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The 18th Century – OVERVIEW of Diplomacy and Conflict

a great struggle for power, both on the European continent and in the colonial world. 

· The War of the Spanish Succession 

· The War of the Polish Succession 

· The War of the Austrian Succession 

· The Seven Years' War 
The Holy Roman Empire

The Austrian Hapsburgs faced many problems in consolidating power in their domains

· Austria was inhabited primarily by Germans

· The Czechs were the dominant nationality in Bohemia

· The Magyars were predominant in Hungary

· The Hapsburg domains included Slovaks, Croatians, Slovenes, Rumanians, Italians, and by the late eighteenth century, Poles.

During the War of the Spanish Succession, victory over the French confirmed Austria's position as one of the great powers of Europe. 

The Pragmatic Sanction

The Pragmatic Sanction of 1713 provided for the inheritance of the Hapsburg holdings to the daughter of the emperor, Maria Theresa. 

Maria Theresa (d. 1780) - ruled 40 years

During the  War of the Austrian Succession -   Frederick the Great of Prussia invaded and Maria Theresa  defended her right to inherit. 

She extended her control and stripped the local diets led by local nobility of most of their administrative functions, creating a centralized bureaucracy to control local affairs. 
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The Hapsburgs gained the Spanish Netherlands and Spain's holdings in Italy.
Charles VI (d. 1740) - ruled 29 years

Her husband, became Holy Roman Emperor Francis I (d.1765), but left Maria Theresa in control.
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Joseph II (d. 1790) - ruled 25 years

Maria Theresa's son, Joseph II - elected Holy Roman emperor on his father's death in 1765. 

· Spirit of enlightened despotism - initiating a far-reaching program of reforms. 

The Emperor and the Church

· While a practicing Catholic, he granted limited religious toleration to non-Catholic subjects, including Protestants and Jews. 

· He reduced the power of the papacy in Austria 

· Bishops and other high-ranking churchmen were required to swear obedience to the ruler. 

Economic Reforms

· eliminated many internal tariffs 

· encouraged road building and improvements in river transportation

· he opposed serfdom and with a series of decrees issued in the early 1780s freed the serfs in Austria, Bohemia, Hungary, and Transylvania

In many areas, the peasants rose up in revolt to defend their new rights and to claim others, while the nobility protested 

Joseph’s successors, repealed most of Joseph's reforms in an effort to conciliate the nobility. 
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In 1789, he abolished the robot, which obliged peasants to perform ser​vices for the landowning nobility
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Prussia


Frederick William I (d.1740) - 27 years

Now styled as “kings” of Prussia - the "Sergeant King"

Policy of austerity, imposing strict economies and practicing sound management in an effort to maximize Prussia's limited resources. 

Enlarged the army and  army officers increasingly became a privileged social class, and the officer corps attracted the most talented sons of the nobility

Frederick II the Great (d. 1786)- ruled 46 years
He established Prussia's position among the great powers of Europe. 

· invaded Silesia, beginning the War of the Austrian Succession 

· during the Seven Years' War, he succeeded in retaining Silesia

· he participated in the first partition of Poland. 

Reforms

· An enlightened despot, familiar with the ideas of the 18th century reformers and a friend of Voltaire.   

· His reform program was designed above all to increase the power of the Prussian monarchy and to modernize the government.

· Economic development and expansion encouraged, tariffs to protect internal industry, reducing barriers to internal trade

· Reorganized taxes to produce more revenue

· Improvements in physical infrastructure, agriculture

· Codified the law and abolished torture 

· Religious toleration
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More than doubled the size of the Prussian army from about 40,000 in 1713 to over 80,000 in 1740. 

1740s

1750s

Poland: 1772

· created new agencies, including the bureaus of commerce and industry, excise and tolls, mines, and forestry. 

· Assisted by French experts, he reorganized the system of indirect taxes, provided the state with more revenue than direct taxation on individuals. 

· The Bank of Berlin made credit available for economic development, and new canals were built. Swamps were drained for agriculture. 

· New crops were introduced, including  potatoes and turnips
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Russia after Peter the Great

His son dead,  Peter failed to designate a successor- A series of army supported rulers proved ineffective, and the power of the crown declined. 

Catherine the Great (d.1796) - ruled 30 years


· Not Russian, but a German - ruled by marriage 

· Like Joseph II of Austria and Frederick the Great of Prussia, Catherine admired the reform ideas of the Enlightenment.  

· She corresponded actively with Voltaire and other prominent eighteenth-century thinkers, but. she did little to reform or modernize Russia. 

· Catherine established a Legislative Commission of over 500 members to propose reforms in the legal system.  It did little was dismissed.

· In economic affairs, Catherine continued the program of development initiated by Peter the Great. 

Catherine the Great and the Nobility 

After the death of Peter the Great, the nobility escaped many of the restrictions that Peter had imposed on them with his "table of the ranks"

· Catherine, unlike Peter, depended on the nobility for her to be queen

The Charter of the Nobility (1785)
Formally recognized the rights and privileges of the nobility, including exemption from taxes and military service and giving them total control over their estates and serfs. 

The Wars of Catherine the Great 

Russia fought two successful wars against the Ottoman Empire and acquired most of the Ottoman lands on the northern coast of the Black Sea

Catherine also participated with the Prussians and Austrians in the partitions of Poland.
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1762 - the weak and incompetent Peter III became tsar and was soon murdered with the approval of his wife, Catherine.

In the 1770s there was a great serf revolt in the Volga region. When this was put down,  Catherine reorganized local government and created fifty provinces in place of the twenty former provinces.  The local nobility controlled the governments of the new provinces.

1770s - The first treaty recognized the independence of the Crimea, which Russia annexed in 1783. It also contained a vague clause recognizing Russia as the protector of the Orthodox Christian subjects of the Ottoman sultan.
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Summary on 18th century “Absolutism”

Frederick the Great of Prussia, and Catherine the Great of Russia, Joseph II of Austria,

“Enlightened despots” - absolute monarchs who sought to use their power to carry out reforms and make their governments  more modern and more efficient.    “Enlightened” - were they really?

· Frederick the Great

· Catherine the Great
· Joseph II
England and France in the 18th century (before the revolutions)

ENGLAND

The British government enjoyed remarkable stability during the 18th  century, despite a series of ineffective kings of German ancestry from Hanover. 

The House of Lords, made up of nobles and bishops, was filled with the descendants of those who effected the Glorious Revolution. 

Party labels (Tories/Whigs) did not count for much because the large majority of Parliament's members had the same goals: 

· keeping the Hanoverian dynasty on the throne 

· keeping the nation's economy strong.


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
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George I and Robert Walpole

George I became king in 1714.     Robert Walpole became the major figure in Parliament and Great Britain's first prime minister. 

· Walpole was the architect of the cabinet system, where members served as ministers and reported to Parliament on their activities and assumed responsibility for their decisions

· Walpole sought to keep Great Britain out of war because paying for armed forces was the major cause of high taxation. 

· His policies were successful until 1739; then Great Britain entered a 20-year period of conflicts- internal and external.

· Attempts to regain the throne by the Stuarts continue on, unsuccessfully, until mid century.

George II and William Pitt

William Pitt provided the leadership of the House of Commons. 

· His policies brought the nation notable victories over France in the Americas and in India. 

· After 1763 Great Britain was the undisputed victor in the colonial wars and sat comfortably as the leading economic power of the world.

· As prime minister, William Pitt was the war leader the British needed. 

· Pitt's war ministry provided increased financial assistance to Frederick the Great and replaced incompetent military and naval commanders. 

We will soon begin to study these wars of the 18th century - as soon as we first take a look at France….
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There were still British men and women who believed that the Stuarts were the rightful rulers of the country. 

· in 1715,  James Edward Stuart had sought to claim the throne of his father, James II.

· now, in 1745,  his son, "Bonnie Prince Charlie," arrived on the Scottish coast - but also fails in his attempt and flies to France
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FRANCE

Louis XV (d. 1774) - ruled 60 years
Louis XIV's 5 year old great-grandson became Louis XV in 1714.

· The nobility that Louis XIV had tried to keep in check flocked back to Paris and political office.

· Scandal and economic disaster wracked the state

· The parlements of the country acted as if they, rather than the king, decided legislation.  Louis abolished them in 1771. 

· More of his subjects were angered by this action than were pleased, and inspired by the philosophes' writings, indignation swept the nation.

“After me, the deluge” - so now - a look ahead….

Louis XVI (became king in 1774 - and was beheaded in 1792)

Became king in 1774.   

· He was honest and wanted to govern well but lacked the intelligence needed to steer the royal government through the troubled times ahead. 

· His wife, Marie Antoinette, was an Austrian Hapsburg, and the unpopular marriage stirred up French patriots against the king.

· After becoming ruler, Louis was advised that the American Revolution offered France a golden opportunity to strike at Great Britain.

· Success yielded huge debt - which weighed down the royal treasury.

· Finally, in 1788, Louis agreed to summon the Estates General, little realizing that this was to be the first step toward revolution
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The Mississippi Bubble - a failed scheme to shift the nation's debt into private hands, caused  the leadership of the government to go to the 73 year old aged Cardinal Andre Fleury.
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European-wide conflicts of the 18th century before the American Revolution

The peace following the War of the Spanish Succession lasted until 1733. 

The War of the Polish Succession (1733-1735)

· France against Austria, primarily - over who would be the next king of Poland (an who would control him) - Austria (and its ally Russia) won

· Conflict fought across Europe - far from Poland usually

The true First “World” war - a period of conflict from 1739 to 1748!

Part 1:  The War of Jenkins's Ear

· In 1739, war broke out between Great Britain and Spain as the result of a dispute over British trade with the Spanish colonies in America.

· Great Britain had a small share of the Spanish American trade. In an effort to expand this, British sea captains engaged in smuggling.. 

· One of these sea captains, Robert Jenkins, displayed his ear to the House of Commons, claiming that it had been cut off by the Spanish at Havana some years earlier.

· The British declared war and France entered supporting Spain.


Part 2: The War of the Austrian Succession (1740-1748)

The war between Great Britain and Spain/France escalated

· The war  became part of a general European war which began with the efforts of Prussia's Frederick the Great to take Silesia from Maria Theresa of Austria.

· France and Spain joined Prussia against Austria

· Naturally, Great Britain, at war with France and Spain, joined Austria

· Great Britain focused attention on the colonial war against France.

Part 3: The Colonial War - King George’s War (in America)

The conflict in North America with fighting in Canada through Massachusetts. 
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· France and its Spanish ally were pitted against Russia and Austria - each side with its own puppet Polish king

· French and Austrian armies fought their major battles far from Poland in northern Italy and in the Rhine valley. 

· The peace settlement recognized the Russia and Austrian choice.

· France and Spain, along with Bavaria and Saxony joined Prussia

· Great Britain and the Netherlands joined Austria (England provided financial support)

· In 1742, the anti-Austrian alliance collapsed when Prussia con​cluded a separate peace with Austria.

· the French stronghold at Louisburg, at the mouth of the St. Lawrence River, used to assault British Nova Scotia and Mass.
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In 1745, British troops and the Mas​sachusetts militia counter-attacked, capturing Louisburg and the War expanded the world over

· In the West Indies and the Indian Ocean, the British navy disrupted French trade - and the French retaliated

The Peace Terms of 1748

· The War of the Austrian Succession ended when the antagonists were simply exhausted. 

· The settlement attempted to restore the balance of power that had been established after the War of the Spanish Succession. 

· Prussia retained Silesia, but all other conquests, both in Europe and overseas, were restored. 

· Maria Theresa's right to inherit the Hapsburg domains was recognized and her husband, Francis I, was Holy Roman emperor

Prussia now clearly a major European power, but no resolution of the colonial conflict between Great Britain and France - leading to "cold war"

The Diplomatic Revolution

· Prussia had sided with France in the last conflict, now the Prussians changed sides and allied with the British

· The Austrians had sided with the British previously,  hoping  to retake Silesia from the Prussians, now allied themselves with France.

· The Russians joined the Franco-Austrian alliance, since their issues were against Prussia

Despite this reversal of alliances, the basic antagonisms remained: 

Prussia versus Austria and Great Britain versus France.
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· West Indies- British  disrupted France's profitable trade with her sugar islands.

· The governor of the French East India Company took the British trading station at Madras in India in 1746.

The Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748)

It also recognized the rights of the House of Hanover, the British royal family, to its lands in northern Germany.

Fearing a conflict between Russia and Prussia for control of the Baltic Sea and Poland, Prussia's King Frederick the Great decided to seek an alliance with the British.

Austria+France - ending the traditional rivalry between France and the Hapsburgs. 
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The Seven Years' War (1756-1763)

Once again both a continental war and a colonial conflict.

· The continental war began when Frederick the Great of Prussia invaded a German ally of  Austria

· Counting on isolating Austria, Frederick benefited from France's inability to fight both a continental and a colonial war

· Near the end of the war,  the anti-Prussian alliance fell apart when Russia backed down.

· The European phase of the war confirmed Prussia's possession of Silesia. 

The Colonial War 

In North America  this war was called the French and Indian War

· King Louis XV of France, aided by Spain, first led in this war.

· In India, an incident known as the notorious “Black Hole of Calcutta” (caused by the ruler of Bengal, an ally of the French)

· In time…  The British benefited from their control of the sea, making it impossible for the French to provide reinforcements to their colonies. 

The tide in the colonial war began to turn in Britain's favor. 

· They defeated the French in India, seized the major French sugar islands in the West Indies

· They took western Pennsylvania from the French  

· Then they took Quebec and Montreal - but the conflict still dragged on a few years. 
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Frederick invaded the kingdom of Saxony.

Confronting the powerful alliance of Austria, France, Russia, and Saxony, Frederick faced the greatest crisis of his career

· Russia's new tsar, Peter III, who admired Frederick the Great, dropped out of the war in 1762. 

At first the war did not go well for Britain and the British lost the Mediterranean island of Minorca and failed to take Louisburg in Canada

· In India, British forces defeated the French in the Battle of Plassey (1757). 

· Fort Duquesne in western Pennsylvania in 1758 was renamed Pittsburgh 

· James Wolfe took  Louisburg in 1758, and both he and the French commander, Louis Joseph Montcalm, were killed as the British moved to take Quebec in 1759

· Montreal fell to the British in 1760.
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The Treaty of Paris (1763)

· The British acquired French Canada and the territory up to the Mississippi River. 

· Little was left of the French empire in the New World apart from a few islands in the West Indies.

· In India, the British dominated, although French trading stations remained. 

· From Spain the British received Florida

The great colonial conflict had ended with the British winning a decisive victory over France.  

Great Britain, Prussia, and Russia were clearly established as the most powerful states in Europe - though France would rise again!

The Partitions of Poland

During the 18th century, the contentious Polish nobility proved increasingly incapable of regulating their own affairs and Poland became an object of intervention by the great powers

· Catherine the Great of Russia secured the election of one of her former lovers as king of Poland. 

· FIRST PARTITION: In the first of three partitions of Poland,  Poland lost about half its population and a third of its territory (1770s)

- to AUSTRIA, PRUSSIA and RUSSIA!!!

· SECOND PARTITION: the 2nd partition of Poland was 20 years later
· THIRD PARTITION:  A year later, revolt broke out and  Prussia, Austria, and Russia took what was left. 

· Poland ceased to exist as an independent state. 

· Russia's gains in Poland provided the Russians with buffer zones against their Prussian and Austrian neighbors
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including Martinique and Guadeloupe.

including a strip of land along the Gulf of Mexico extending westward to the Mississippi 

The American Revolution was but another event in this series of wars between France and England - and then there were the wars of the French Revolution and Napoleon yet to come…
Russia with Prussia would be aided by the dismemberment of Poland,  Austria though would remain 2nd rate.

1763

1st (1772)West Prussia  to Prussia, Belorussia (White Russia) to Russia, Galicia to Austria

2nd (1793) Russia gained most of Lithuania and the western Ukraine, while Prussia took the area around the seaport of Danzig and additional territory in western Poland.

3rd (1794) Prussia took the area around Warsaw, while Austria gained the Cracow region. The Russians took what remained of Lithuania and the Ukraine. 
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The Enlightenment and Religion

An age of reason based on faith, not an age of faith based on reason. 

DEISM

· "first cause"

· an impersonal deity

· natural religion

· common morality of all human beings. 

Voltaire was a deist - as were many of America's founding fathers -    

· the classical ideal of the brotherhood of man 

· the universal morality of man. 

· Membership in the Masons spread these ideals.

Fall of the Jesuits

The great success of the critics of Christianity -  suppres​sion of the strongest element in the Catholic church, the Society of Jesus. 

· 1770s - the pope dissolved them to pacify European leaders

Christianity responds  -Failure of deism among common people

PIETISM

Brought to Christians new devo​tion, spirituality, charity, revived mysticism and missionary fervor. 

· emphasis placed not on reason, but on the attributes of the heart. 

· satisfied the longings of many seeking a truly Christian life.

· examples:  Moravian Brethern in Germany; Methodists in English speaking lands
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The central theme of the Enlightenment is the effort to humanize religion. 

· dislodged the ecclesiastical establishment from central control of cultural and intellectual life. 

The deists believed in a God who created the universe and set it in motion to operate in accordance with natural laws. 

· God, the prime mover, did not interfere with the operation of his creation. 

· He was not involved with daily lives and did not respond to prayer

· Emphasized an impersonal deity, natural religion and the common morality of all human beings. 

· Natural religion rested on the basic assumption that man is guided by the dictates of reason.

Freemasonry helped to spread Deism.      Its constitution stressed belief in a God of nature and sought to appeal to men of all beliefs.

Count Nikolaus Zinzendorf in Germany  - the church of the Moravian Brethren.
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Methodism

· Charles Wesley and his brother John
· regular times of prayer, reading the Scriptures, and pursuing acts of charity. 

· methodical in their religious activities = Methodists

· "devotion", rather than "dogma"

· hostility of bishops forced John, an Anglican priest, to form a separate church

RELIGIOUS TOLERATION

Generally the secular spirit of the Enlightenment encouraged
greater toleration of all religious faiths. 

· Frederick the Great

· Joseph II

The Religious movements and religious toleration

· Deists furthered this trend by their complete indifference to religious commitment of any kind. 

· Pietists minimized the importance of dogmas and creeds and emphasized leading a moral life. 

Restrictions on the Jews

Always limited - the new spirit of the age will eventually impact them as well

· The old - the middle ages, Spain and the Inquisition

· The new  - Joseph II

· Limitations on employment - and the changes to come
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CULTURE of the 17-18th centuries

LITERATURE

John Milton -  17th century England's greatest literary figure. 

· Greatest works were Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained - images of man overcoming his darker side and "progressing"

John Dryden and Alexander Pope- models from ancient Greek  &  Roman literature.  Pope was England's greatest 18th century poet. 

· translations into English of Homer's Iliad and Odyssey 

· Rape of the Lock- pokes fun at fashionable society of the day 

The English Novel -    Daniel Defoe 

· Robinson Crusoe (1719) - maintain human integrity when alone and deserted. 1719 -an important date for "defining" of the novel

· Moll Flanders  prostitute and thief 
· General History - Pirates (historical account)

Jonathan Swift 

· Gulliver's Travels - biting political and social satire- disdain for fellow human beings (small size makes their actions ridiculous)

18th century obsession with the Risqué

In the mode of Moll Flanders, there was also:

· Virtue Rewarded, Clarissa Harlowe, and probably the most famous - Tom Jones - all from the 1740s
Henry Fielding 

· Tom Jones (1749) - cheerful and often bawdy account of the wild adventures of its hero. 
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John Milton (1608-1674)

· Paradise Lost (1667) -biblical story,  Satan's revolt against God,Adam&Eve 

· Paradise Regained (1671)-Jesus in  wilderness, overcoming temptation.

John Dryden (1631-1700) 

· Dryden's best-known plays include the comedy Marriage a la Mode (1672) and All for Love (1677), a retelling of Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopatra.

Alexander Pope (1688-1744)

· Rape of the Lock (1714) 

· Essay on Criticism (1711) - sets forth critical standards and tastes

· Essay on Man (1734) - a poetic summary of 18th century philosophy. 

Daniel Defoe (1659-1731)

· Robinson Crusoe (1719)  

· Moll Flanders (1722)  - both like Pope's Rape of the Lock-fun at society
Jonathan Swift (1667-1745)

· Gulliver's Travels (1726)

Samuel Richardson (1689-1761)

· Pamela,or Virtue Rewarded (1740)- a virtuous servant escapes lecherous advances of her employer's son. 

· Clarissa Harlowe (1748)- tragic tale,   young woman runs off with a seducer 

Henry Fielding (1707-1754)

· Tom Jones (1749)
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FRANCE

· Voltaire (Candide) and Rousseau (Emile)

· French as the language of culture

GERMANY

Johann Wolfgang Goethe 

His influence on the German language rivals Shakespeare's impact on English. 

· Faust - portrays the dilemma of a man who sells his soul to the devil in return for knowledge and power. 

Neoclassical theme in society

Classical studies increased rapidly. Excavations in Pompeii and  Greece revealed to the world the beauty and meaning of the classical heritage.

A number of historians of lasting importance appeared in the mid-18th century. 

· Voltaire 

· Edward Gibbon (Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire)

NEWSPAPERS

The emergence of periodicals and newspapers first occurred in Great Britain in the eighteenth century.

· Moralizing sermons printed before 1700

· After 1700 newspapers took on a more familiar look
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by the German archaeologist Winckelmann


	KEY INFORMATION

MUSIC
Equipment

There was a notable increase in the number and quality of instruments. 

· Antonio Stradivari fashioned violins to standards that have never been surpassed. 

· The piano was invented early in the 18th century

OPERA- defined in the 17th century - popular in the 18th 


The development of opera brought together the talents of singers, instrumentalists, dramatists, and painters to create a unified whole.

· Monteverdi  - one of the first major operatic composers

· Scarlatti - wrote over 100 operas, as well as church music. 

· Lully- composed many operas and ballets.

The MASTERS

Johann Sebastian Bach and George Frideric Handel dominated the first half of the century, while Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Franz Joseph Haydn dominated the second half.

· Bach  - compositions for orchestra, organ, and harpsichord, his church work that Bach excelled 

· Mozart, the child prodigy, was the greatest figure in music in the Austrian empire.  When he died at 35 he had produced 600 works - symphonies, concertos, operas

· Haydn wrote over eighty string quartets, more than fifty piano sonatas, and over one hundred symphonies

During the late 18th century, Vienna became a great musical center and Mozart and Haydn were the Austrian capital's leading composers in the classical style.
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During the 17th and 18th centuries, European writers, artists, architects, and composers produced works of enduring significance.
In 1710 Bartolomeo Cristofori invented the piano

· Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643). Within a few years operas were being performed in most of Italy's cities.

· Other major operatic composers  include the Italian Alessandro Scarlatti (c. 1660-1725), and France's  Jean-Baptiste Lully (1632-1687).

Johann Sebastian Bach (d. 1750) 

· Brandenburg Concertos (1721)

George Frideric Handel (d. 1759)
· Handel - The Messiah
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 

· The Marriage of Figaro (1786)

· Don Giovanni (1787)

· The Magic Flute (1791)   (just a few)

Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)

· The Surprise Symphony (1791)

· The Clock Symphony (1794). 
Often also as court musicians all across Europe and Great Britain
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ART AND ARCHITECTURE

The Baroque Style - architecture (not "art")
Inspired by classical models and represented an outgrowth of the Renaissance style-  more exuberant and flamboyant. 

· Baroque buildings had a relatively simple exterior, interiors were elaborately decorated with dramatic paintings and sculpture. 

· Catholic churches as the best examples of the style - but it also  had an impact on Protestant lands - OPERA houses for example.

· The Great fire (London-late 1600s) allowed for much rebuilding

Secular Architecture

Secular buildings were also constructed in the baroque style, 

· King Louis XIV's great palace at Versailles. 

· Peter the Great of Russia began the construction of his baroque summer palace at Peterhof

Giovanni Lorenzo Bernini was among the greatest of the baroque architects (he was also a sculptor). Another architect from England was Christopher Wren - who rebuilt London after the Great Fire.
The Rococo Style - both architecture AND art

Compared with baroque, rococo is lighter and even more ornate. 

· It increased the trend toward sentimentality, affectation, and over

     ornamentation.

· Among secular buildings, Maria Theresa's  palace in Vienna and Frederick the Great's  palace at Potsdam outside Berlin are noted examples of rococo architecture.
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Giovanni Lorenzo Bernini (1598-1680)

· In 1629, he became the architect of St. Peter's basilica in Rome

· Bernini is also known for his dramatic statue of The Ecstasy of St. Theresa.
Christopher Wren (1632-1723) 

· designed the new St.Paul's Cathedral (1675-1710) and a number of other churches in London.
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The 17th Century

Flemish Painting
Two 17th century Flemish painters, Peter Paul Rubens and his pupil, Anthony Van Dyck, are ranked among major baroque artists. 

· They presented classical themes, especially drawn from mythology, with a dramatic use of color. 

· Both Rubens and Van Dyck are known for their portraits of aristocrats and rulers.

Dutch Painting 

While Flemish painters specialized in portraits of royalty and aristocracy, Dutch artists more often painted portraits of wealthy members of society
Rembrandt 

· The greatest European painter of the 17th century. 

· In addition to portraits, he is noted for his paintings inspired by the Bible and almost one hundred self-portraits.

French Painting

Poussin 

· the leading French painter of the 17th century, style evolved from baroque to be a major expression of French classicism. 

· known for paintings based on classical themes, landscapes, and religious paintings.

Spanish Painting 

Velazquez and Murillo

· Court portraits, religious subjects

	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Peter Paul Rubens

· The Raising of the Cross 

· Descent From the Cross.

Anthony Van Dyck (d.1641) 

· In addition to portraits, Van Dyck is known for his religious paintings.

Rembrandt van Rijn (d.1669)

· Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Tulp (1632)

· The Nightwatch (1642). 

Nicolas Poussin (1594--1665)

· Portraits, classical themes, landscapes

Diego Velazquez (1599-1660)

· Known for his portraits of members of the royal family and important court personages.

Bartolomo Esteban  Murillo (c.1617-82) 

· A painter of portraits and religious subjects
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The 18th Century - The Rococo Style in ART

More flamboyant, more expressive…   but with the growth of a reading public, the visual arts declined in significance.   

ART in England

Expressions of the society in which they lived

· Hogarth -an engraver, depicted the vices and misery of the poor. 

· Reynolds - made portraits of the high nobility.

· Gaineborough - painted both portraits and landscapes.

                               - One of his most famous works is the Blue Boy.

France

Images of the Enlightenment. And it's Neoclassicism 

· Watteau  - a leading rococo artist, painting delicate fantasies in pastel tones.

· Boucher  - Another rococo painter - painting mainly scenes from classical mythology, pastoral scenes, and nudes. 

SOME ASPECTS OF SOCIETY IN THE 18TH CENTURY

Life spans increased and so did population….

· Medicine - Edward Jenner and the smallpox vaccine


· Mental illness - London's asylum for the insane was so chaotic that the word bedlam has entered the English language.

· Food  - greater abundance of food. Cultivation of the potato was of major significance during age of Louis XIV. Of all foods that came from the Americas, the potato the most valuable. 

· Earlier marriage - As economic security increased, so too did the number of births, both in and out of wedlock. In the average family, six pregnancies were considered the average. 
· Areas hit by WAR declined, others increased

· Population increase leads to demand for "goods"
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Hogarth (d. 1764)

Joshua Reynolds (d. 1792)

Thomas Gainsborough (d. 1788)

Antoine Watteau (1684-1721)

Francois Boucher (1703-1770)

Early in the 1900s smallpox disappeared throughout the world in what is surely one of medicine's great accomplishments.

Population

· Ireland, Russian and Ukrainian - huge population increase 

· The Ottoman Empire, Poland, Spain, parts of Italy, German lands - declined in the 17th century  (war and famine). 

Population Figures - changes from 1700 to 1800

· France - from 20 million to 26 million  

· Austria - from 20 million to 27 million 

· England - from 5 ½ million to 9 mil. 

	KEY INFORMATION

Considering the increased demand due to increased population:

· demand was localized in cities and seacoast and could not be met by old techniques. 

· the supply of some products could not readily be increased to satisfy demand - which led to alternates (cotton for linen). 

· prices increased - incentive to produce more

· labor was readily available

These were factors which were essential to produce the Industrial Revolution - where it first grew - in England.

Women

· On the Continent, women began to play a larger role in the world outside the household. Advanced education became available to greater numbers of them. 

· Women organized salons where the ideas of the day were discussed, and participated in important learned gatherings. 

· But they did not yet excel in creating major works in art, philosophy, literature, or science.

Education

· Rich parents sent their children to school at an early age because elemen​tary schools were now found all over western Europe. 

· The study of the Bible and the catechism took up much of the school day 

Living standards

· The very rich vs. the very poor - and the new rich businessmen versus the factory laborers

· For the poor the standard of living continued to be low, and the hopelessness of their situation meant a serious rise in alcoholism. 
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION



	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
Early Economy

Mercantilism

· In order to insure their businesses, the merchants of western Europe expected national governments to fight their battles 

· The value of cooperative ventures

PRECONDITIONS OF ECONOMIC REVOLUTION

· a vast body of knowledge concerning mathematics & mechanics. 

· the waterwheel of the ancients - for grinding grain

· the windmill, which had proved useful in flat areas where waterfalls were scarce and winds steady. 

· Rudimentary mechanics  -They were familiar with the trans​mission of power by means of shafting and gears. 

SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF ECONOMIC CHANGE

· Materialism

· Leisure for some - civilization yields plenty

The long-term effects of the mechanization of industry and of improved practices in agriculture were clearly beneficial to human kind, the same cannot be said of the short-run effects:

· Some trades declined - specialization of work

· coal mining was dangerous

· leaving homes for "new villages" 

· exploitation of women and children 

· prohibition against unions and strikes

Industrialization and ag​ricultural development had come to stay, are with us yet, and are bound to be with us for many a year to come. 


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
The East India companies established in both Amsterdam and London made substantial profits and demonstrated the value of cooperative ventures.

Why the ancients never developed machines (to any great extent) - wood and slavery

	KEY INFORMATION
Machines lead civilization to a new stage of economic history

· into industrial and agricultural capitalism 

· the entrepreneur owned the means of production, hired labor for wages, and produced goods for sale

· impersonal and uncertain market with a hope of making profit. 

· business leaders - lower classes

· inclined to be hostile to mercantilist theory and practice, in​spired by past monopolistic guilds & growing nationalist states. 

· These new leaders wanted to be free of controls which would restrict their freedom to make profits 

Adam Smith - free market!- free enterprise

· Many were convinced that mercantilism was flawed. 

· When merchants were free to buy and sell as they chose, profits increased and contributed to the wealth of the nation. 

· The unseen “hand” that guided the market – “natural forces”

· “natural laws” contribute to progress and “pursuit of happiness”

Laissez-faire capitalism  or  free trade

In 1776 Adam Smith published “The Wealth of Nations”

· masterpiece of style and of analysis, one of the most widely read  works in all economic literature. 

· true wealth of a state is not measured by the gold/silver which it possesses but by the goods/services which it produces. 

· advocated the use of machines, the division of labor, the development of transportation, the in​vestment of capital in new plants, and better training of labor. 

· A policy of governmental hands-off business at home and free trade among nations. 

· Renounce restrictive laws - all should have a right to work as they please as long as they do not hurt others. 
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

· Mercantilism, with its many regulations appeared to interfere with the free play of "natural" forces.  

· Restric​tions on trade and industry were counterproductive.  

· Underlying the thought of these economists were the goals  of finding natural laws and of contributing to progress, to the "happiness" of the human race.   

· economists exercised a profound influence on law. 

· Advocated that governments confine themselves to restraining the evildoer and not interfere with the citizen's legitimate activities. 

· Smith's ideas - exploiting nature to use it for man's enrichment. His ideas gave the new middle class the opportunity to believe that greed was for the benefit of society and so escape the guilt that Christianity had always attributed to greed.
· Beccaria, about 1764, objected to the use of torture.   Prison for debtors was assailed as useless and inhumane. 

Serfdom was condemned.   Superstitions, such as those responsible for the persecution of "witches," were ridiculed.

	KEY INFORMATION

Cottage industry in Great Britain

· Those with raw materials made them available to farmers. 

· In their “cottages” -  men, women, and children worked to fashion these materials into mar​ketable products. 

· Textiles, especially wool in England and Scotland, were the most important products of the cottage industries.

“Putting-out” - Cloth merchants would:

· buy machinery for workers, 

· rent it out to them, 

· sometimes put them in workhouses or "factories"- reduce costs

· furnish them with the raw materials to process, 

· collect the finished products for which a wage was paid. 

Demand for Cotton

· the demand for cotton grew enormously.

· plan​tation owners soon discovered that they could raise cotton more profitably than tobacco and turned rapidly to it. 

· slaves were acquired to do the work. 

· capital was furnished by Englishmen who wanted cotton or by Americans who had saved their profits from tobacco, etc. 

· Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin (1793), which greatly reduced the cost of removing seeds. 

· Machines in the cotton textile industry resulted in lower prices, but reduced cost and greater profits. 

Inventions

· Given general familiarity with textile technology, many were making  new contribution to textile techniques 

· With inventions for improving cloth production came efforts to activate them by mechanical power in the 1770s onward.
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
Many men in business were well acquainted with the technical problems involved here, as well as with the profits to be derived from the trade.

In the Southern British colonies in America 

By 1800 England's exports of cotton exceeded in value those of any other prod​uct, and by 1841 England had twice as many workers in cotton as in any other industry. 

The hand loom and the spinning wheel had by the early 18th century reached a high stage of development.


	KEY INFORMATION

THE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION

Despite changes in industry- major economy factor was agriculture

Changes in Economic thinking and its impact on Agriculture:

The Physiocrats

· One of the first of the new schools to break sharply with the old traditions believe in "the rule of nature." 

· Same laissais faire policy as Adam Smith

· Dr. Quesnay contended that all wealth came from the land and then "circulated" through other groups in society. 

· agricultural production should be in​creased by all means 

· new techniques, tools, fertilizers, etc 

The “circle” – greater population impacts:

· An increase in population meant a greater pressure on the land

· A greater demand for land, led to a rise in agricultural prices and an increase in the value of farm real estate. 

· In England such con​ditions encouraged many of the large landholders to produce more goods for sale in the world market rather than for local consumption. 

 It also led to… “ENCLOSURE” of land in England

· Lords and large landowners needed to acquire the rights which peasants had to cultivate strips of land on their estates 

· Land was acquired and “enclosed” through Parliament 

· Few people owned most of the land with the government’s aid – often forcing commoners off their land.

· They created large fields with hedges or fences around them. 

· They grew crops for market, grain, introducing the best techniques of cultivation, new crops, better tools and machinery. 

· All this meant better yields and higher profits
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

From 1700 to 1845 some 14,000,000 acres of land, or one-quarter of all the useable  land of England, was consolidated - forcing many peasants to move!

By 1873, half the land of the country was held by just over 2000 people.


	KEY INFORMATION

Outside England things were different

· Lords wanted funds from constituents - not  income on crops 

· Larger payments  from peasants, created deep antagonism 

· French Revolution - the peasants won - feudal obligations abol​ished AND the peasants got title to the lands without payment 

· These reforms were extended in varying degrees to countries which the Revolu​tionaries and Napoleon conquered. 

TYPES OF IMPROVEMENTS IN AGRICULTURE

Many advances had been made in agriculture:

· the improvement of animal breeds

· the introduction of new crops like buckwheat and the potatoe

· the development of animal-drawn cultivators

· New Farming Techniques like Crop Rotation

Some examples:
· Townshend , in England, experimented on his lands with various crops, the use of lime soil, wood ashes, soot, manure; discovered that by rotating crops his land continued to be fertile.

· Farmers saw that by crop rotation fallow land was not needed 

· Phosphates and nitrates

· Jethro Tull - the "horse hoe," a horse-drawn cultivator for removing weeds between rows of crops.  Then others made improvements on the plow, and other farming implements.

· Robert Bakewell de​voted to improve qualities of cattle & sheep. 

· The virtues of farm life and the progress that was being made in farm techniques was popular – Catherine the Great, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson and even George III  

· nicknamed “Farmer George” (he was intensely interested in new agricultural methods & wrote for an Agriculture journal)
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

France- kept pace with England, as shown on the plates on agricultural machinery in the Encyclopedie.

The East -   changes were less in central/east Europe, which lacked colonial possessions and had limited access to raw materials and markets.
In spite of steps forward, agriculture in the early 18th century was primitive. 

One of the major drawbacks was the practice of allowing ¼ or more of the land to lie fallow every year.

Netherlands- farmers had discovered that by alternating certain crops, like turnips and peas, with grain, the land did not deter​iorate as fast as it did when grain was grown every year. 

Viscount Townshend (1674-1738)

Coke of Holkam (1752-1842)
· developed a 4 crop rotation, the Norfolk System, permitted cultiva​tion of all the land every year.

Jethro Tull (1674-1740) 

· improved on device which had been in use in the vineyards in south France.

Robert Bakewell (1725-1795)

Arthur Young (1741-1820) 

· traveled observing farm practices and wrote extensively about what he saw
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