	 Western Civ II – Week 1 – class notes                            

KEY INFORMATION

First major topic set of key topics include:

· French mercantilism and absolutism

· Richelieu and Louis XIII

· Louis XIV

· The Thirty Years War

· The Stuarts in England - James I

· English divine right monarchy - Charles I

· The English church and the Puritans

· The English Civil War

· The English Puritan Republic

· The Stuart Restoration

· The Plague and the Great Fire of London

· The Glorious Revolution (William and Mary)

· Vienna is saved from the Turk

· The growth of Prussia and Russia

The 17th Century is the century of France - with Spain falling behind. 


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

The first half of the 17th century: looks forward to a completely new form of social and political existence, based on notions of fundamental unity and universal brotherhood 

The second half of the century: 

· on the continent absolutism becomes the rule, 

· the English model of a balanced ("constitutional") government leads in England and America.

The roles of the pope and he Holy Roman Empire decline

Colonial expansion of Great Britain will make it the leading power in the world by 1715.

	                             KEY INFORMATION

 The problem of political disintegration in 16-17th Centuries. 

· France - Wars of Religon 

· England - the English Revolution 

· Holy Roman Empire (Germany and Austria) - 30 Years War.

· Competition between the aristocracy and the Monarchy 

Absolutism and Constitutionalism. 

1. Definition of Constitutionalism 
2. Definition of Absolutism 

· The importance of the idea of Divine Right in this context. 

Poland - A failed state 

- Result of no Constitutionalism and no absolutism.

· The Noble republic - Elected kings, any noble could veto any law. 

· Complete collapse of central government. 

Spain - Absolutism Attempted 

Philip II. ruled by himself. As one of first absolute monarchs – it’s possible to see many of the later marks of absolutism in his reign. 

· Centralizing control / Central source of authority

· Bureaucratic systems 

Spain declined after 1600: due to economy and bad government. . 


	      SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Absolutism was very practical - it developed state bureaucracies and standing armies to make its claims work.


The dominant country of the late 16th Century, based on military power and enormous wealth from the new world.    

	                             KEY INFORMATION

France - Absolutism Triumphant 

What happened in France provided more of model for Europe than Spain. 

French Wars of Religion and Henry IV 

· The Reformation in France. Calvinist. 

· Catholic and Protestant nobles. 

· Lax and inefficient rulers. 

· Noble wars virtually destroyed the Country 

· What was needed was a new approach to government. (If the goal was a stable country). 

· Henry VI (1598-1610), formerly King of Navarre. - "Paris is worth a mass".   Edict of Nantes 1598 quieted country. Allowed toleration to the Huguenots.

France - Louis XIII (1610)- ruled 33 years

· Louis XIII was nine years old, Marie de Medici became regent

· The French resented an Italian regent who relied on Italian advisers 

· The Estates-General convened - shades of "things to come" 150 years later

The Three Estates

Clergy - Nobles - Everyone else (the 3rd estate)

· The 3rd  Estate wanted a reduction in taxes and abolition of feudal dues. 

· Intent on protecting their privileges, the other estates re​fused to cooperate.

	      SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

France's importance as a country was based on its wealth and its population, as well as its culture. French absolutism was background to French Revolution and also to the Enlightenment.

1610 - Henry IV was stabbed to death by a religious fanatic  obsessed with the conviction that Henry was a mortal enemy of the Catholic Church

Louis XIII (1610-43) 



	                                 KEY INFORMATION

Cardinal Richelieu - the great minister

The real director of the French government aimed: 

· to make the crown supreme in France
· to make France supreme in Europe.
1. He broke power of nobility and made it clear there was only one law - the King's.  

2. He began administrative reform and centralized control over regions.  

3. He fought Habsburg Dynasty - made France a great power (fought for Protestants in Thirty Year's War) 

Richelieu also opposed Huguenots - as defiant of King's power and began the road to oppression. 

The Huguenots

· Edict of Nantes resulted in Huguenot fortification

· Richelieu suspected Huguenots of plotting with foreign countries against France - sent troops to destroy their towns and armies

· The Huguenots had to dismantle their forts, but all their other privileges were left intact.

· He did not cancel the Edict of Nantes nor forbid them to practice their religion (Louis XIV would do that later)


	      SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Richelieu became one of Marie's advisers.  In 1622, Richelieu was made a member of the royal council and a Cardinal of the Church.

He removed their right to fortified towns.

He ordered them to dismantle their fortifications. When they  refused Richelieu began a  campaign to destroy them. 

· The Peace of Alais (1629)

	                               KEY INFORMATION

Reducing the Power of the Nobility

· Richelieu worked tirelessly to nullify the power of the nobility to resist the king - replacing their functions with royal administrators
· The royal army destroyed castles of nobles who refused

· Richelieu preserved Europe’s balance of power to prevent any one country from dominating the others. 

At the end of the 30 yrs war-France the most powerful nation in Europe.

· Hapsburgs posed the greatest threat to the balance, so limit Habsburg power - the Austrians were the traditional enemy of France anyway (along with the British)

Louis XIV (1643) - ruled 72 years    (alone since 1661)

5 years old, his mother Anne of Austria as regent 

The Fronde and Control of the Nobility

At about 1650 - a series of revolts:

· lower and middle classes against heavy taxation

· nobles to increase their political power

· officeholders to protect their positions

Revolt by nobles sick of absolute claims. This had big psychological effect on Louis XIV. He was determined to be powerful 

Versailles and Ritual- Used to bring all the important nobility to his court." This deprived them of power - as did a very expensive lifestyle and detailed ritual court practice

Louis' conception of himself as King - and of the problems he faced.
Although egotistical he was not a madman.  He thought he had to work hard and let good sense act.  


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Richelieu's economic policies were not a striking success. 

· Negotiated trade treaties with Denmark, Russia, Sweden. 

· Tried to build up the merchant marine, encourage colonial development

· Taxed the people harshly, while he lived in luxury.

Both Richelieu and Louis XIII died at about the same time.

Louis XIV (Ruled 1643-1715)
The great cardinal was replaced by an Italian adventurer named Mazarin (d. 1661),  also a prince of the Church - who also ruled over Anne

1661 - Louis directed the affairs of state, to ensure that power rested with him personally and not with a chief minister.
Influence of Louis XIV's Government and Style - Versailles and Louis' government were admired in Europe and it was copied everywhere;
 



	                                      KEY INFORMATION

L'Etat est moi –  “I am the state”
An absolute monarch, a divine King surrounded by fawning nobles.  
Government under Louis XIV
It is often seen as one of the first modern governments.
- its system of councils to control the real ruling of the country 
- royal officials in provinces gives central control of the entire country.
- Its establishment of a standing army which Louis used in a series of expensive wars. This gives him great power. 

Colbert

Minister - administrative/financial reorganization, development of trade and manufacturing. 

· reduced graft and corruption

· adopted an accurate system of bookkeeping

· tried to equalize taxation between the provinces

Mercantilism

Colbert, Richilieu, and others - the wealth and economy of the country should serve the state.

· State support for industry, subsidizing, privileges - always with goal of selling  more outside and acquiring more wealth (gold)

· centralizes economy + close government control/relieves the need for direct taxes.  Problem was nobles would not pay tax. This was not solved and France remained under-taxed.
Louis created an absolute monarchy, but failed to make the type of reforms necessary to ensure loyalty to the crown and prevent bankruptcy!
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Monarch by divine right, the king was God's lieutenant on earth. During his coronation, he swore to defend the Catholic faith.

Absolutism came into being as a practical way to control the state. But there were theoretical justifications. 

· Bishop Bousset (1627-1704) Politics Drawn from the Very Words of Scripture (1679). He was tutor to Louis XIV’s heir.

· His basic justification was Divine Right: God makes a King absolutely sovereign. 

· industry/agriculture were encouraged 
· Cut cost of collecting taxes
· efforts to create free trade between the interior provinces of the kingdom.
French colonial aspirations were directed toward finding raw materials and ways of selling French goods - developed merchant marine with this goal



	                                  KEY INFORMATION

Louis XIV and Religion

· The Position of the Church as State within a State
Divine Right was important in Louis' ideas/largely independent of Rome

· Tax free  and supported by Louis

· Revocation of Edict of Nantes in 1685 - 1/4 mill Protestants left 

His growing interest in religion made toleration impossible – had huge financial impacts for France!
Louis’ Wars

Louis tried to dominate Europe through a series of wars -  alliances thwarted his ambitions. 

-  His effort at domination resulted only in exhausting the nation and impoverishing the people. Only one is worthy of some discussion:

The War of Spanish Succession, 1702-13

- ended with a French Bourbon on the throne of Spain – but by then the “British ruled the seas” – and the sun began to “rise” for England as it was setting for Spain and France.

A series of deaths in the royal family meant that by 1715 the heir to the throne was the king's great-grandson, the five-year-old Louis XV.

CULTURE

Louis XIV as patron of the arts – He  became the most admired and emulated monarch in Europe

French culture spread everywhere -  and “French” became the “language” of the cultural elite. French became the language of many courts. 
	    SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

· The War of Devolution, 1667-68

· The Dutch War, 1672-78 

· The Nine Years War (War of the League of Augsburg), 1688-97

The War of the Spanish Succession:

· Philip of Anjou - keeps the Spanish throne and its colonial empire - the same king would never rule Spain and France

· Spanish Netherlands and Spanish lands in Italy went to Austrian Hapsburgs

· Britain took Gibraltar, gained some French possessions in America  
French Classicism - Moliere and Racine

Music and fine arts (artist – Poussin)

Sciences- founding of royal academies

Copycat Palaces built all over Europe: Vienna, St. Petersburg, Berlin.


	                                 KEY INFORMATION

The Thirty-Years' War (1618-1648)  - phases:

1. Bohemian phase          2. Danish phase

3. Swedish phase             4. French phase

Causes

Religious controversy:    The Peace of Augsburg in 1555 had not recognized Calvinism.

Hapsburg Spain wanted:

· to recover the Netherlands

· to raise Habsburg dynastic prestige

· to restore Catholicism to all Europe

· to weaken France.

The Hapsburg Holy Roman Empire wanted:

· centralized imperial control over the empire 

· the Roman Catholic faith restored to their realm.

The German princes wanted: 

· to preserve their own local powers and to gain territory and wealth.
The progress of the war:

Spain, Austria, and some of the German princes opposed the remaining German princes aided by Denmark, Sweden, and France.  

	    SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

France wanted:

German territory, influence in German affairs, and an end to Habsburg predominance in Europe.
Denmark wanted:

· to gain control of German areas to enable them to control trade in North Europe

· to protect their faith (Lutheran) against Catholics 

Sweden wanted:

· to control the eastern coast of the Baltic Sea and Finland 

· to extend power to northern Germany to control the commerce from the German rivers to the Baltic Sea.

	                               KEY INFORMATION

The War -phase one- Bohemia

The Bohemian revolt against their Habsburg rulers began the war in 1618.

· Hapsburgs backed down on religious toleration

· Bohemia deposed the Holy Roman Emperor

· Bohemia selected a Protestant as their king

· Hapsburg Austria aided by Catholic Spain and others crushed Bohemia, and persecuted protestants

The War -phase two- Denmark
Late 1620s

· Danes were supported financially by the English and Dutch, but the were no match for the Catholic forces of the Habsburgs

· The Danes were driven out of Germany
The War -phase three- Sweden
The Swedish phase of the war (1630-35) would cancel the earlier Habsburg successes.

· Gustavus Adolphus II of Sweden joined forces with the Protestant leaders of Germany, started to have great victories against the Habsburg forces.

· A ruler and military leader of enormous ability. 

· Gustavus was a devoted Lutheran, unwilling to see the Catholic Hapsburgs get their way.

· His death in battle in 1632 was devastating - neither side held the advantage in the end.


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand II - many Catholics and Protestants alike were concerned about the growth of his power.  One reason why Catholic France eventually sides with the Protestants in this long war.
· The Danish phase of the war (1625-29) began as King Christian IV led his forces into northern Germany.
· In 1629, Ferdinand II demanded the immediate restitution of all church lands 
Gustavas reorganized Swedish govern​ment, navy, and army, and personally designed new guns superior to those of his con​temporaries. His ability, popularity, and leadership com​bined to make Sweden one of Europe's great powers during this war.

	                             KEY INFORMATION

The War -phase four- France

The French phase of the war (1635-48) extended the French frontiers and nearly reduced the Habsburg powers to complete impotence.

· Decisively defeated the Spanish in 1643 and marched through Bavaria, approaching the emperor's homeland.

The War ends in 1648

· France gained certain cities and Alsace. 

· French border was now closer to the Rhine - gave the French control of the French-German border.

· Each of the 365 German states was recognized as independent, free to make war or peace.

· Secularized church lands were to remain with those who held them in 1624.

· Calvinists were admitted to the privileges of the Peace of Augsburg.

· Germany was so depopulated that few princes risked loosing their subjects. They didn’t try to enforce religious uniformity.

· The Spanish would not sign the treaty and went on fight​ing the French another 11 years!

· Spain had to deal with a weakened economy and a weak worthless king for the rest of the century

· France replaced Spain as the single predominant European power.
Next – the development of English constitutionalism – or a case for the FAILURE  of Stuart absolutism
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

The Treaty of Westphalia 

Negotiations were prolonged, all but Spain agreed to end this. Other provisions:

· Sweden received lands on the Baltic coast and the North Sea which enabled Sweden to control trade on the Baltic.

· The Palatinate was divided between the Duke of Bavaria and Elector Frederick's son; both now electors.
· Independence of Holland and Switzerland were recognized.
· Spain went bankrupt. Portugal (& its empire) revolted (1640) and other territories were ceded to France.

	                                     KEY INFORMATION

ENGLAND
James l (1603) - ruled 22 years
James had ruled in Scotland.  England was not Scotland; its government had progressed along different lines

· Divine Right of Kings

There was also the continuing religious problem - Catholic and Protestant factions 

· 1611 - King James Bible 

· Puritans

· Catholics - Gunpowder Plot of 1605
The House of Commons 

· began to question the rights of the monarchy on matters of privilege. 

· A sign of things to come in the long struggle between king and parliament that came to a head in the reign of Charles l. 

Charles l (1625)-ruled 24 years, beheaded in 1649
Charles gave up trying to control Parliament and 1629- he ruled without it.  

Problems with Scotland

1637 - at the height of his powers- an efficient administration, financially secure, doing quite nicely without Parliament. 

"Divine Right” -  believed he had the sacred duty to bring the Calvinist Scottish in line with the Church of England.


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Peace in Europe 

-    Dynastic marriages

· The Thirty Years War

The scholarly and intelligent James, the most learned of all who sat on the throne of England, full of promise when he came to the throne, yet disappointed by many failures.

1605- This was a severe setback and an increase in the hatred of the Catholic religion in England. 



	                                   KEY INFORMATION

The Bishop's Wars (2 religious wars)

To enforce his commands, Charles decided on war. 

· Scotland abolished episcopacy and freed itself from the King's control

· Scotland then went on to weaken the link between the king and the Scottish Parliament

· Charles again foolishly took up arms, and the 2nd Bishops' War began. 
The Power of the English Parliament

· Used the opportunity to declare that it could not be adjourned without its own consent. 

· Whittling away of royal prerogative would lead to civil war. 

· Charles went to Scotland for support against his English Parliament

· The English Parliament presented a long list of political and religious grievances. 

The Civil War
The Solemn League and Covenant was signed in 1643 between both Parliaments

"A reformation of religion in the Kingdoms of England and Ireland in doctrine, worship, and government." 

WAR! - Oliver Cromwell.

· In May 1646,  King surrendered to the “Parliamentary” Scottish forces 

· One last change - the Scottish Parliament sides with Charles, but was utterly defeated by Cromwell.
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

1638 - The Assembly in Scotland deposed or excommunicated all bishops, abolished the king’s Prayer Book as "heathenish, Popish, Jewish and Armenian."

The Royalist forces at Marston Moor were defeated by the English/Scottish Parliamentary army under Oliver Cromwell.

Following Marston Moor, the “Roundheads” won a second smashing victory over Charles at Naseby

Scott royalists defeated at Preston, army’s leader executed and its followers dispersed.



	                         KEY INFORMATION

The trial of the king for treason

· Cromwell decided that it was his duty to call Charles to account for the blood shed and the mischief caused. 

· A purge of moderates left the radical elements in the "Rump Parliament" -  who brought Charles to trial for high treason. 

· After execution, Parliament proclaimed a republican government. 

First called the "Commonwealth and Free-State," and later the "Protectorate," it lasted only eleven years. 

Republican Government in England (1649-1660)
Parliament abolished the monarchy and the House of Lords 

· Cromwell quickly and forcibly suppressed any revolts and attempts at challenging his authority. 

· Scotland did not take to the execution, and proclaimed the 18 year-old King Charles II at Edinburgh.  

· This was totally unacceptable to Oliver Cromwell, who had assumed the title of Lord Protector. 

· Cromwell invaded and defeated Scotland.

· Cromwell then set himself to set up an efficient system of government in both kingdoms. 

· He then turned his attention toward Ireland
Blue Laws

A land of Puritan conformity, where drinking, swearing and gambling became punishable offenses - even going for a walk on Sundays.
Anarchy followed by Restitution

Cromwell retired to the country, his son Richard failed to rule for 2 years.
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Foreign Policy

· Under Cromwell, England was able to strengthen its position

· 1653 - unable to satisfy the demands of factions Cromwell dissolved Parliament 

· As “Lord Protector” - he was virtual dictator of a nation that consisted of England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. 

· Passed a Navigation Act in 1654 to cripple Dutch trade. 

· War with Spain a year later resulted in the British capture of Jamaica.

· Cromwell has been seen as both an evil genius & a godly man

	                                   KEY INFORMATION

The Royals return 

Charles II (1660)- ruled 25 years
England was tired of being without a king, and things started off well.

· A cynic and pragmatist in politics. 

· Charles could not claim to rule by divine right. That era in English history had gone forever. 

· Offered freedom of religion for Catholics

· Plan failed - public office holders required to take the sacrament of the Church of England. 

· Catholic Witch-hunt - civil war seemed imminent

Three catastrophes of Charles II 

· Plague

· Fire - the Great Fire of London

· War with Holland 
James II (1685) - ruled only 3 years
His attempts to re-introduce Catholicism met with disaster far worse than any plague or fire or minor skirmishes on the Continent.   But…

· He recognized the Church of England as the established church

· James implemented policies to give religious toleration to nonconformists, to Catholics.  
Non conformists and Anglicans alike reformed their alliance against the religious policies of the king.

· 1680 -   Ripe for “Revolution” against “absolutist tyranny”
     John Locke  - Wrote two treatises on Government 

     Natural rights - life, liberty, and property - purpose of government is to    

     protect those rights
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

· The two houses of Parliament, Lords and Commons were restored, as was the Church of England and the bishoprics.

· Earlier he courted Scottish Presbyterians, but now he reverted to Catholic preferences.

· Despite Charles - anti-Catholic sentiment remained high

· 1687 James II's Declaration of Indulgence which aimed at complete religious toleration.



	                                   KEY INFORMATION

William and the Glorious Revolution of 1688
Protestant William of the Netherlands was married to Mary, daughter of the Stuart James I of England.

· William made his decision to intervene in England in early 1688, but his first invasion attempt failed - he was successful on his next.

· Glorious Revolution - William and Mary, in a joint monarchy, became rulers of Britain. 

· James II and his baby son were debarred from the succession, as were all Catholics. 

The Jacobites in Scotland and Ireland

The Pretender - “James III” Jacobites attempted further invasions from France in 1708 and 1715
Commons - the Bill of Rights

· Guaranteed free speech

· Free elections, frequent meetings of Parliament

· Parliament to raise taxes, support a standing army, proscribe ecclesiastical commissions or courts, and suspend and dispense power.
The English Empire - War of the Spanish Succession
· It was the desire for trade and overseas markets that led to the expansion of the Empire. 

· After Louis agreed that his grandson Philip V would rule the Spanish Empire, William was set against France in 1701.

· William died in 1702  (Queen Mary had died 8 years earlier). Princess Anne succeeded him; the war in France continued. 
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

William III of Orange was engaged in a duel with Louis XIV for influence in Western Europe. Charles II had fought against the Dutch,  but buried the hatchet with the marriage of William and his cousin Mary,   daughter of James I.
In June 1690 William marched on James in Ireland, and as usual, James fled to France. 

He was still supported by Louis XIV. A French naval force defeated an Anglo-Dutch fleet -  but this came to mean little.

· The annihilation of the French army at Blenheim was followed by the capture of Gibralter in 1704; and other successes

· In 1713 the Treaty of Utrecht established England's commercial and colonial supremacy



	                                      KEY INFORMATION

Queen Anne (1702) - ruled 12 years

Daughter of the last “legitimate” monarch, James II. 

· The Act of Union with Scotland:  1707

· It was the war with France that dominated Queen Anne's reign. 

· John Churchill succeeded King William as leader of the English and Dutch forces in the Grand Alliance against France.

· Under his leadership England became the leading military power in Europe for the first time since the 100 Years' War. 
· Anne was the last Stuart - George I becomes king in 1714
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Anne was succeeded by Hanover's Prince George Louis, a great-grandson of James I - spoke only German!




        All of the following on this page is SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION!

England and the New World: An Expanding Empire
James I made peace with Spain in 1604 and directed England's efforts at colonizing North America, and the Plymouth and London Companies sent ships and colonists. 

· In 1607 Jamestown, Virginia was founded. 

· In 1612, John Smith published his Map of Virginia describing the colony

· In 1616, he published his Description of New England- impetus to would-be settlers.

· In 1618, the first legislative body in the New World convened at Jamestown, the Virginia House of Burgesses. 

· In 1620, the Mayflower arrived off Cape Cod with 100 Pilgrims and two children.

Britain began to concentrate on the West Indies and the Americas, leaving the East Indies to the Dutch.

· In 1649, after the defeat of King Charles I, many Royalists emigrated to Virginia. 

· In 1655, Admiral Penn captured Jamaica from the Spanish. 

· In 1664, New Amsterdam was renamed New York after its capture from the Dutch. 

· A year later, the New Jersey Colony was founded by English colonists. 

· In 1681, Pennsylvania had its beginning in the land grant given to William Penn

The English Trade: Rum from New England to Africa, slaves to the Caribbean and sugar and molasses to New England - This was the basis of the British empire!

	                                KEY INFORMATION

PRUSSIA

Frederick William - the “Great Elector” 
The Thirty Years' War had been a disaster for most Germans, but at Prussia's young ruler actually gained territories. 

· Hohenzollern family

· The Great Elector - he decided that he could be secure only if he created the strongest army in northern Europe. 

· tradition of military service 

· all take part - including nobility, but power came to be based on the ruler's alliance with the aristocracy, not his opposition to it 

· challenge to Austria for dominion over "Germany"

The OTTOMAN EMPIRE

· fall of Constantinople 15th century - pressure on Eastern Europe

· sultans of Turkey - "absolute rulers" but "ill-equipped". 

· Their weakness  permeated other offices in the state.  

· Advancement by bribery - ignoring leaders common

· Traditional enemies - Persians, Hapsburgs, Venetians - and Russians

· Venice would hold its own in its struggle with the Turks.

· Austians - the Turks push into Vienna

· Hapsburg troops aided by Poland drove back the Turks and then added most of Turkish Hungary - the Turks ceded over territory for the first time in their long history of conflict with the west.

New Life for the Hapsburgs after the devastating 30 Years War - but their power base will now be Austria (and soon Hungary as well).
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

paramount duty the citizen was impressed on all - including nobility!

Austrian Habsburgs - once the mighty Emperors of all the Germans - now that title was largely honorific.

Venice, once the proud mistress of the Adriatic sea, continued its effort stave off disaster as the Ottomans encroached upon its few remaining Mediterranean possessions.
1683: the Turks laid siege to Vienna.


	                                   KEY INFORMATION

POLAND
1670-80s were the period of Poland shining star - powerful kings and troops helped to save Vienna from the Turks.  

· Poland was a strong state briefly.

· Threat of the Turks now extinguished

· Poles will start to flex their muscle into Russia, struggling during this period

· This will turn-about on Poland - soon reduced to be a satellite of Russia.

RUSSIA before Peter the Great
The early seventeenth century was also chaotic for Russia - problems with the succession mostly.

· They also had to deal with Swedes and Poles both feeding on Russian weakness to expand into western Russia

· Then the first of the ROMANOVs came to power in Russia.

· Swedes and Poles occupied much of Western Russia

· Obviously - war with Sweden and control of Poland would be in the stars for the late 17th century.

Russian Society

Landowners complained not sufficient manpower on their estates - led to greater burdens on the serfs in the 17th century

· Feudalism and serfdom in Russia compared to the rest of Europe  

· Russia - a system meant to provide a privileged way of life for those who held power in the state or church.

· Russia looked toward a tradition as protector's of the eastern Christians 
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Jan III Sobieski, a proven leader,  was chosen to be king of Poland during this period of Polish glory - also the last able king to rule Poland.
1613

· no limit on the time a runaway peasant might be forcibly returned to his master


landlords could appeal to the government for assistance tracking down fugitives.

· landowners - required to perform military service.


	                                  KEY INFORMATION

RUSSIAN Tradition in a time of Change
Tsar - Caesar (and later Kaiser)

Peter the Great 

His rule spawned the last quarter century of the 17th and the first 25 years of the 18th century - appropriately!

· Peter - determined to make the Russian state the strongest in Europe.

· War with the Ottomans - continuing the tradition

· Inferior weaponry, lack of seaports/ships >>> look to the west

· Russian expansion - first "learn" - then advance to the Baltic

Almost at the turn of the century he went on a "fact finding" mission - in disguise - "industrial espionage"

· especially interested in Dutch shipbuilding - four months studying and examining the Amsterdam shipyards

· visited London and Vienna - returned to suppress revolt in Russia

The Great Northern War - against Sweden

· Get back at Sweden for past encroachments into Russia

· Access to the Baltic

· Added new territories to the kingdom - and a new coastal capital - Saint Petersburg 

· Russia can now be a sea power


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

East versus West

(died 1725) - ruled 43 years

1695 - Ottoman war

Peter's goal as a participant in the Great Northern War was a port for Russia on the Baltic, bringing to an end its landlocked status.

After Russian victory , in 1721 Peter’s treaty with the Swedes, joined Latvia, Estonia, and Karelia to Russia.


	                                KEY INFORMATION

Key Factors to note for this period:
· Westernization

· Impact to Social Structure and traditions

· Bureaucracy

· Control of the Nobility

· Control of the Church

· Building Program

Westernization

· Learn from the west - in traditions and ways of doing things - industry, government, science, etc.

· No longer look to the east - now to the west - including  Sweden

Impact to Social Structure and traditions

· Soul tax - Peter's westernization program and his wars were expensive > a head tax on every male.

· Peter’s father had changed Moscow - allowed women to attend court. 

· Peter invited women to attend parties and wear Western clothes.

· Required men to wear western styles, shave beards

· Modernized society - BUT DID NOT modify the social structure

Bureaucracy

· Sweden as a model - government departments headed by "colleges" of several individuals rather than a single minister to administer

· established a Senate with the authority to supervise the administration and direct its operations when the tsar was absent. 

	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

· Colleges: foreign affairs; the army and navy; commerce, mines and manufacturing; income and expenditures; justice and control 

· Senate of only 9 members

	                                KEY INFORMATION

Control of the Nobility

· The nobility must serve the state in  the civil service or the military.  

· This was the Table of Ranks-  provided that social position and privileges be based on an individual's rank in the bureaucracy or the military, rather than on noble status.

Control of the Church

· The Russian Orthodox Church was extremely conservative in both its theology and its attitudes toward westernization. 

· Peter abolished the office of patriarch. and established an agency -    the Holy Synod. 

Building Program

· Most notably - building of the city of Saint Petersburg on the Gulf of Finland

· St. Petersburg was a beautiful city, filled with canals and spa houses

· The cost - and the pain to build it

· Confirming the westernization of Russia, Peter moved his capital from Moscow, with its ancient traditions, to his new city.

Final Commentary

In 1725 Peter died leaving an impressive record - Russia remembers him for bringing the country out of the middle ages and ended its isolation.

The latter seventeenth century's politics demonstrates how important it  was for the rulers of Europe to make adaptations - Peter was the best example of this.
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Table of the Ranks - 1722
The Russian Church resisted change - even when proven is scriptural error due to translation, etc.

Poland and the Ottoman Empire illustrate the point about what not to do (look to and stick only with the past)

	                                   KEY INFORMATION

The Scientific Revolution

The great scientists of the seventeenth century laid the foundation for the world in which we live, with all its conveniences,  machines, computers and technology. 

Copernicus  - the heliocentric theory
Two types of motion?

· Seventeenth century astronomers not only proved Copernicus and Brahe right, they also demonstrated that there was no distinction to be made between motion in the universe.

Johannes Kepler - mathematical determination of the universe

discovered that the path of the planets was elliptical rather than circular 

Kepler made it possible for astronomers to predict mathematically the positions of the sun, and planets. 

Galileo

His improvement of the recently invented telescope and publication of the work of Galileo on astronomy created great controversy within the scientific community.
· All the universe follows the same natural laws.

· In what was a major break with Aristotelian physics, he argued that, in spite of appearances, all bodies fall at a uniform rate of speed.

· God seems out of the picture
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

and that their speed of revolution varied as a function of their distance from the sun. 

Later Newton would prove this with his 1/d2 law

Church authorities feared that he was challenging scripture although Galileo contended his discoveries had nothing to do with revelation.
Galileo was a great physicist as well as an astronomer. 


how the pendulum's movement was a useful device for understanding motion


the force of gravity in objects (before Newton)

· invented a thermometer and constantly worked on improving the tele​scope.
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Philosophy

Francis Bacon (England) and Rene Descartes (France) addressed the question of knowledge. 

· How do men and women know things and to what extent can they approach certainty? 

Empiricism vs. Rationalism 

Inductive vs. The Deductive method

Francis Bacon 


investigation, observation, and experimentation offered solid proof


truth must be arrived at through trial and error and could found only at the end of a long process known as induction - (the reasoning from individual cases to general laws)

· Bacon challenged Aristotle's dependence on deductive reasoning insisted that valid conclusions about the physical world could be reached only through the inductive method:

Experimentation and the systematic collection and analysis of data.

John Locke 

Going even further - denied innate ideas and derived all knowledge, opinions and behavior from sense experience.  


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Major advances were made in mathematics during the 17th century. 


Rene Descartes and Pierre de Fermat invented analytic geometry


Blaise Pascal assembled the first machine that could add and subtract figures.

(1561-1626)

Quoting authorities was not sufficient.
Great “popularizer” of science and the value of science for the betterment of man
Ask me about how he died – it involved a chicken, some snow, and a drafty room


	                               KEY INFORMATION

Rene Descartes and the Deductive Method

Descartes’ “Cartesian philosophy” champions  the deductive method. 

Descartes began by doubting all authorities and all knowledge, both scientific and religious, until he was left with one thing he could not doubt: his own existence. 

"Cogito, ergo sum" ("I think, therefore I am")

He then proceeded to deduce the existence of God and the physical world. 


knowledge was had only after stripping away everything people think they know until the arrive at the certainty of their own thinking selves


everything else is tainted  - sensory - affected by our perceptions of the world


but - can prove that God exists.  Man can touch the infinite, the perfect, with his thoughts.  Even if he can not comprehend - the mere fact that he can touch it - means it exists.

Immanuel Kant

a teacher of philosophy in Prussia, Kant published his ideas in two volumes in the 1780s

· The Critique of Pure Reason 

· The Critique of Practical Reason
combined both deductive and inductive reasoning -acknowledging that information comes from sense perception, certain concepts were absolute, "whose truth or falsity cannot be discovered or confirmed by any experience.'' 
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

(1596-1650)

Philosophy the basis of all knowledge- 

“the trunk of the tree” or the “foundation” of the house.

Cartesian duality – mechanized physical world vs. the spiritual 
Only things that could be explained mathematically offered certainty. 

He was frustrated: trying to explain emotion and admitted that he could not understand how thought influences physical matter.
Socratic in some ways – recognize that we don’t know, can never really know, anything with certainty.  
Religion and science must be kept separate – similar to Cartesian duality



THE FOLLOWING IS ALL SUPPLEMENTAL (ON THIS PAGE)

The latter 17th century was a time when the pioneers in science began to have their work appreciated and expanded upon. 


In astronomy Christian Huygens was first to describe Saturn's rings (Galileo had called them “ears”) and later invented the pendulum clock (accurate measurement of time). 


Edmund Halley charted the skies, tracked the trade winds, and gave his name to the world's best known comet.


Robert Boyle's name is associated with the properties of air and gases, and he built a pneumatic pump to demonstrate the relation between pressure and volume.


Antony van Leeuwenhoek, a Dutch naturalist and lens maker, described the complexity of living matter and the multiple forms of life unseen by the naked eye. 


Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz improved upon Pascal's adding machine and created a more sophisticated device that could also multiply and divide


Leibniz independently published a work on calculus at the same time that Isaac Newton was studying the same problem. 


Leibniz's interests extended over mathematics, philosophy, and theology, and his efforts led to the founding of the Berlin Academy. 

Scientific achievements of the 18th century

· James Hutton, developed theories about the origins of the earth and concluded that the surface of the earth had been undergoing gradual changes over the course of many thousands of years – not the short lifespan of the Bible.
· Benjamin Franklin identified the presence of electricity in lightning, and invented the lightning rod. 


· The Italian Alessandro Volta invented the storage battery, which made it possible to harness electricity. The unit of electrical measurement called the volt is named for him.

· Joseph Black, a physician and chemist, proved that air was not a single element but instead consisted of several gasses.

· Joseph Priestley, an English minister, published the results of his experiments isolating and identifying oxygen. 

· Antoine Lavoisier, demonstrated that water consisted of hydrogen and oxygen and believed that water and other substances consisted of basic chemical elements. He identified twenty-three of these elements. 

· Carolus Linnaeus, a Swedish botanist, developed a system for the classification of plants and animals by genus and species. 
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We've left off one important player - spanning both centuries…

Isaac Newton 
discovery of the law of gravity - and understanding of the laws of motion which will last until Einstein.

· tables could be constructed that accurately predicted natural phenomena centuries in advance. 

· Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy-greatest work of the 17th century (1680s)

· Brought together Galileo's discoveries about motion on Earth, Kepler's about motion in the heavens, Bacon's stress on generating laws by inductive arguing from experience,  and Descartes' stress on deducing new ideas from things known well. 

· He provided an explanation for heavenly motion that was tied to observed properties of motion on Earth. (Galileo + Kepler) 

A Better Synthesis than Aristotle 

· Newton accounted for motion throughout the Universe in the "Three Laws of Motion".

· He generalized laws from observations, but based laws on mathematics. Newton had read Descartes and in fact attacked him, but used his mathematical approach. (Bacon + Descartes).  In fact, in so doing, he invented calculus.
Newton's genius - to imagine motion outside the known world of impediments to motion. Inertia drives out angels and lets us get the view of the Universe as a machine.

· A changed world view - from science

· Science as the new dogma - natural laws that we can discover! 
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

(1642-1727) 

Newton was not, of course, "right". Einstein and Quantum Mechanics in the last century have shown that, but his model was infinitely better than anything before.

Newton's versatility was demonstrated in many areas


he invented a new form of calculus


discovered the composition of white light


constructed a reflecting telescope

· named to head the English mint, he devised a new coinage system.
The laws of motion:

· A body moves in a straight line unless impeded. (Inertia). 

· Every action has equal and opposite reaction. 

· Every body attracts every other with a force proportional to the distance between.
Relativity and Quantum physics has changed that view somewhat.
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The 18th century Enlightenment

The new ideas about the physical universe led, in turn, to the Enlightenment, the dominant intellectual movement of the 18th century. 

REASON

Reason could be used to reveal the natural laws that regulated human affairs. Once these were discovered, the institutions of society could be reformed to bring them more in accordance with the natural order.

· From the 17th century they inherited the rationalism of Descartes 

· the impulse of natural science alchemized into the Enlightenment. 

· Newton discovered a fundamental cosmic law which was susceptible to mathematical proof and applicable to everything. 

· It was not so much Descartes "reason" but rather Newton's laws --not abstraction and definition, but observation and experience.  

The Philosophes

The Enlightenment thinkers are known collectively as philosophes, the French word for philosophers.

“Encyclopedia”

Virtually all of the important French philosophes, were among the some 160 contributers to the Encyclopedia, edited by Denis Diderot 

· The Encyclopedia was both a compendium of knowledge and a means for spreading the philosophes' often radical ideas on government, economics, religion, philosophy, etc.  

· Displayed norms to which societies must conform - natural religion, natural morality, natural rights, and natural economies should prevail. 

· They also popularized the idea of progress.
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Contributors included Voltaire, Rousseau, and Montesquieu.   


	                                     KEY INFORMATION

Voltaire 
prolific and witty critic of the Old Regime, producing a host of essays, letters, stories, plays, and histories that helped popularize the ideas of the Enlightenment. 

· 1726-29 Visted England. 

· Voltaire was the most famous philosophe and he was not an aristocrat, rather a very rich bourgeois.  

· He was above all concerned with human action and attempts to improve human life. 

· He was one of the very best French writers; read him and you will see that he gets his ideas across in the most charming and witty way possible: for example in Candide, an attack on Leibniz's philosophy that all is well, is also extremely funny. 

· He promoted Free Speech, Civil Rights and Toleration. 
· He was extremely anticlerical.  Remove the infamy of Church bigotry and power from society.  

Note that Voltaire was not a liberal in many ways. He praised Louis XIV and thought Enlightened despotism was the best government, as a monarchy could keep down the Church and the aristocracy.

· Voltaire accepted the classical ideal of the brotherhood of man and the universal morality of man. He was a humanist--the greatest humanist of the Enlightenment.
· Historical truth could only come from the objective examination of the human record. The Enlightenment ideas made meaning out of this record. 
· Progress is the gradual assertion of reason. Thus Voltaire became the prophet of progress.


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

(1694-1778)
Francois-Marie Arouet (Voltaire)
Candide-  1759

One of Voltaire's most famous works, the satirical tale Candide, attacked superstition, religious persecution, war, and an uncritical optimism about the human condition.

The pervasive appeal of the enlightenment, as expressed by Voltaire, was:

· autonomy of reason 

· perfectibility and progress 

· confidence in the ability to discover causality 

· principles governing nature, man and society 

· assault on authority 
· cosmopolitan solidarity of enlightened intellectuals 
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Enlightened Despotism

Voltaire was a proponent of enlightened despotism and conducted a correspondence with Prussian and Russian rulers. 

· Enlightened despotism involved the idea that an absolute ruler would use his authority to promote reform.

· The outbreak of the French Revolution brought terror to all rulers, and many became adamant in their opposition to even moderate reforms.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau 1712-78

· Emile and On the Social Contract, two of his works were both written in 1762
· The basic thrust of his thought was a concern with virtue. Rousseau wanted to make people good. (In Emile, as a precursor to Romanticism) we see his desire to have parents love their children (maybe because he did not do this?)
· His view of property shows a horror of modern society, which he said began with the first person put a fence around his land and people were stupid enough to believe it.

“The general will as a law of nature”

In “Emile” he explains that we must be protected from the tyranny of men. All must obey the general will as a law of nature.

· only possible if society makes the laws which it obeys. 

· means a radical political and social revolution is necessary. 
· The people are the source of legitimate sovereignty. 
· General Will  was the principle behind the validity of the Social Contract - it is NOT the same as the wishes of majority

· It is what is in their best interests. People should be "forced to be free": the aim was to create a more virtuous human being. 


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Frederick the Great, Catherine the Great, Joseph II - we’ll talk about later

The enlightened- like the elite of Plato's Republic. Reform to improve the plight of the common man!

He seems to have been paranoid, and later in life he treated his five children very badly: he put them in an orphanage.   In 1741, he moved to Paris and became friendly with the philosophes. 

He was not read that much at first. He  becomes influential on the Jacobins and Robespierre. He is very important in later political theorizing.
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The "Noble Savage" instead of "progress"

Rousseau, unlike most philosophes who believed in an idea of “progress”, believed that people living in a state of nature had once been virtuous, free, equal, and happy and were corrupted by civilization. 

· Rousseau did not actually favor democracy, but his view of the general will helped promote the development of the democratic ideology.

· It also helped to foster the spirit of revolt. Except for Rousseau, none of the “enlightened” pushed for a radical transformation of society - all like Voltaire, defended enlightened absolutism.

On the Social Contact
For Rousseau the Social Contract was the basic law of society. Liberty is obedience to the law you have accepted, and equality means all are equally dependent on society and not on any other individual. 

· Rousseau wants liberty and equality in society but denies these are natural. 
· He wants civil liberty and equality, that is he wants them granted by the state. 
· The rights you have are the ones you have in the community, and you give up all your natural liberty and equality when you join it
· The social contract was not between government and people, but between people themselves 
The state and the theory of revolt

· Locke- people had come together in a social contract. By mutual consent, they had created a government to protect their natural rights to life, liberty, and property. 

· Rousseau wrote The Social Contract - same idea


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

He became well know with his Essay on the Progress of the Arts and Sciences in which he argued against progress as it removed men from their natural state. 

The “right to rebel” which we will talk much more about next time when we continue the Enlightenment!
Therefore the best society was probably a participatory democracy, like ancient Athens, Geneva, or New England towns.




	                                 KEY INFORMATION

The Political Enlightenment (continued)

When government fails to protect the people's natural rights and instead, interferes with them by attempting to rule absolutely, the people have a right to rebel.

The development of an idea:

· Locke was writing in the 1670s

· Rousseau was writing in the 1760s and 70s

· Jefferson wrote the declaration of Independence in 1776

· The Constitution of the Unites States (with the "Bill of Rights" ) was adopted in 1789

· The French revolution began in the summer of 1789

· The "Declaration of the Rights of Man" was one of the first enactments of that revolution
Lets look back to how this all started:

Thomas Hobbes 1588-1662 

Leviathan 1651, is his masterpiece. It was based on the New Science and observation. He thought his new subject of study was on a par with the work of his friends William Harvey and Galileo. All he had to do was find the right method. 

· He was, in the tradition of the Scientific Revolution, concerned with the natural state of affairs. 


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Machiavelli 1469- 1527, was an obvious influence. He was also influenced by Thucydides
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 Hobbes’ political science was based on reason not moralistic prescription - this was to be future of this science. 

· His theoretical basis was absolute materialism. Hobbes thought that matter was all that existed: men where just part of conflict in nature. 

· For Hobbes the whole Universe including politics is mechanical. Thus his ideas have a NATURAL LAW element. 

· Hobbes wants a tightly ordered commonwealth, not a Tyranny, ruled by law and order. His work shows in detail what powers he thinks a state must have in order to do its job. 

John Locke 1632-1704

Locke is part of the central tradition of western liberal thought and even Republicans are liberals in these terms.  . 

· Political Works
Two Treatises on Government 1690
This was more or less written before the Glorious Revolution of 1688, but is often seen as justifying it. 
Letter on Toleration 1689
Locke is less original than Hobbes but more influential. He opposed Hobbes but was also influenced by Science, Newton, plus medieval ideas opposing absolute power and supporting Natural Law.  


	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
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· Philosophical Basis of Locke's Views
shows his view of man: Man is rational, born equal. 

· What motivates people is pleasure and avoidance of pain  Government should try to mold behavior with pleasure and pain: it should manipulate the environment, and use education to make better people. 

Theory of Government
Man's NATURAL state was of harmony with each other and equality. But without a government there are "inconveniences": no law or judges.

· People make a contract with government to protect their rights. THIS WAS A RATIONAL NOT A THEOLOGICAL reason for government. 

· The people have a natural (= Divine) right to oppose governments that do not keep the contract: an argument used by American colonists. 

Natural Rights and Civil Rights
Because Man is born equal he has rights: government exists to protect these rights. Locke's theory was that there were NATURAL RIGHTS - to "life, liberty and property".  

· As well as natural rights, Locke also stressed equality. By this he meant that all should be equal before the law.  

In this we certainly see the development of Voltaire and Rousseau we discussed last week – as well as other Philosophes – there is one more of these we need to talk about!
	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

He did not oppose slavery, a slave is not fully able to realize his/her humanity, he must have thought that black slaves did not require it in the same way as bourgeois Englishmen.    Good or bad, his aim was to promote the interests of the middle class, and black slavery was at that time profitable to the English middle class.
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Montesquieu 

The Spirit of the Laws 1748 

The Spirit of the Laws was written after 14 years study of laws and thinkers, including Locke

(1) It classified governments not on basis of location of power but on the animating principle: 

Republics - virtue, Monarchies - honor, Despotism - fear. 

No one system was suitable everywhere. Montequieu was less hooked on systems than other writers: he thought that allowance should be made for the traditions, economy and religion of a country. 

· He thought that despotism was suited to hot climates where it was necessary to force lazy people to work!

(2)More influential was his theory of separation of powers: executive, judicial, and legislative. 

· This was based on a certain perception of English government, with its King, House of Lords, and House of Commons.  

· He was in many ways a political conservative arguing in fervor of aristocracy: although he recognized that the aristocracy of his day was corrupt, he thought this was due to the corruption of absolutism. 

	SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Charles-Louis de Secondat, Baron de Montesquieu (1689-1755). 

· an aristocrat in south-west France and a president of the Parlement of Bordeux, a position he inherited from his father; so basically he was an aristocrat who rejected Absolutism and looking back to old aristocratic liberties. 

· Persian Letters 1721 - A way of dealing with censorship: censorship was less and less pervasive in France after 1750, but still tended to make French writer address things in an abstract manner.

Separation of powers- He wanted to use this principle in the politics of France: he would give power to parlements, towns, aristocracy to counter the monarchy. 
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