The following is divided as follows:  all is “KEY INFORMATION” unless it is in italics – then it’s SUPPLEMENTAL

FEUDALISM from 800 AD onward

The system, rooted in the decay of Roman institutions, spread from France to Spain, to Italy, and later to Germany and Eastern Europe and William (the Conqueror) brought the Frankish form of feudalism to England in 1066 AD. 

· Political power was divided among many feudal lords.

· Allowed for the mustering a defensive army 

· Provided a semblance of public order 

· Vassal, fief, homage, and fealty were the key elements of feudalism.

· Forms changed over time and in different places

· The center of an agricultural system with the manor as its unit. 

· Land was held from the lord of the manor,  in return for services, dues, and an oath of fealty. 

· The king owned all land- under him came a hierarchy of nobles, the highest holding land directly from the king. 

· Landholding was by fief and was ceremonially acquired by “investiture”.

Investiture and the "fief or benefice"

· a lord invested a vassal with a fief (symbol was a stone) - not hereditary until the break​down of Carolingian authority.

· In clerical investiture, the symbols were the pastoral ring and staff. 


· Bishops and abbots were both spiritual and temporal lords, so kings and popes disputed the right of investiture .

The vassal

· gradations of vassalage were based on landholding and military service, 

· from the single serf to private armies of hundreds. 

· Serfs were part of the permanent labor force of the estate - but were not “slaves” - were not bought and sold.  

· Slavery existed  - but was not common.  Most slaves were household servants. 

· the knight was the typical warrior, with the squire below him and counts, dukes, and other nobles above him. 

· Knights - warriors without political power - not nobility (originally)

· Counts - hold political power = aristocracy

· Counts became hereditary - regional power became more important, particularly with the weakness of central authority

Obligations of the vassal and the lord

Manorialism

· the economic and social companion to feudalism, 

· focused on the relationship between peasants and their lord’s estate.

· Service and obligations of the peasant classes = manorialism

· peasants needed protection - so they surrendered themselves to their lords - with all their estates.  

· few free farmers remained - by 800 AD 60% were “serfs”

Obligations of serfdom

· Serfs were tied to the land by payments and services:

· % of annual harvest

· fee to marry outside of the lord’s estate

· fine to inherit property

· could not leave the land without the lord’s permission

· subject to the lord’s justice

The development of feudalism

· With the threat of the Vikings - the feudal system  was enhanced 

· Feudalism waned as powerful monarchies broke down local systems, 

· but it lingered in France until the French Revolution, 

· in Germany and Japan until the 19th cent., 

· in Russia until 1917 (although serfdom was abolished officially in 1861). 

· Feudalism became a way of life in the High Middle Ages. 

All viewed a world of  well-defined social classes, each with its role to play in the feudal scheme of things.

Women and children

· Women were subordinate to men in the feudal world order.

· But lady of the manor - paid the knights, fiscal responsibilities - maintained the “household” = power
· Peasant women shared the agricultural duties with their husbands.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Exposure of infants became less common in the High Middle Ages, but many parents did sell or otherwise hand their children over to others because they could not feed them.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Some unwanted children were donated to monasteries as oblates.

Adalberon of Laon's view was similar to other writers of the eleventh century. 

Feudalism organized society into three social classes.

1. "Those who fight" were the class of warriors (knights, etc.).

2. "Those who pray" were the monks, nuns, and priests.

3. "Those who work" were the agricultural laborers (the many conditions of 
servitude).

The nobility, those who fight, exercised strong control over all aspects of medieval culture

· The nobility was an elite class.

· Its function was to fight to protect the other two orders of society.

Religion regulated daily life

· Those who pray constituted the religious community.

· The clergy and monastic community oversaw the spiritual existence of European Christianity

· Priests administered the seven sacraments to the Christian community.   seq NL_a \r 0 \h The Church began to emphasize these in the High Middle Ages.

· Literate priests were also scholars and teachers.

Those who work formed the largest group within feudal society.

· Life on the manor was dull but secure.

· Peasant diet included vegetables, fruits, beer, cheese, and occasionally meat or fish.

· Peasant religion was an important force in holding society together.

Those Who Fight
 SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Political Position and Social Status SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h In some areas, such as Germany and the Île de France, the nobility was a closed caste. In others, commoners could be ennobled.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h A noble's freedom was limited only by his military obligations to his overlord. 

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Not all knights were noble(the term knight had different meanings in different parts of Europe.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Noble views of the peasants were complex: contempt predominated, but there were also strains of respect (the peasants produced food; the peasants were close to God; the peasants were “shrewd” and “cunning”).

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h 
Family life
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Noble boys were placed in the household of a relative or friend at about age seven, to work and receive training in the military life. Training ended at age twenty-one with the ceremony of knighting.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Young knights often traveled in bands, seeking opportunities for combat and adventure. They were a major problem for medieval society.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h They generally did not marry until they inherited property from their fathers(often at age forty or older.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Aristocratic girls were often married to much older men at the age of sixteen or so.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Power and Responsibility SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Nobles demonstrated their power and status by conspicuous display of their retinue and their goods
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Nobles had to provide military service to their lord for forty days a year to serve on guard duty at his court, to attend major ceremonies there, and so on.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Male nobles had to travel constantly and many died in battle. The result was that their wives managed their estates and held a great deal of power.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Lateness of inheritance denied nobles constructive outlets for their energy and exacerbated the problem of noble thuggery.

 seq NLA \r 0 \h Those Who Work SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Rural Society

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h The largest and most economically productive group in medieval society were the peasants.

· The prosperity of  seq NL_a \r 0 \h European peasants was varied (climactic and soil conditions created different situations
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Agricultural Methods on the Manor SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Peasants practiced crop rotation in the “three-field system.”

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h They used animal manure as fertilizer.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h From the early 1100s the use of iron tools increased; first plowshares, and later pitchforks, axes, and harrows.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Horses came into wide use to pull ploughs (replacing oxen) and carts.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Yields of grain approximately doubled from the ninth to early thirteenth centuries.
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Peasants hated their ancient service obligations to the lord.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h 
Life on the Manor SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Most peasants rarely or never traveled beyond their village.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Nuclear families predominated in Europe.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Women worked in the fields with the men and brewed ale.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Peasants supplemented their diet of vegetables and bread with fish where possible, and with wild game, often poached from land reserved for noble hunting.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Most marriages were between partners from the same village, and arranged by parents.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Men in their midtwenties generally married women in their midteens.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Divorce did not exist, unless there was a private marriage (without a public religious ceremony).
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Entertainments were often violent(executions, bullfighting and bear-baiting, tournaments, wrestling matches

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Consumption of alcohol was high (remember the women worked in the fields – what did the men do?)
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Popular Religion. SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h The village church was the center of community life.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Priests were appointed by the lord and were poor and often uneducated. They would work in the fields with the peasants.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Cults of saints became important in the West during the High Middle Ages.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Art within the church helped people to remember Bible stories, but did not impart complex theology to them.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Both God and the Devil were very real for medieval people.
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Religious festivals corresponded to the agricultural calendar.
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h In the late Middle Ages the laity exercised increased influence over parish affairs, church property, and so on.

 seq NLA \r 0 \h 
Those Who Pray
Primarily this was focused on the Monasteries – praying for the people

 SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Recruitment SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Until the 13th century aristocrats dominated monasticism. 
· Many were donated to monasteries by their parents as small children. 
· Later, creation of new orders and economic expansion brought more middle-class persons into the orders.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h 
Prayer and Other Work SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Prayer and chanting were regular duties for monks.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Monks also managed the peasants and lay brothers who did most of the actual manual labor in the monastery.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Monasteries took advantage of many economic opportunities (breeding horses for examples, making wine)
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Monks also practiced medicine and served as legal advisers to nobles.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h The Cistercians reclaimed wastelands all over Europe. They also mined and smelted ore.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Some monasteries lent money, ran hospitals, served as inns
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Economic Difficulties SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h From the twelfth to fourteenth centuries many monasteries ran into financial trouble. 
· High living and financial mismanagement were the sources of this problem.

The Church - The Hierarchy

Pope 

· supreme judge, the final decision in any case before ecclesiastical courts, he could issue edicts or bulls.

· only the pope could invest bishops with their spiritual authority.

· the pope was assisted by a curia (court) which included various administrative assistants 

· also assisted by the cardinals comprised the Sacred Col​lege (College of Cardinals).

Archbishops

· the archbishop headed a province and acted as a court of appeal for diocesan courts.

Bishops

· each bishop headed a diocese.   
· he might be appointed by a lay ruler, but could receive spiritual authority only from the pope.

· maintained discipline among the clergy beneath him, 

· administered certain sacraments.

· administration of all church lands within his diocese 

Priests

· administered a small area called a parish

· instructed his flock, heard their confessions, and administered (most of the) sacraments.

· secular clergy - priests;  regular clergy (follow “rules”)- monks.

Monasteries played a significant role in feudal society.

· houses of worship 

· educational institutions. 

· marketplaces and cultural centers. 

· banking establishments and economic corporations.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Nuns SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Abbesses most often came from the highest noble families.
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h Some, such as Hildegard of Bingen, had opportunities to display leadership skills, scholarly acumen, literary achievement.

Monks and nuns provided many social and spiritual services.

· teachers and scholars.
· manual laborers - the Cistercian order made many agricultural developments.

Revival in the tenth and eleventh centuries 

· returned a measure of stability to western society.

· Vikings were Christianized and assimilated into French culture.

· Alfred's victory over the Danes slowly led to English unification

· Normandy become a strong territory, France recovered, etc.

· Changes in population, climate, and mechanization.

· population increase due to a decline in war and disease - conflicts small, sieges not grand scale wars (11-13th century)

· 
warmer climate made for improved agricultural production, better Diet, less disease and war >> greater population

· 
the water mill and windmill - used on a more widespread basis.
Religious revival

religious reformation also helped to revitalize Europe.

The problem

· Clerical abnormalities hurt the church's prestige in Europe.


Simony, the buying and selling of church offices, was widespread.

Pluralism, holding more than one church office at one time,  caused concern.
Clerical marriage marred the celibate image of the church

· Celebacy in the church before the 10th century was recognized as the norm for clerics

· In the 10th-11th centuries most clerics were NOT celebate

· With the Viking and other invasions, monasteries were abandoned - and were re-filled by people more interested in the wealth they could provide than spiritual/educational/etc.

· Spiritual and intellectual activity declined

· Leaders of the church became feudal vassals - some even providing military service!

Monastic orders aided in the general religious reformation.  

· The Cluniac Order symbolized clerical celibacy and the suppression of simony - high religious standards

· Spread until it became too wealthy - then degraded- cyclical!

· Hundreds of monasteries came under Cluniac protection.

· In Lorraine - the abbey of Gorze had a similar influence in Germany

· As they declined - others took their place

· In the 12th century - the Cistercians became models of piety and simplicity and founded 525 new monasteries 

· Their reform movement had a profound influence on European society.

· The wealth and worldliness of many of the monasteries caused William the Pious, the Duke of Aqui​taine, to found the Abbey of Cluny (910).

· Cluny was free of all feudal obligations - subordinate only to the pope.

· Abbots Berno (c.920) and Odo (c.930) instituted high standards of religious behavior

· The Abbey of Gorze conducted massive reforms and became a center of literary culture.

· The founder of the Cistertian order was Bernard (1125)

Clerical reformers tried to reform the church.

· From the debts of depravity - the papacy attempted to reform itself and strengthen the spiritual power of the pope.

· Papal reform succeeded, but in the 13th and 14th centuries the papal bureaucracy became corrupt

The Papacy

· During the tenth century the prestige of the Papacy sank to a very low point.

· The moral level of Popes like John XII (955)  was a key factor.

· Popes were appointed to advance the political ambitions of powerful Italian families.  

· John was the worst - made pope in his 20s, he was immoral and more interested in securing wealth and territory.

Urban II (c.1090)

· Consolidated the reform movement - had been a monk at Cluny.

· Urban II brought the crusades into the reforming program of the church the 1st crusade

· Laid the foundation for the papal curia to administer the church and be its court of law.

Gregory VII (c.1080)

· The eleventh century Cluniac movement injected new life into the Papacy. 

· The great Gregory VII typified the revived papal power.

· Political as well as spiritual reform for the papacy - “freedom of the church”

· Clerics invested by lay rulers would be deposed, and the rulers excommunicated

Investiture Controversy
The investiture controversy was a struggle for the mastery of medieval Europe.

· Gregory VII has come to symbolize the church's role in the controversy.

He wanted the church to be free from lay control.
He believed that the pope could hold kings accountable for their actions.

· Emperor Henry IV represented the lay community in the investiture struggle.

He protested Gregory's position on lay investiture.

· Spiritual warfare brought the papacy greater prestige.


Gregory excommunicated Henry IV.


Henry IV finally invaded Rome in 1080.


In 1107, and later, 1122, the lay investiture controversy was settled.

Disciplinary powers of the Church
· Salvation was possible only if you re​ceived the sacraments, withholding them (excom​munication) was a severe punishment. 

· Complete ex​communication deprived the offender of all other church services.

· If a lay prince or king were to be punished, an interdict was often used to supplement personal ex​communication. 

· An interdict excommunicated all citizens to force the king's hand through the pressure of an aroused public.

Innocent III (c. 1200)

· The medieval Papacy reached the peak of its prestige and authority .

· The 3rd and 4th crusade

· forced Philip Augustus of France to take back his wife by excommunicating him 

· To select his choice for Archbishop of Canterbury, the pope placed an interdict on the Eng​land of John (1208). 

The Fourth Lateran Council (1215) was another high point of Innocent's pontificate: 

· the sacraments were proclaimed to be the only way to grace

· the concept of transubstantiation was made dogma

· Rules of episcopal election and monastic life were more closely defined

· trial by battle and ordeal was for​bidden

· provision for education in each cathedral was made.

Boniface VIII (c.1300) 

The Papacy was dealt a severe defeat by Philip the Fair of France.   His assertions of papal supremacy in the bulls Clericis laicos (1296) and Unam sanctam (1302) were ignored by the French. 

Babylonian Captivity (1305-1378) 

Beginning with the election of the French Clement V (1305), the home of the Papacy was moved from a lawless Rome to Avignon in France.  

Heresy

Heretical groups challenged traditional values of medieval Europe.

· Heresy was the repudiation of orthodox beliefs, the articles of doctrine that guided the faithful.  

· During the first four centuries of its existence, the Christian Church had been challenged by many her​esies, and these continued to be a problem in the middle ages. 

· Several heretical groups appeared - some regard them as the forerunners of Luther and Calvin. (The Reformation)

· Heretical groups such as the Albigensians denounced wealth, the sacraments, and material things.

· Crusades were often launched against enemies of the church, such as the Albigensians.

· Two new religious orders were founded as a reaction to heretical cults.

Saint Francis of Assisi created an order based on preaching and absolute poverty.

Saint Dominic's attempt to win back the Albigensians led to the founding of the "Preaching Friars."

The Franciscans

· This order was founded by St. Francis of Assisi (d. 1226). And the Franciscans were called friars or brothers (fratres).

· The urban centers of Italy were the places of work for the Franciscans.

· Not only did the Franciscans preach poverty, devo​tion, and humbleness, but they gave aid to the dis​eased and poor.

The Dominicans

· This order was founded by St. Dominic (d. 1221), and a rule modeled on the Franciscan was devised in 1220.

· This order of the Preaching Friars was, like the Franciscans, a mendicant (begging) order at first. 

· Also like the Franciscans, the Dominicans concentrated their work in the cities.

· So important was the scholarly work of this order (e.g.,  St. Thomas Aquinas), that educa​tion became their chief occupation.   

Albigensians (Cathari)

· The Cathari (purified) were concentrated in southern France, some members lived in Flanders and western Germany. 

· The movement reached its peak 1200, then crushed in a crusade (1208-1213) and obliterated in another (1223-1226)
· The Cathari rejected Christianity, but stressed the constant battle between good and evil. God repre​sented the forces of good, while Satan personified all things evil.

Waldensians (“Poor Men of Lyons”)

· Peter Waldo (d. 1217) urged that the poverty of the apostles be used as means of reaching perfection. The wealth of many medieval churchmen was deplored.

· This movement, centered in Southern France,  soon attacked the sacramental system and the concept of good works.  It also believed that the work of a priest had no effect if he were sinful.

· Despite numerous persecutions, small groups held on - and one group still exists. 

Lollards (“Poor Priests”)

· This group of English heretics followed the teachings of John Wyclif (d. 1384).
· They rejected clerical wealth and pomp

· They stated that only clergymen who led a pure life could administer the sacraments.

· Wyclif denied the Catholic con​cept of transubstantiation, and claimed Scripture was the only true source of faith.

· Wyclif also questioned the Petrine basis of papal su​premacy. 

Hussites 

· The leader of this Bohemian movement was a Prague professor and preacher named John Huss.
· Huss preached the ideas of Wyclif, and was excommunicated in 1410.  

· He went beyond Wyclif by declaring that the Church was made up of those who were predestined for salvation, the elect; it was not merely the clergy.   

The Inquisition

This institution was used by the Church to insure obedience to its doctrines.

This system of ecclesiastical courts was founded by Gregory IX in 1233 when it became apparent that the bishops were too overburdened with work to find heretics.

· The Dominicans, specialists in theology, were most often inquisitorial officers.

· A person brought before the Inquisition was pre​sumed guilty until he proved himself innocent- tor​ture was used. 

· The accused did have the right to a trial, and then an appeal to Rome.

The Inquisition was most effective in southern France, northern Italy, and the Papal States.  It never existed in England.

The Crusades
· The Church's role in the Crusades reflected the church's influence in society.

· A crusade was a holy war against the Muslims to liberate the Holy Lands and allow pilgrimages.

· Although successes were few, the Crusades attested to the renewed vigor of medieval Europe.

· There were eight crusades approved by the papacy between 1096 and 1270.

· Spanish reconquista - Spain and Sicily

The First Crusade (1095-1099)
Indulgence of Urban II -  remission of sins if you helped to regain Jerusalem in this Holy War

· Peter the Hermit and his hordes of unruly peasants - an undisciplined mob that made up this People's Crusade was slaughtered by the Turks.

· Forces by Europe's leaders - somewhat successful, but marked by disputes among the leaders.  

· The crusaders captured Antioch, then Jerusalem in 1099

· Crusader kingdoms were established in Palestine
-  the Kingdom of Jerusalem, the Principality of Antioch, and the counties of Edessa and Tripoli.  

· 1096 - “Crusade” against the Jews in Germany 
· The Turkish threat to Constantinople and the Turk occupation of Palestine caused Pope Urban II to suggest a crusade at the Council of Clermont (1095). 

· Later expeditions seized coastal cities like Tyre, but the key center of Damascus remained in Muslim hands.

The Second Crusade (1147-1149)

When the Muslims seized Edessa in 1144, the Cistercian monk, Bernard of Clairvaux, persuaded Con​rad III (German emperor) and Louis VII (King of France) to undertake a crusade. 

The Third Crusade (1189-1192)

· The Muslim menace to the crusader states became even more serious when the great Saladin united Syria and Egypt. 

· Saladin seized  Jerusalem and Acre 

· The pope persuaded Richard the Lionheart, Philip Augustus of France, and Frederick Barbarossa (German Emperor)  

· Richard's forces captured Acre and a strip of sea​coast, all that remained of the Kingdom of Jerusalem until its end in 1291.  

· Saladin kept hold of Jerusalem.

The Fourth Crusade (1202-1204)

· The Byzantines were a con​venient target to blame for their recent lack of success in the holy land.

· Pope Innocent III excommuni​cated the Crusade when its leaders agreed to seize a Christian city to pay for the use of Venetian ships.

· Egypt had been the original objective, but the Crusaders moved on the rich city of Constantinople and seized it

· The short-lived Latin Empire (1204-1261) resulted. 

The Fifth Crusade (1217-1221)

· Innocent III now urged another crusade against Egypt. Despite some initial success, the  expedition failed and the Crusade accomplished nothing.

· More important was the great Spanish victory over the Moors (1212) - The Reconquista

The Sixth Crusade (1228-1229)

· Despite difficulties with the pope, Emperor Frederick II won a measure of success in Palestine.  

· By treaty with Saladin's nephew he won Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Nazareth (they would soon be lost again).

The Seventh Crusade (1248-1254) and The Eighth Crusade (1270-1272)

· These Crusades were led against Egypt and Tunis by Louis IX of France (later St. Louis). 

· On the first, Louis was captured and the expedition failed

· The second accomplished nothing except the death of its leader.

The fall of the crusader states

· These weak principalities had been saved by Mongol pressure on the Muslim rulers of the Near East. 

· When the Mongol menace was reduced, these states started to fall - with the last one in 1291.

Results of the Crusades

· demonstrated the religious vitality of the era.

· opened central Asia and China to the West, and a demand for Asiatic products ensued.  

· stimulated the return to a money econ​omy.

· Learned much in the east on construction of castles, armor, weapons 

The Mongols - Gengis Khan (d 1227)

· Controlled China, Persia (from the Muslims) and South Russia by 1225.

· Over-ran Eastern Europe and setup the Tartar state of the Golden Horde on the lower Volga river in 1242.

· Marco Polo’s expedition to Mongol controlled China after the last of the Crusades demonstrated how peaceful the Mongol territories had become.

· When Muslim attention could shift from Mongols, they directed it toward the Crusader states at the end of the 13th century.

FRANCE

The Carolingians gave way to a family of kings named “Capetians” – we will only look at a few:

· Most of these early kings controlled little more than the city of Paris itself!

· Indecisive wars with the English kings continued – seemed never-ending

Capetian France (987-1328) - Hugh Capet (c.990)

· As King of France (Duke of the Franks) he ruled only the area around Paris, the Ile de France.

· Had little control over the nobility. The king's vassals in Paris were able to defy him. 

· Only church support and the feudal need of a suzerain saved the Capetians

Philip I (1060) - ruled nearly 50 years

· The fortunes of the Capetian monarchy rose from their lowest point during this reign. 

· Philip I was the first Capetian to enlarge the royal demesne.

· He was able to avoid an investiture controversy by a compromise (1107): he kept control of church elections, but gave up the right to invest ecclesiastical officials.

Louis VI (1108) - ruled 29 years

· Louis the Fat, with the support of the Church, methodically broke the power of his troublesome vassals in the Ile de France 

· The increased power of the Capetian monarchy was soon understood by the great dukes and many regard him as the architect of French monarchical power. 

· Louis was hampered by indecisive wars with Henry I, King of England and Duke of Normandy.

Philip Augustus (1180)- ruled over 30 years

· His primary objective – to regain French lands from English kings and other powerful nobles within France

· With Henry II and Richard on the throne of England, Philip could do little to whittle down their French holdings. 

· Philip's opportunity to enlarge the Capetian hold​ings came during the reign of John of England (1199-1216). 

     When John married the fiancee of one of his vassals and refused to appear before Philip Augustus' court to explain (Philip 

     was John's suzerain), Philip seized Normandy and other English holdings in France.

· In battle (1214), he fought an anti-Capetian coalition led by John- France was now firmly established as a European power.

· Philip Augustus was also responsible for beginning the Louvre, Notre Dame, and the Uni​versity of Paris (1200)

The kings to follow in the century after Philip Augustus both extended and lost power

Around 1300 – one called the Estates-General for finances – now including urban commoners from new cities!

Louis IX (1226) - reigned over 40 years

· Completed the conquests so that the English held only Aquitaine and Gascony.

· More and more the royal court leaned on Roman law rather than feudal practice.

· The nonfeudal Parlement of Paris emerged as a court of appeal.

· Louis IX was the first French monarch to publish laws for the entire country.

Philip the Fair (1285) - reigned for 29 years

· The reign of Philip IV saw the power of the mon​archy approach absolutism.

· War with England occurred (1290s) when Philip seized Gascony. 

· Pope Boniface VIII brought the war to an end by a negotiated truce.

· This Same Pope Boniface was attempting to assert papal supremacy over lay rulers. 

· As the monarch of a new national state, Philip re​fused to accept papal supremacy.

· To fill his treasury he set charges against the Knights Templars (1307-1312), abolished their order, and seized their wealth. 

· The need for taxation also forced Philip to call the Estates-General in 1302,  including commoners from urban centers. 

Valois France (1328-1461)

The house of Valois was really a continuation of the Capetian line.

· Its great achievement in the next 125 years was to eject the English and make France a great power (The Hundred Years War (1337-1453) 

Anglo-Saxon England

Danes controlled much of England in the 10th century

After Invasions in 1013, Canute (1016-1035) ruled an empire which included his holdings in Scandanavia

Policy of assimilation and reconciliation (Anglo Saxon and Viking)

Edward the Confessor (1042-1066)

· Anglo Saxon and Norman (Viking) ancestry.  

· His death - with Harold and William claiming the throne leads to the Norman conquest.

Norman England (1066-1154) -   William the Conqueror (1066)- ruled over 20 years

· Battle of Hastings:  After his key victory over Harold's Saxon army at Hastings in 1066, William was proclaimed king.

· Political feudalism was introduced: William kept about one-sixth of the land, and gave the rest to Nor​mans on feudal terms.

· To insure loyalty to himself, William obtained an unusual direct oath from all vassals 

· The royal power was made supreme after several revolts were crushed.

· The Anglo-Saxon sheriff stayed a royal official, a link between Norman central government and Saxon local government. 

· William continued to collect the Danegeld, and thus was the only monarch in Europe to impose a nonfeudal tax.

· In 1086 a survey of the size and value of all land holdings was made- the Domesday Book, used as a basis for taxation.

· The king's chancellor advised the monarch on church matters and helped prepare royal documents. The chancellor and his staff eventually formed the chan​cery, the secretariat of the English government.

· A complete overhaul of the English Church on the Cluniac pattern was initiated.

· The Conqueror introduced some changes in govern​ment. Most important was the Great Council (Curia Regis) which was made up of the important barons.  

· The Church was permitted to keep its large holdings because Pope Alexander II had supported the Norman Conquest. 

Henry I (1100) - ruled for 35 years

· After the tyrannical rule of William Rufus, this outstanding monarch ascended the throne.

· Henry worked out the English investiture compromise with the Pope at about the same time as the French (1107). 

· Through itinerant justices, Henry kept a close check on local courts, and he made greater use of the royal courts.

· War with the French early in his reign secured Normandy for England.

· After the death of Henry I in 1135, a 19-year period of anarchy ensued (Stephen and Matilda – civil war)

Plantagenet England (1154-1399)

Henry II (1154) - ruled 35 years

· the first Plantagenet (An​gevin) king - In administration and law, he was one of England’s greatest kings 

· married to Eleanore of Aquitaine (through which he acquired many territories in France).

· He crushed the unruly barons and restored order to his far-flung domains.  

· his kingdom included England, western France from Normandy to Aquitaine, and overlord-ship of Ireland and Scotland.

· Improved regulation of law under royal courts -a jury of freemen to bring indictments against known criminals.

· The English people soon came to regard the assize juries as protectors of the weak- so the royal courts gained favor.

· The use of precedent by the itinerant justices and the uniform application of the law led to the development of common law. 

· Henry II had less success in curbing the power of the church courts – “Benefit of clergy”

· After the unintended murder of Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Henry was forced to allow ecclesiastical courts to try clerics suspected of crimes.

· To reduce the jurisdiction of the baronial courts and enhance the power of the royal,  many pleas were given to the latter. 

· The Assize of Clarendon (1166)- murder, larceny, robbery, and harboring criminals under the jurisdiction of royal courts.
· Cases were recorded in Year Books, and Glanvill published his Treatise, the first important work on common law.

Period of Weak Monarchy - Richard I through Henry III

175 year period in which the power of the barons threatened to fragment England much as Germany was decentralized. 

Richard the Lion-Heart (1189) - ruled for 10 years

· Spent less than ten months in England, but the govern​ment functioned well because of the fine administration of his father.

John (1199) - ruled for 17 years

Hated by his people - soon ran into all kinds of trouble.

· Came to grips with Pope Innocent III regarding the choice of a new Archbishop of Canterbury the “interdict” 

When John refused to accept Stephen Langdon, the pope brought him to terms by placing an interdict against England (1208).

· John infuriated English barons by ex​tremely high taxes (1/2 of their goods) and measures of cruelty against their families.

· John's crushing defeat in France (1214) by Philip Augustus was the signal for the English baronage under Langton.

· At Runnymede in 1215 the English barons forced John to sign a document safeguarding their rights. 

· The Magna Carta became important to the English people only in later centuries, but even for the moment it became clear that the king was not above the law.

Henry III (1216) - ruled 56 years

· Henry's incompetency, long reign, and dreamy hopes of foreign conquest all contributed to the beginnings of Parliament.

· Papal exactions and Henry's appointment of for​eigners from France to key positions made the papacy and king unpopular. 

The Magna Carta became part of the national law, almost a constitution.

The king’s council became known as parliament in the 13th century

The Great Council met 135 times during Henry's lifetime. They often forced him to accept officials of their choosing. By the 1240's these meetings of the Great Council got the name parliamentum.

1258-1265:  The Provisions of Oxford

· Baronial opposition practically eliminated the king from the affairs of state with the Provisions of Oxford. 

· A baron-dominated committee of 15 ran England and Civil war ensued to 1265.

· The victorious barons called the Great Parliament of 1265. Townsmen were represented for the first time.

· The baronial uprising was crushed, but the precedent of including commoners and knights in Parliament had been set.

Edward I (1272) - ruled 35 years

· The reign of the "English Justinian" saw the de​velopment of statute law and the continued growth of Parliament.

· Law now developed through legislation rather than from custom- with the king agreeing to call Parliament to levy taxes

· Edward asserted his control over Scotland , Wales and Ireland – he was the king of “Braveheart”

· William Wallace (Braveheart} was a representative of the Scottish struggle against England

· The English court system took shape: Common Pleas (cases between subjects), Exchequer (revenue cases), and King's Bench (pleas of the Crown). 

· Edward I called knights & towns​men to Parliament,  but the final de​cisions were still made by the king and the curia regis. 

· By the Confirmation of the Charters in 1297 Edward agreed not to levy taxes without consulting Parlia​ment. 

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Common Law and Roman Law
·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h In England common law depended on precedent, did not use torture, opened proceedings to the public, and allowed the accused access to the evidence against them.

·  seq NL_a \r 0 \h On the Continent Roman law traditions depended on fixed legal maxims of Justinian’s Code, used torture, and kept court proceedings and evidence secret.
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h New Legal Restrictions
·  seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries hostility towards Jews increased.
·  SEQ NL_i_ \r 0 \h 

 seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h In a growing cash economy, both peasants and nobles were increasingly in debt to Jewish lenders.
· he Crusades intensified xenophobia.

·  seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h Christian merchants and financiers resented Jewish competition.

·  seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h Accusations of ritual murder and sacrilege spread.

·  seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h Edward I in 1290 (Philip IV of France in 1306) made money by expelling the Jews from their kingdoms and seizing their property.

· The Spanish would do the same after the reconquista in the late 1400s.

Edward III (1327) - ruled 50 years

· His preoccupation with the Hundred Years' War gave Parliament a chance to grow. 


· Beginning with the Parliament of 1341 division began to take place: the barons (nucleus of the Great Council) met together and even​tually formed the House of Lords, while the towns​men and knights combined to form the House of Commons.

Germany and the Holy Roman Empire

Conrad (911-918) was unable to build up power of  the monarchy in the face of ducal opposition.  .

The Saxon dynasty (919-1024)

Otto the Great (936) - reigned 37 years

· Otto was able to assert royal authority over the dukes.

· Otto had himself crowned at Aachen, a step that foreshadowed the revival of concept of the Holy Roman Em​pire (in 962)

· He remained closely allied to the German clergy who supported him against the dukes and provided many of his officials.

· Otto's great victory over the Magyars at Lech river (955) ended the menace from the east.

· Otto engaged in three Italian campaigns. Before his death, northern and central Italy, Burgundy, present-day Belgium and Holland, plus Germany were included in the empire.

The reigns of Otto II (973-983) and Otto III (983-1002) 

Brought renewed trouble from the nobility and costly defeats in Italy.  Also defeats against the Arabs and Byzantines. 
The Salian house (1024-1125)

Henry III (1039)  - reigned 17 years

· With four of the six German duchies under his control, imperial authority reached its zenith.

· When Henry III named Leo IX Pope in 1049, he laid the foundation for the long struggle between the empire and Papacy. Leo IX was a supporter of the Cluniac movement, and as such opposed lay investiture of bishops.

· Pope Nicholas II (c 1060) ended imperial control over papal elec​tions, giving electoral authority to the College of Cardinals

The 11th century was a time of political stability, external invasions subsided which led to economic recovery and population growth 

Henry IV (1056) - ruled 50 years

· A Cluniac reformer became Pope Gregory VII.  Gregory VII immediately raised the issue of lay investure.

     In Dictatus Papae (1075) the Pope declared his authority to be higher than lay rulers.

· If Henry IV had yielded, he would have lost much of his power, with the support of many bishops, he defied the pope.

· In turn, the pope excommunicated Henry, an act which brought on a major revolt of the German magnates. Henry begged Gregory VII for forgiveness.

· Gregory VII excommunicated Henry a second time, but with different results. Henry marched into Italy and seized Rome   

Concordat of Worms (1122): 

Thirty five years later (after both Henry IV and Gregory VII- settlement was similar to that negotiated by Henry I in England and Philip I in France (both 15 years earlier - 1107). 

· Ecclesiastical elections in Germany were to take place before the emperor or his agent. The person elected was to be invested by the emperor, after which spiritual in​vestiture with the ring and staff was to follow by the pope.  

Effects of the investiture struggle

· Despite the victory of Henry IV, the long Period of civil war in Germany gave the nobility an opportunity to run their lands and add to their feudal dependents. 

· Serfdom became much more common and less important nobles attached themselves to the greater magnates. 

· Feudalism took hold, and the basis of future Ger​man political decentralization was laid.

The house of Hohenstaufen (1138-1268)

The nobility asserted its authority elect​ing the next emperor, Conrad of Hohenstaufen- but a stronger ruler was needed

Frederick Barbarossa (1152) - ruled for 38 years

· Frederick attempted to revive the ancient Roman Empire. 

· He regarded himself as the successor of Constantine and Charlemagne.

· Frederick actually ruled only his native domain of Swabia, but he added Burgundy by marriage.

· While on the Third Crusade in Asia Minor, Frederick drowned.

Frederick II (1212) - ruled 38 years

· This brilliant monarch was more interested in affairs of Sicily than Germany.

· He thus lost one of the last opportunities to create a strong German monarchy.

· By 1231 he had organized a powerful kingdom in Sicily and Italy. 

· Unlike the situation in Germany, particularism was crushed

The Great Interregnum (1254-1273)

No emperor sat on the throne.   

· The powerful Germanic nobles did not want an overlord. They benefited from grants made by rival candidates for the throne, and consolidated their position.

· This period marked the end of all medieval attempts to unify Germany. 

The Hapsburg ascendancy

Rudolf of Hapsburg (1273)- 18 years

· Rudolf cared little for the imperial concepts and Roman tradition that concerned his predecessors.

· He wanted to increase his family holdings and en​hance Hapsburg prestige.

· Rudolph had no interest in building a united Ger​many. In 1278, the Hapsburgs won control over Austria.

It was from Austria that the Hapsburg descendants ruled until the end of World War I.

Spain, Norman Italy, and Eastern Europe

· Noted for migrations of Christians replacing Muslims in Spain and Germans Christianizing Slavs (Poland, etc.)

· Christianization of Scandanavia was completed.  Eastern Europe also, with only Lithuania holding out pagan. 

· Russia - tied to the East because of the Orthodox church and struggle with the Mongols – doesn’t “look” west for centuries

· After the Normans conquered England - others took over Byzantine holdings in Southern Italy and conquered Sicily  (considered a prelude to the crusades)

1035 - Establishment of Christian kingdoms in Northern Spain - Aragon, Castile, Leon...

· Northern Christian kingdoms expand after 10th century – especially Castile and Aragon

· Spanish reconquest complete via “crusades”.

· Moors would be limited to southern Spain – Grenada - by 1250 

Links Intended to be used in this class:

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h Medieval Crusades (www.medievalcrusades.com)

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h Medieval English Towns (www.trytel.com/~tristan/towns/towns.html)

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h Monarchs and Monasteries: Knowledge and Power in Medieval France (www.loc.gov/exhibits/bnf/bnf0003.html) 
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