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Columbia College

of Missouri

200 Old Skokie Rd

Park city, IL 60085 

847-336-6333


	Course Prefix & Number:
	HIST 359
	 

	Course Title:
	Rise and Fall of the British Empire
	 

	Semester Credit Hours:
	3
	

	Class Day and Time:
	Thursday 5:00-10:00PM  
	 

	Instructor:
	Robert Zarrillo
	

	Office Phone:
	847-259-9600x4008
	 

	Home Phone:
	847-426-0156
	  

	FAX:
	847-628-1303
	  

	Email:
	Columbia@raz7.com
	 


	Catalog Description: 
This course will provide an overview of the rise and fall of the British Empire from the 1600s to the present.  Students will explore the evolution of the British Empire from one driven by mercantilism to one that embraced an era of Free Trade.  Students will examine the establishment of a “New Imperialism’ ideology and trace the ideologies which impact the post colonial world.  Analyzing the development of the British Empire from the 1600s through the development of post colonial societies will expose the content and complexities of those themes which impacted and shaped the British Empire.   The course will explore the importance of politics, economics, and public opinion to the British Empire as well as exploring the various geographical locations and the resulting changing imperial ideology and policy.  The role of race, class, and gender will permeate all areas of study. 



	Prerequisite: 
	A Previous 100-200 level history course.

	Textbooks:
	The Rise and Fall of the British Empire: by Lawrence James; St Martin’s Griffin, 1994.  ISBN 031216985X
The British Empire by Jane Samson (ed.); Oxford University Press, 2001. ISBN: 0192892932
Short primary source documents will also be assigned – with readings to be found on the Internet or handed out in class.  For example, we will look at the actual correspondence of Queen Victoria and her ministers, and at sample British newspapers from the 19th century.

	

	Course Objectives:   
You are about to begin an adventure into one of the most interesting and diverse topics of British History.  There are as many historians who have written about the British Empire as there are interpretations of what, why, how, and where the empire existed.  Through this course you will experience the empire from many perspectives. Analyzing secondary sources will allow you to understand what historians have discovered about the empire.  Additionally, reading documents from individuals who lived during this imperial context (primary sources) will enable you to make your own educated interpretations concerning the empire.  You will learn about political, economic, and social justifications and desires for the existence of the empire.  We will focus on the periodization of the empire, from the early stages of the empire and mercantilism to the later stages of the World Wars and the resulting “Fall” of the empire. Additionally we will investigate themes ranging from imperial identity to colonial nationalism, from formal to informal imperial policies, and from gender relations to racial factors of the empire.  While covering the “Rise and Fall of the British Empire” in 8 weeks is rather ambitious, the main goal for the class is that you will begin to understand the complexity and intertwined nature of the British Empire.  

The two key objectives are:

· To demonstrate understanding of the evolution of the British Empire from one driven by Mercantilism in the 1600s, to one that embraced an era of Free Trade, to the post colonial societies which characterized the legacy of the empire.

· To demonstrate understanding of the importance of politics, economics, and public opinion to the British Empire as well as exploring the various geographical locations and the resulting changing imperial ideology and policy while focusing on the role of race, class, and gender

Measurable outcomes - upon completion of this course, students should: 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of major themes and theoretical frameworks of the British Empire. 

2. Identify and characterize significant historical factors which contribute to patterns of change and continuity. 

3. Analyze primary documents within a historical framework. 

4. Evaluate the different phases and structures of the British Empire through the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

5. Explore the impact of imperialism and the struggles accompanying decolonization. 

6. Examine intellectual, social, political and economic philosophies of the British Empire. 

7. Write a historical research paper which utilizes primary texts, an original argument, historical analysis, and proper Chicago documentation.  




Weekly Activities & Assignments:   

Readings assigned are listed below.   Readings are to be completed BEFORE class, so the student should plan accordingly. The course web site will provide additional information at www.raz7.com/history.html (click on the line for this course (British Empire) which will be ready at least one week before class begins.   In this table “RFBE” stands for our text Rise and Fall of the British Empire and “BE” stands for our text British Empire.  Readings are heavy, usually 100 pages a week and up to 150 pages in some weeks.  It should be noted that the standard for a 300 level history course is 1000 pages for the course! Helpful internet links:  

Interesting website to browse, http://www.britishempire.co.uk
British Imperial Timeline, http://www.britishempire.co.uk/timeline/timeline.htm
Map of British Imperialism, http://www.britishempire.co.uk/maproom/maproom.htm
British Imperial War Museum www.iwm.org.uk
	PRIVATE

	 
	Topic and Project Assignments
	Reading Assignments

	Week1  

 
	
	Introduction/Overview; Historiography; Mercantilism and the British Empire before William III (1689); Colonizing of the Americas.

	 RFBE p3-48; BE p1-53
 Also (optional):
Greater Britain: A Useful Category of  Historical Analysis?  by David Armitage    Vol. 104, No. 2The American Historical Review >  (Apr., 1999), p 427-445.   access this article from the link below or through a search through Columbia College Library Resources—JSTOR if the link is broken.
 http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=00028762%28199904%29104%3A2%3C427%3AGBAUCO%3E2.0.CO%3B2-C


	Week 2. 
	
	Enlightenment ideals and Free Trade; The British Empire in the 18th century: Conflicts and the growth of British sea power -  the French and the Americans; Exploitation of the American colonies.
Activity involving 18th and 19th century newspapers


	 RFBE p51-121, 151-165; BE p54-92
 Also (required – not optional):
 Adam Smith, The Cost of Empire, 

 http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1776-1800/adamsmith/wealth02.htm   



	Week   

   3.
	
	Victorian realities of Race, Class and Gender and Ideals of Imperialism; Industrialization and the continued control of the seas; Public Opinion and motivation – the Great Migration.
Activity involving Victoria’s letters


	 RFBE p169-216; BE p107-161


	Week 4. 


	
	Focus on colonial development of India, China, and Australasia from the 18th century, but particularly during the Victorian period.  “The sun never set on the British Empire” because in some corner of the world it was always daylight over some British territory.
Activity: Quiz covering weeks 1-3 (short answer)
	 RFBE (India) p122-138, 217-234;

 RFBE (Australasia) p139-150;

 RFBE (China) p235-250;

 BE p93-106, 162-176
 Also (required – not optional):

Opium Trade, www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1842canton.html
Boxer Rebellion, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1900Fei-boxers.html
India:

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/india/1877empressvictoria.html


	Week  5.


	
	Focus on colonial development of Africa from the 18th century, but particularly during the Victorian period particularly in view of the “new imperialism” of the late 19th century.
Activity involving a theatrical movie

	 RFBE p251-318; BE p177-224 
 Also (required – not optional):
Imperial African Destiny:

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1899blunt.html


	Week 6. 


	
	Nationalism and decolonization in a post Victorian world; World War I and its aftermath; Public opinion and new ideals of empire.
Activity involving images of imperialism 

	 RFBE p319-466; BE p225-240
For the activity:
Political Cartoons see PUNCH Empire Illustrations, http://www.britishempire.co.uk/media/punch/punch.htm

	Week 7.
	
	The fall of the British Empire from WWII to the European Union; New “mandates” and imperial identity and their impact on the world.
Activity: “Empire for sale” role play – Churchill and FDR

	 RFBE p467-606; BE p241-255


	Week 8. 
	
	Vestiges of Empire – the Commonwealth and the last gestures of Imperialism:  The Faulkland war and Hong Kong; the legacy of the empire; the Final Exam; the Research paper is due this week.

	RFBE p607-629; BE p256-283
Also (required – not optional):

Dadabhai Naoroji, The Pros and Cons of British Rule http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1871britishrule.html


	Instructional Methods:
	(Lecture, Demonstration, Practical, Lab…etc)


Although a significant portion of this class will be lecture, this is also largely a reading and discussion course. The student is expected to do all readings before the class session to participate fully. All students will be required to review supplementary materials provided in class and make short presentations or lead discussions on the material.  Occasional quizzes may be offered as well for class activities such as role plays.  One class is planned to include a theatrical film related to our subject followed by discussion. Other requirements include one exam and a paper.  Regular attendance and note taking are required. When the student cannot attend, he must notify the instructor by e-mail or phone message as soon as possible. Credit for attendance is given.  Attend every class and you get full credit.  More than two classes missed (1/4 of the course) will often mean a failing grade;  four missed is an automatic failure where all activity and attendance credit will be set to “0” and no extra credit is possible!  Be sure to turn your cell phones off before entering class!  
EXAMINATIONS:

There will be one exam based on class lectures, activities and assigned readings.  Some materials will be allowed to be used during the exams (notes) – but not the primary text book.  The final exam is in the last week, and is expected to be primarily essay and long answer in type. Since there is only one exam, it is comprehensive and covers the entire course.
RESEARCH PAPER:

There is one paper required for this course. This paper is to be based on the student's research with a topic chosen by the student.   The paper should be at least ten pages of double spaced typed text (with margins no more than 1”, and font size 12) plus a title page and a bibliography page at either end (using the Chicago method for citations). The paper should be a critical evaluation of a particular subject with full credit given to the sources used.  The analysis is to be the student's own.  This paper MUST be typed!!!!   In class 8 we may have a question and answer session where we will discuss in class the research you completed allowing the class to ask questions (time permitting). 
EXTRA CREDIT:

Students may submit reports for Extra Credit to make up for missed classes and other lost credit.  All Extra Credit must be submitted by class 7!  These MUST be typed and are in ADDITION to the course requirements listed above.  Only ONE piece will be accepted and all extra credit MUST fit within one of the following types:

· Report: The student has two choices:

(1) Write a Movie Review: Watch a historical film covering some topic related to our course.  The intent of this exercise is to evaluate how history is presented by film makers – and the impression this makes on people. The student should note that there are only a limited number of films that relate to this subject and should confer with the instructor regarding choices. This film should NOT be an historical documentary.   The report should briefly summarize the plot of the film, and then evaluate the film in terms of historical accuracy (not the quality or style of the film). One or more written sources on the subject should be consulted in addition to the textbook.  The student should discuss his/her reaction to the subject.  A list of potential films may be provided upon request.
(2) Write a Book Report: Students may simply write a book report on an individual work (an original “primary” or secondary source) - reading at least 50 pages of the book, and writing a book report. The book should relate in some manner to course subject matter.  Some sample books are listed below:
Bernard Porter Lion’s Share
Robert Johnson British Imperialism

Linda Colley Britons

Ronald Hyman Empire and Sexuality

Mohandas Gandhi Hind Swaraj

George Orwell Burmese Days

Adam Smith The Wealth of Nations

Vladimir Lenin Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism

Thomas Pakenham The Boer War

Linda Colley Captives

David Cannadine Ornamentalism
A report of either type must be at least FOUR typed pages (double spaced).  Papers of lesser length will receive minimal extra credit.  The maximum value for a written movie review or book report (best case) is 30 points. The amount of credit will be based on the quality of the report.   The value of these activities depends on the quality (and "quantity") of the work.  Obviously, extra credit tasks that require more effort will be valued greater.  Only one written project may be submitted for extra credit, so the student is advised to choose wisely.   
	Method of evaluation:
	% of Grade  

	In Class Activities using primary sources – presentations, quiz, etc.
	20%        100  points

	Examination
	30%        150 points  

	Research Project – paper
	30%        150 points

	Attendance 
	20%        100 points (perfect attendance = 100 points, lose      

10-15 points for each class missed.  Credit will                                also be lost if the student “attended” but wasn’t “attentive”, or was disruptive in any way.)

	Total
	500 points


	Description of Methods of Evaluation:
	


The exam will be a combination of long answers and essays. The paper grade will be based on the quality of the written work, its use of appropriate sources and its originality.  Extra credit papers are due class #7, the project papers are due class #8.  Activities and presentations will be scheduled throughout the course, presentation style and technique will be grading factors in addition to content. They will be graded based on the ability of the student to understand and clearly enunciate the main points of the material and respond to questions asked.

Academic Honesty  
All Columbia College policies are in effect as described in the Academic Dishonesty/Misconduct section of the current college catalog. All your work must be your own unless collaboration is approved by the instructor. If collaboration is authorized you must acknowledge the collaboration in writing. Your grade will be based in large part on the originality of your ideas and your written presentation of these ideas. Presenting as one's own the words, ideas, or expression of another in any form is cheating through plagiarism. For additional information on what constitutes plagiarism, review the rules of original writing at the following web site: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ You will almost always be caught if you try to cheat due to the plagiarism prevention tools available to instructors. This course will utilize Turnitin.com.  Here are two sites that may be of interest: http://www.indiana.edu~istd and http://www.plagiarism.com. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and the claim of ignorance is no excuse. Those found plagiarizing will receive a zero on the assignment and their names are to be reported to the college.  A second offense will result in the student being dropped from the course with an “F”. If you have explored these websites and still do not have a clear understanding of what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to contact the professor.  

Again, collaboration with other students is not permitted without explicit permission from the instructor. This is a form of plagiarism. Roommates and spouses taking the same course should be particularly careful.  

Grading scale:
The following scale will be used to determine the student’s grade based on a total of 500 points for this course.  To achieve a letter grade, the percentage will be rounded up by the half point (89.5% is equivalent to 90% and therefore an “A”, 79.5 % is the same as 80%, and so on)

	Grading Scale:
	90-100%
	A   

	
	80-89%
	B

	
	70-79%
	C

	
	60-69%
	D

	
	Below 60%
	F


This course, as do all courses at Columbia College, follows the Columbia College Extended Studies Bulletin.  The instructor reserves the right to make changes as necessary to this syllabus and schedule.  
Appendix:     Grading guide/Rubric  

Activities - 100 points  - Credit is allocated per class as follows:

Primary topics for activities

     activity/quiz                discussion         Total

Class 1 – 






      5      

5
Class 2 – newspapers



10
  
      5

15
Class 3 – Victoria’s letters



10

      5

15
Class 4 –  Quiz (expected)



10

      5

15
Class 5 –  film




10

      5

15
Class 6 –  printed images and propaganda

10

      5

15
Class 7 – an empire for sale role play

10

      5 

15
Class 8 – 






      5

5  

Writing project- 150 points

	Scope of material presented = 30 points
	Rating

	Appropriate topic (see syllabus for available choices), good thesis and introduction
	

	Appropriate depth for a upper level course (good coverage of subject, topic sentences)
	

	Appropriate length (minimum 7 pages of text) and good conclusion
	

	Quality of material presented = 30 points
	

	Organization
	

	Coherency
	

	Flow – proper transitions from paragraph to paragraph
	

	Understood material = 30 points
	

	Subject well covered given available time and space, made interesting
	

	Historical Accuracy
     
	

	Logical deductions, convincing proofs
	

	Written Materials completed per method = 30 points
	

	Font size 12 (note: this text is written in font size “12”) reasonable margins
	

	Used references as required – well researched appropriate for course level and topic
	

	Cited references using footnotes and bibliography (Chicago method) – as needed, no more/less
	

	Standard Conventions of English = 30 points
	

	Spelling and Grammar
	

	Punctuation
	

	Professional/clean look (proper typing, no hand additions, etc.)
	

	                
	

	Ratings: 1 = strongly disagree    2 = disagree    3 = somewhat   4 = agree    5 = strongly agree
	 


Presentations  (when part of the activities grade)  

	Preparation  = 1/5 of credit
	Rating

	Appropriate content
	

	Quality of Materials appropriate, good intro, stays on subject
	

	Handouts/slides/etc. of good quality – if none, this item is full credit as long as they were not needed
	

	Quality of material presented = 1/5 of credit
	

	Organization, notes used only to guide
	

	Coherency, could be clearly understood
	

	Flow – proper transitions from topic to topic
	

	Understood material = 1/5 of credit
	

	Subject well covered given available time and space, made interesting
	

	Accurate in material and response to questions
     
	

	Logical deductions, convincing proofs in material and response to questions
	

	Process = 1/5 of credit
	

	 Timing adhered to restrictions
	

	 Professional presentation, not “read” 
	

	 Good eye contact, posture, body language
	

	Delivery = 1/5 of credit
	

	 Captured and held attention, creative
	

	 Spoke appropriately for the audience and environment (volume/tone, etc)
	

	 Informative and responded to questions
	

	Ratings: 1 = very poor    2 = poor    3 = mediocre/NA   4 = good    5 = very good
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