

· the path to human happiness, involves an ascetic withdrawal from worldly concerns in order to escape this cruel competition.

Friedrich Nietzsche (d. 1900)
The German 
philosopher exalted the will, believing that the assertion of the will provides life with a meaning. 

· His denunciation of Christianity and its "slave morality," which promoted such ideas as humility, pity, and altruism.

· He stressed the idea of the heroic leader, the superman, who was free of rules and restrictions, who desired to live at a more intense level of experience than ordinary humans, and who possessed a passion to dominate. 

Psychology
 

In the late 19th century, the new science of psychology emerged to deal with the human mind.

Sigmund Freud (d. 1939), a Viennese physician, emphasized the importance of the unconscious mind in determining human behavior. 

· Freud believed that human behavior is not fundamentally rational but is instead controlled by unconscious drives.

· To cure his patients, Freud developed the system known as psychoanalysis, which enabled the patient to delve into his or her unconscious and discover the causes of neurotic behavior.

Europe's Changing Scene

After 1870 there was a second stage of industrialization that resulted from new inventions and the increased use of power 

· The most important of the new discoveries was the harnessing of electricity. 

· Michael Faraday established the basic principles for turning electricity into mechanical power and Zenobe Gramme developed the first dynamo to produce electric power. 

· In the mid-19th century there had been some promising experiments, but it was principally the genius of Thomas Edison who made the light bulb a practical reality in 1879 (did he invent it?  Did Alexander Graham Bell invent the telephone? All of these are actually matters of some dispute)   

Thomas Edison

· A few years after the light bulb,  he designed a plan for the construc​tion of central electric power stations. The major urban centers of America and Europe soon became electrified, and electric light replaced kerosene and gas lighting. 

Other inventions that helped define the modern world

· The automobile made its appearance when two German inventors, Karl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler, put the gasoline combustion engine on wheels, 

· The invention of the airplane was to change the world, opening a new and exciting means of transportation. 

· In 1903 Orville and Wilbur Wright flew the first heavier than air machine at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 

The Revolution in Communications

Innovations introduced during the 19th century made rapid long-distance communication possible for the 1st time in human 
his​tory.

· In 1840, Great Britain introduced the penny post, creating the first modern postal system. The Universal Postal Union was established in 1874 to regulate the international delivery of mail.

· In 1836, Samuel F. B. Morse, an American, invented the telegraph and eight years later, in 1844, sent a message from Washington to Baltimore. 

· In 1851, a telegraph cable was laid beneath the English Channel linking Great Britain with the continent. 

· In 1866,  Cyrus Field (1819-1892), an American, laid the first successful transatlantic cable joining the US  & Great Britain
.

Telephone and Radio

· In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell, an American, “in​vented” the telephone, and the Bell Telephone Co. was founded the following year. 

· In 1884, service began between New York & Boston, & by the 1890s, a telephone network was forming in Europe.

· During the 1890s, Guglielmo Marconi, an Italian inventor, began experiments in wireless telegraphy. 

· In 1899, Marconi sent a message across the English Channel and in 1901, across the Atlantic Ocean. 

· Radio developed on the eve of World War I, based largely on research undertaken by Sir John A. Fleming, an Englishman, and Lee de Forest, an American. 

· Regularly scheduled radio broadcasting began in the years following World War I.


Banking, Credit, and Business Organization

During the industrial revolution, there was a great expansion of banking and credit as private banks lent increasing amounts of capital to assist the expansion of industry, 

· The joint stock principle, earlier applied to trading companies, soon began to be used for banks and industrial enterprises. 

· Joint stock companies operated on the basis of limited liability where investors purchased shares of stock in the company, thereby becoming part owners, sharing in the profits, if any, in proportion to the amount of stock owned. 

· In the decade from 1880 to 1890 big business was born in Europe and the United States. - the establishment of corporations. 

· Three great corporations were Vickers-Armstrong in Great Britain, Schneider-Creusot in France, and Krupp in Germany. 

· In the United States the Rockefellers and Carnegies founded equally prosperous businesses.

Conclusion

· There is little doubt that the first period of industrialization was extremely painful for millions of European workers.

· Low wages and dif​ficult conditions of labor placed their lives only a notch above survival.

· When unions formed and governmental bodies began to regu​late the conditions of labor, prosperity increased. 

· The late 19th century brought increasing diversity and un​certainty to European civilization. 

· Science continued to reveal the secrets of the physical universe and undermined faith in traditional religious beliefs. 

· Science also revealed that it could not produce the ultimate answers to humanity's questions. 

· In repudia​ting that humans are fundamentally rational, psychology contributed to the growing atmos​phere of uncertainty.

· Realism and Naturalism in literature also em​phasized the irrational elements in human nature, while innovative movements in art and music challenged and often defied traditional standards.
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