Western Civilization I – Planned Agenda

(plans may change, additional videos may be used)

Class 1: The Cradle of Civilization

1. Early Man 
2. Mesopotamia 
3. Egypt 
4. Hebrews, Assyrians, and Persians

Planned activities
· jigsaw exercise(group activity) – the empires
· video on Egypt (30 minute) in middle of class
· intro to use of D2L as a web enhancement of the course

Class 2: Greece
5. Early Greece and Greek Foundations 
6. Classical Greek History 
7. Greek Culture 
8. Alexander and the Hellenistic World 

· jigsaw exercise(group activity) – the Polis

· Sparta/Athens Role Play

· video on Greece in middle of class

· Intro to historical methods

Class 3: Rome

9.          Roman Foundations 
10. Rome and its Republic 

11. Imperial Growth and Decline
12. The “fall” of Rome

· jigsaw exercise(group activity) - empire

· jigsaw exercise(group activity) – Rome and America

· Video on Rome in middle of class

Class 4: The Early Middle Ages

13. The Growth of Christianity 

14. Successors of the Roman Empire – the “Barbarian”        

Byzantine East, and the forces of Islam 

15. Carolingian Renaissance and crises

16. Anglo Saxon England 
· jigsaw exercise(group activity) – “great man theory”

· review for mid-term exam

· video on Byzantine Empire near middle of class

Class 5: The High Middle Ages

17. Feudalism and the Church 
18. The Crusades 
19. Dynastic European Monarchies of the Middle Ages 
-    Mid Term Exam

-   video – Feudalism and the “Peasant’s Revolt” in mid class 
Class 6: Turmoil and Renaissance- 1350 to 1500

20. Culture, Economy, Society
21. The Impact of the Black Death
22. Political Change and the Church 

23. Renaissance Society and Conflict
24. The Hundred Years War 
25. The Beginnings of Nationalism – 
England, France, Spain, Germany, and Italy 

26. Renaissance Culture 

-   quiz at end of class – or early in class 7
· Process of History Exercise

· Video – Joan of Arc in middle of class
Class 7: Modern Change and Reformation
27. Expansion of Europe
28. European conflicts; Henry VIII 

29. The Reformation, Protestant England, and the

Catholic Counter-Reformation 

30. Spain’s Golden Century

31. The Elizabethan Age

32. The French Religious Wars
33. Elizabethan and Later Renaissance culture
34. The Scientific Revolution 

· Diet of Worms Role Play

· Video on Elizabeth in middle of class

· review for final exam

Class 8: the 17th century (a quick overview)
Note: discussed prior to the final exam in class 8 – but this material is NOT on the final.

35. France’s Golden century
36. The 30 Years War
37. Stuart England 

· jigsaw exercise(group activity)–War from “100 to 30” Yrs

(The above is to be from 5:00 to 6:30 break included)

-   Final Exam 6:30 to 8:30

· Starting 8:30 PM - detailed historical methods for history majors given in last hour + of the course (optional).  This is a prelude to Hist 490/494.  Any class member may attend.
